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“Who knows, perhaps you have come 
to your [royal] position for such a time 
as this.” Esther 4:15

It is amazing how one person can 
make all the difference! The Bible is 
filled with characters who we could 
say, like Mordecai to Esther, that 
they had been called for ‘a particular 
time as this.’ Joseph, having endured 
great trials and even imprisonment 
in a foreign country, found himself  
managing the great wealth of  the 
Egyptian empire and enabling the 
Israelites to receive great privileges as 
they grew as a nation within a nation. 
Daniel exiled under Nebuchadnezzar 
in Babylon also ascended to a 
position of  considerable influence 
in government during the period 
the Jews remained there. Even the 
Apostle Paul found the ears of  rulers 
while imprisoned in Caesarea and 
Rome. There is quite a list, especially 
when you consider church history. 
What about William Wilberforce? A 
man called to his time in abolishing 
slavery; or what about our own 
Michael Cassidy finding himself  a 
man of  influence during the end of  
our own apartheid history. Men of  
God called to appropriate moments 
of  history to challenge what the 

world would do with what God wants 
to do.

What about us, the normal people? 
We can’t all be Joseph or Daniel or 
Paul, can we? Is there a job for all of  
us? Are we all called for a particular 
moment?

The Bible tells us that God knows 
the moments of  our lives before we 
even live one of  them (Psalm 139:16), 
that He has a good plan for us, plans 
for a future and a hope (Jeremiah 
29:11). God has designs for us. 

Jeremiah continues in verses 12 
and 13, “You will call to me and come 
and pray to me and I will listen to you. 
You will seek me and find me when you 
search for me with all your heart.” 

The trick to meeting the moment 
is to be listening. Over and over in 
scripture we see men and women in 
quiet relationship with God, faithful 
people, praying people, scripture 
people, and in their abiding they 
meet their moment. When their 
time arises they are there, ready and 
available.

Our lives are filled with God given 
moments. Every day brings us into 
relationship with others, from the 
most casual and fleeting to long 
standing, deep and meaningful, 

Shane Dowinton
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every life we encounter is a moment 
to glorify God in some way. Our 
circumstances are always full of  
meaning to God, whether it is 
within our workplace, our school, 
on the soccer field or in the church; 
they carry equal value in terms of  
moments of  witness. It might be that 
our moment will arrive in parliament 
at some point of  national crisis; but it 
may also be that the moment comes 
quietly, away from the clambering 
crowds in a chance conversation, an 
act of  grace or a demonstration of  
great kindness. God moments are not 
always media moments.  

It is worth remembering that 
as Christians we are also in exile, 
our citizenship is not of  this world 
and we walk this life as diplomats 
for a Kingdom that is yet to come. 
Nevertheless, God’s eyes roam the 
world to find individuals who are 
determined to keep their integrity as 
Christ’s people; He uses people who 
are willing to be promoted but who 
are not willing to be assimilated in 
order to avoid persecution.

What is important to God is that 
we are available in relationship, 
growing in knowledge and 
understanding of  who He is. As 
we discover more of  God we find 
ourselves transformed more and 
more into His likeness. We become 
sensitive to His plans and purposes 
around us and respond to Him in 

obedience knowing that He has 
brought our understanding to this 
moment. When our motives are to 
glorify Him, our circumstances take 
on greater significance and meaning. 
It may be that, like Esther, a moment 
of  great sacrifice is called for, but I 
believe that God brings us to that 
moment through careful nurturing 
in the hundreds of  smaller moments 
of  obedience that He asks of  us each 
day. 

Amazing how one person can make 
all the difference!  If  that person is in 
relationship with the Lord, listening, 
obedient and willing to stand up for 
Him, God will use him “for such a time 
as this”.
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OF FIRST IMPORTANCE

“First of all then, I urge that 
entreaties and prayers, petitions 

and thanksgivings, be made on 
behalf of all men, for kings and 
all who are in authority, in order 

that we may lead a tranquil 
and quiet life in all godliness 
and dignity. This is good and 

acceptable in the sight of God 
our Saviour, who desires all men 
to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth.” 

I Timothy 2:1-4



Peter MacIntosh

Daniel, man of God 

“We will never find any basis for 
charges against this man Daniel unless it 
has something to do with the law of  his 
God.”  Daniel 6:5

John Wooden was a “Hall of  Fame” 
basket ball coach, highly successful 
winning 12 championships, seven 
consecutively from 1967 to 1973.

He had hundreds of  young men 
pass through his team and he 
constantly taught them about the 
importance of  character.  He would 
say, “Be more concerned with your 
character than your reputation; 
character is what you really are, 
reputation is merely what others 
think you are.”

In the pressurized society of  2012, 
we all too often rely on our reputation 
and not on our character or integrity 
to get by.

“We struggle daily with situations 
that demand decisions between what 
we want to do and what we ought to 
do. Integrity establishes the ground 
rules for resolving these tensions. It 
determines who we are and how we 
will respond before the conflict even 
appears. Integrity welds what we say, 
think, and do, into a whole person so 
that permission is never granted for 
one of  these to be out of  sync.” (John 
Maxwell)

We need Christians to stand and 
live for what they believe.

As with so many passages, Daniel 6 
is often remembered for the Sunday 
School component of  the story, ‘God 
rescued Daniel from the lions’ den’; 
but the true meaning and depth of  
the narrative is lost. 

This story is indeed about the 
Sovereign God rescuing His servant 
from the lions, but it goes deeper 
than that. It is a story of  two types 
of  character, a story of  light and 
darkness, a story of  good versus evil. 
We will be considering the character 
of  Daniel and the character of  the 
conspirators and the consequences of  
each character type.

The character of  Daniel
“Integrity is the glue that holds 

our way of  life together. We must 
constantly strive to keep our integrity 
intact. When wealth is lost, nothing is 
lost, when health is lost, something is 
lost, when character is lost, all is lost.” 
(Billy Graham)

Daniel 6:2 reads, “...with three 
administrators over them one of  whom 
was Daniel. The satraps were made 
accountable to them so that the king 
might not suffer loss. Now Daniel 
so distinguished himself  among the 
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administrators and the satraps by 
his exceptional qualities that the king 
planned to set him over the whole 
kingdom.”

 Daniel was now approaching his 
90’s, 70 years plus had passed when 
we first met him as a teenager in 
chapter 1. He has faithfully served 
three kings and his fastidious focus 
on living a God centered life has 
not diminished. His whole life has 
been characterized by, ‘God first, me 
second’.

In other words, his life was centred 
on God, it was built on God. And 
his way of  looking at the world was 
drenched with God. This comes 
out in the way he ate, the way he 
interpreted dreams, the way he wrote 
his book, and the way he prayed –  
all focused on God.

One of  the most challenging verses 
in the Bible for me is the last part of  
verse 4, “...they could find no corruption 
in him, because he was trustworthy and 
neither corrupt nor negligent.”

Daniel is the only significant 
character in the Bible of  whom no 
sin is mentioned. It does not mean 
that he did not sin, only that no sin is 
mentioned.

“He was neither corrupt nor 
negligent...” almost unbelievable for 
any politician in any age! And – he 
had served 70 years in politics under 
three great kings!

So what was the true nature of  his 
character? A look at verses 3, 10, 16 
and 19 will fill us in more.

He was faithful in his walk  
with God 

“(This) text is an amazing testimony 
to the daring, defiant, disciplined 
prayer life of  Daniel.  
I read this, and it fills me with longing 
to be courageous in prayer. It makes 
me want to be daring in prayer, and 
if  necessary defiant against earthly 
powers in prayer, and disciplined in 
prayer. I don’t want to be a spiritual 
jellyfish, drifting on the sea of  
emotionalism, praying a little here 
and a little there as the waves of  
emotion rise and fall.” (John Piper)

Verse 10 – “Now when Daniel 
learned that the decree had been 
published, he went home to his upstairs 
room where the window opened toward 
Jerusalem. Three times a day he got 
down on his knees and prayed, giving 
thanks to his God, just as he had done 
before.”

His steadfast focus was on God! 
He deliberately and openly prayed 
toward Jerusalem. This was not some 
religious act or symbolic form. All 
that he had on his mind and on his 
‘to do’ list was put to Jehovah, and 
from there he received guidance, 
blessing, wisdom. He was fully 
focused on the Lord.
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Prayer was an integral aspect of  
his daily life. Three times a day he 
would consult God, no doubt about 
all aspects of  his life. Because he was 
praying formally three times a day 
hardly anything went by without 
him talking to God about it. I am 
confident that he constantly had God 
in his mind during the course of  his 
very busy day.

What a challenge for us! How often 
when we are very busy do we think 
of  the Lord, much less formally pray 
to Him?

This relationship with the Lord is 
what shaped Daniel’s character. And 
those around him knew it. Look at 
verse 5, the conspirators said: “We will 
never find any basis for charges against 
this man Daniel unless it has something 
to do with the law of  his God.”

Witness
So we see Daniel’s witness. He was 

not ashamed to show that he had 
way more than a religion; he had a 
full relationship with the Creator of  
the Universe. Everybody knew it. In 
both verses 16 and 19, Darius used 
the phrase, “May your God, whom you 
serve continually, rescue you!”

As we can see in previous chapters, 
Daniel had a strong and powerful 
witness to the Glory of  the Lord.

Daniel understood very clearly that 
he was where he was because God 

had put him there and he had work 
to do, not for himself, but for God. 
His witness was strong and credible. 
He lived out his beliefs about the 
Lord and would not compromise.

Because of  this uncompromising 
attitude, he was, paradoxily despised! 
His colleagues did not like him, in 
fact they hated him. 

You would think that if  you make 
a firm stand for what is right you 
would be respected.

Not so. Life offers very few 
guarantees, but one thing that is 
guaranteed for a true believer in 
Christ is that we will be persecuted 
for our faith if  we ‘dare to be 
different’. Jesus told us to expect it, 
“I have told you these things so that 
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in Me you may have peace. In this 
world you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world.”  
John 16:32-33

Conspiracy – a contrasting 
character

The distracters of  Daniel had a very 
different life view and character. It was 
not about the Lord, it was not about 
integrity, it was not about what is right, 
it was all about them! Daniel was God 
centred, they were self  centred.

Daniel would put God first, they 
put themselves first. They were 
indignant that Daniel was favored so 
they conspired to get rid of  him. He 
represented a block to their ambitions. 
They resented him, they despised him 
and they wanted him gone.

Why did they hate him so?
Ronald Wallace in his commentary 

on Daniel sheds some light:  “They 
hated him not merely because he 
was a foreigner and a stranger, not 
merely because they were jealous of  
his extraordinary ability, but mainly 
because, in spite of  the fact that he 
was so impeccably loyal and helpful 
to the King, the whole orientation of  
his outstanding life tended to point to 
the Lord!”

The natural tendency of  the world 
is to at best be benignly tolerant of  
Christians and at worst to be openly 
hostile to them. As Jesus said to 
Nicodemus in John 3:19, “This is the 

verdict:  Light has come into the world, 
but people loved darkness instead of  light 
because their deeds were evil. Everyone 
who does evil hates the light, and will 
not come into the light for fear that their 
deeds will be exposed.”

Daniel had, through his character 
and integrity “exposed” these men 
and they hated him for it. 

Consequences
Life is hard this side of  eternity, 

even for the Christian. 
It would appear at first glance 

that the conspirators won. They 
manipulated Darius to sign a decree 
that played to his ego. Again a self  
centered approach, the consequences 
of  which Darius did not think 
through. The decree made him look 
good and Daniel and his faithfulness 
in praying to the Lord went out of  his 
mind.

As soon as Darius signed the 
decree, they believed that Daniel was 
a dead man walking. What they did 
not get was that actually Darius had 
just signed their death warrant!

Your self-centred attitude cannot 
and never will override the sovereign 
purposes of  God.

Verse 14: “When the king heard 
this, he was greatly distressed; he was 
determined to rescue Daniel and made 
every effort until sundown to save him.” 

He ordered Daniel into the lion’s 
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den and I wonder if  both of  them 
cast their minds back in years to 
the fiery furnace and how the Lord 
rescued three friends from the 
furnace.

Darius said, “May your God, whom 
you serve continually, rescue you!”

Darius had a sleepless night, I 
don’t know if  Daniel did, but Darius 
repeats his prayer:

“He called to Daniel in an anguished 
voice, ‘Daniel, servant of  the living 
God, has your God, whom you serve 
continually, been able to rescue you from 
the lions?’’

God did rescue Daniel and he set 
the record straight, “May the king 
live forever! My God sent His angel, 
and he shut the mouths of  the lions. 
They have not hurt me, because I was 
found innocent in His sight. Nor have 
I ever done any wrong before you, your 
Majesty.”  Verse 21, 22

“The king was overjoyed and gave 
orders to lift Daniel out of  the den. And 
when Daniel was lifted from the den, 
no wound was found on him, because 
he had trusted in his God. At the king’s 
command, the men who had falsely 
accused Daniel were brought in and 
thrown into the lions’ den, along with 
their wives and children. And before they 
reached the floor of  the den, the lions 
overpowered them and crushed all their 
bones.”  Verses 23, 24

Ultimately God will ensure that 
justice is done! We must leave that 
to Him as Daniel did, and focus on 
Him as Daniel did, for as surely it 
must be a question of  character and 
integrity.

May we dare to be different – men 
and women of  character and integrity!

DARE TO BE A DANIEL!

Contributed by  
Tanya Baber

The road to success is not 
a straight. There is a curve 
called Failure, a loop called 

Confusion, speed bumps 
called Friends, red lights 

called Enemies, caution lights 
called Family. You will have 

flats called Jobs.

But, if you have a spare 
called Determination, an 

engine called Perseverance, 
insurance called Faith, a 

driver called Jesus, you will 
make it to a place called 

Success.
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The last few months have been full to 
over flowing with blessings. We were 
able to purchase a Mercedes Sprinter 
that was only two years old. Now the 
children can be transported safely. It will 
be a blessing for years to come.

We transferred our school age children 
at the beginning of  the third term this 
school year, to Vaalwater Laerskool and 
Mokolo Primary school. They are doing 
much better in their new schools.

Our second house, Michael house was 
opened on 13 August. Our new house 
mom Suzan has been a great addition 
to our staff.  We now have 14 month 
old baby Lettah and 3 year old Tumelo 
added to our family.

Brittney, a school teacher from the 
United States is with us from August- 
October. She has been a real blessing 
with the extra education for our 
children, help with home work, and 
giving us the ability to get away from the 
farm together, to take care of  needed 
appointments, and having a break from 
the daily routine.

We truly appreciate all the many 
blessings we have received. Thanks also 
to those who pray for us and for donated 
items, time and money. It takes all of  us 
as a team to accomplish God’s plan for 
The Fold.

If you would like to help in any 
way, here are our details:

Nedbank Lephalale

Current account # 1445126591 
Branch # 144547

 Fold
the

Children's Home
SA

The Fold
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It has always seemed to me that the 
book of  Esther would make a great 
musical melodrama something on 
the order of  Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
operettas. All the makings are there:

The great king Ahasuerus – ruler 
over 127 provinces of  Persia that 
stretched from India to Ethiopia 
- with great wealth – and perhaps 
not so much wisdom.
Vashti – the feminist queen who 
refused to obey the King’s request 
to appear before his court and 
all guests and was subsequently 
dethroned.
Haman – the number one man 
under the King who had an all-
encompassing obsession to destroy 
all the Jews in the kingdom.
Mordecai – a faithful Jew and the 
cousin of  our heroine, Esther, who 
had raised her from the time her 
parents died. 
Esther – one of  the beautiful 
young girls who was chosen to 
become part of  the harem from 
which the king would choose a 
queen to replace Vashti. 

Esther was striking in appearance, 
but also wise. In contrast to Vashti, 
she took the  advice of  Mordecai 
and then the man in charge of  the 

harem. And so out of  all the young 
women brought into the capital of  
Susa and into the harem of  King 
Ahasuerus, Esther was chosen to be 
queen.
But, this is not just melodrama 
and entertainment. This is real 
life. And Haman’s obsession 
was potentially death for all Jews 
living in the provinces of  Persia 
where they were exiled. God had 
sent them away from their land to 
Babylon as punishment for their sin 
and idolatry. Now the land was no 
longer under Babylonian rule, but 
Persian. It was not God’s will that 
they be utterly destroyed forever   
He was saving a remnant to return 
to the Promised Land.
As the story unfolds, Esther is 
chosen to be queen. Her cousin and 
protector, Mordecai, visits the royal 
premises every day in order to send 
communications to Esther and learn 
of  her welfare. While on one of  
these visits, Mordecai overhears two 
of  the king’s servants plotting to kill 
the king. He reports this to Esther 
who sees that the plot is foiled and 
the two servants are killed. She 
sees that Mordecai gets the credit 
for saving the King’s life and it is 
recorded in the royal records.

Marilyn Cook

“...For such a time as this...” 
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But things are still not good. Every 
day as the evil Haman leaves to 
return to his home he notices that 
everyone but Mordecai bows to pay 
homage to him. Mordecai will not 
bow to any man. Haman becomes 
so infuriated that he determines 
to kill not only Mordecai, but to 
annihilate the Jewish nation. He 
starts with building a gallows on 
which to hang Mordecai.
Press release: the king has signed 
an edict that on the thirteenth day 
of  the twelfth month everyone 
throughout the province is to kill the 
Jews. There is great weeping and 
crying throughout the provinces. 
Now Mordecai sends an urgent 
message to Esther that she must 
plead with the King for the lives 
of  her people. She sends back the 
message that she cannot go into 
the King’s presence unless he calls 
for her. To do so would mean her 
life – unless he held out his golden 
scepter to her. Mordecai sends back 
the message that she must not think 
that she alone would be spared and 
“Who knows but what you have 
attained royalty for such a time 
as this.” 
Esther, after much soul searching 
agrees that she will do it. But she 
knows that this is not something she 
must take into her own hands. She 
insists that all the Jews in Susa be 
assembled together to fast for three 

days and three nights; she and her 
maidens will do the same.  “And 
thus I will go in before the 
King, which is not according 
to the law; and if  I perish, I 
perish!”  
After the days of  fasting, Esther 
adorns herself  in her royal robes 
and stands at the threshold of  the 
throne room before the King - and 
- he holds out the golden scepter 
to her! He asks her request and she 
invites the King and Haman to a 
banquet that day. After the banquet 
the king asks for her request and 
promises up to half  of  his kingdom 
to her – she wisely holds off  and 
invites the two to another banquet 
the next day. About this time the 
King has a sleepless night and asks 
to see the royal records as he has 
not read them recently. He reads 
of  Mordecai’s heroism in revealing 
the assination plot against him 
and asks what has been done to 
reward Mordecai. When he learns 
that nothing has been done, he 
determines to honor this hero.
The first person in his presence the 
next morning is Haman! He asks 
Haman what should be done to the 
man whom the king wishes to honor,  
and Haman, thinking that it must 
be himself, lays it on thick – the man 
the King wishes to honor should 
be dressed in the King’s royal robe 
and placed on the  royal steed and 



paraded throughout Susa as the 
man whom the King is honoring. 
The King thinks this is a great idea 
and assigns Haman the duty of  
honoring Mordecai. So – instead 
of  being hanged on the gallows as 
Haman has plotted, Mordecai is 
honored by the King at the expense 
of  Haman’s pride. 
Haman is so upset he calls together 
his friends and advisors and his 
wife and they warn him that, “If  
Mordecai before whom you have 
begun to fall is of  Jewish origin, 
you will not overcome him, but will 
surely fall before him.” The King’s 
eunuchs arrive at that instant to take 
him to Esther’s banquet.
This is the day that Esther reveals 
her request – that her people the 
Jews be spared from this terrible plot 
against their lives. “And who is he 
and where is he who would presume 
to do this?” asks the King.  And 
Esther says, “A foe and an enemy, is 
this wicked Haman!” 
Haman is terrified. The king is 
upset. So upset that he leaves the 
room to pace in the garden. Haman 
throws himself  upon the couch 
where Esther is to beg for mercy. 
Upon seeing Haman ‘assaulting’ 
the queen, the king calls for the 
hangmen. Haman meets his death 
on the very gallows he prepared for 
Mordecai.

But the plot is not quite wound up 
yet. There is still a twist. According 
to the laws of  the Persians, no one 
can change or set aside a law which 
the king has signed. The king gets 
advice from Queen Esther and 
Mordecai as to what can be done 
to save their people. Another law 
is signed stating that when the 
thirteenth day of  the twelfth month 
comes, the Jews can arm themselves 
and fight off  those who seek to kill 
them. In addition, Mordecai is made 
first attendant to the king in place 
of  Haman and given the King’s ring 
with his seal. 
The terrible day arrives, but there 
is victory in the land for the Jews 
and such a victory that it is still 
remembered each year by the Jews 
even  to today as the Feast of  Purim 
in remembrance of  Queen Esther 
and what she did to save their 
people.
The courage of  one young 
woman who was willing to risk 
her life to save a nation! 
Has the Lord placed you where 
you are “for such a time as this?” 
Perhaps it’s not as dramatic as with 
what Esther faced – life or death 
for herself  and her people. But are 
you willing to stand strong and true 
where you are in the face of  ridicule 
or danger, or possible loss of  a job? 
Will you be strong “in such a time 
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as this” and stand in the gap as 
an intercessor for others who are 
in positions of  influence and can 
possibly make a difference in this 
land by courage and integrity?
Who knows whether the Lord wants 
to use you, “FOR SUCH A TIME 
AS THIS”
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Lethabo – a Happy Place!

kid’s club

We have a new sign and are very proud 
of it. Much thanks to Carlos da Silva and 

Alan Hart for their great work!

Plans are being made for walls and 
windows for our ‘roof’. Watch this space 

for progress report!

A big thanks to Waterberg Academy for 
all the time they have spent each week 
helping us. Thank you Sharon for all the 
organizing you have done, and teachers 
and students for the love and care you 

have shown. We appreciate you!

Meetsetshehla School has also contributed to 
community service by helping with Kid’s 
Club. Also, a big thanks to teachers and 
students who have participated! You were 

a great help!

About the story – 
while the book of Esther 

does not even mention the 
name of God, one can see 

His hand in that the events 
as they are expected are 
reversed in favor of the 

Jews, His people.

Haman who hated Mordecai, 
was the one chosen to honor 

him with much pomp and 
circumstance.

Haman was hanged on 
the gallows he built for 

Mordecai.

 On the day the enemies 
of the Jews expected to 

overpower them, the Jews 
overpowered their enemies 
and made the date a time of 

yearly festival in  
Esther’s honor.

And Mordecai was chosen 
to take Haman’s position in 

the kingdom and to wear the 
royal signet ring.

Ultimately God is still in 
control – but He uses people 

to carry out His mission.



Are you pretty useless? Would you 
describe yourself  as feeble? Is under-
achievement one of  your stronger 
suits?

Great, this article is for you. 
Sorry competent people, go read 
something else. 

This article is for weaklings, and 
is about one weakling in particular. 
The man we speak of  was not only 
insignificant; he was an expert in his 
insignificance. When confronted with 
the suggestion he should be a leader, 
he was able to immediately list the 
full extent of  his inadequacy. I’m 
sure he practiced it in the shower. As 
he put it, his clan was, “the weakest 
in Manasseh (his tribe)” and he was 
“the least in my family”. Wow, that 
is impressive feebleness. Out of  the 
weakest clan, he stood out - bowed 
head and stooped shoulders below 
everyone else. A true ubber-weakling 
amongst weaklings. 

As if  more evidence of  feebleness 
was required, we first meet this 
character in Judges chapter 6 hiding 
in a winepress trying to thresh a 
small amount of  wheat, to avoid it 
getting nicked by the bad guys, the 
Midianites. 

And God said: “Perfect, exactly 
what I am looking for, a class A 
weakling”.

Yep, God was after a weakling for 
a special job he had. He wanted this 
Weakling to launch a major revolt 
against the dominant military power 
in the region. This revolt was to be 
carried out with the odds massively 
stacked against the Weakling. Also, 
in the key battle the Weakling’s army 
wasn’t to use any sharp pointy things 
like swords. As Jake Sully would say, 
“Outstanding”.

So, was God on some sadistic 
mission to humiliate the already 
debilitated? No, not at all. We get 
a hint of  what God was about in 
the first three statements He makes 
to our “hero” (who by the way was 
a gent called Gideon, in case you 
hadn’t got that). Here are the first 
three things God says to Gideon, can 
you see a pattern?

“The Lord is with you, mighty 
warrior.”

Go in the strength you have and 
save Israel out of  Midian’s hand. Am 
I not sending you?”

“I will be with you, and you 
will strike down all the Midianites 
together.”
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Check out the bold bits, God is making a point. Yes, Gideon, as I find you 
now you are feeble, it is true, but with Me sending you, and going with you, 
you will be unstoppable – history will even judge you to be a mighty warrior! 

But why did God choose a weakling? Why not start with a strong person? 
God will not share His glory with another. So a weakling who acknowledges 

his weakness, and is prepared to rely on God and give Him the glory - that 
is someone God can use. As God said to Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:9, “My 
strength is made perfect in weakness”. The strong find giving God glory and 
obedience harder than the weak. Remember Saul the first king of  Israel? He 
was head and shoulders above all the other men, the strongest of  the strong. 
That worked out well didn’t it? – not. Saul’s strength actually turned out to be 
a handicap; it tricked him into pride. So, when Gideon managed to raise an 
army of  32 thousand to 
fight over 100 thousand 
Midianites, God said this 
was way too many soldiers 
– on Gideon’s side that 
is. He reduced Gideon’s 
force to 300. “In order 
that Israel may not boast 
against Me that her own 
strength has saved her.” 

God does not have a 
problem with our inability 
(His ability is more than 
enough), only with our 
independence. With 
acknowledged weakness, 
and hence dependence on 
Him, He can do amazing 
things through us. 

In Paul’s first letter to 
the Corinthians, chapter 
1:26 he summarises the 
situation with God and 
weaklings. Never one to 
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mince words, he first tells his dear 
readers that they were all a bunch of  
below par feeble thickos, but don’t 
worry: “God chose the foolish things 
of  the world to shame the wise; God 
chose the weak things of  the world 
to shame the strong”. It’s all about 
giving God the glory He deserves 
– and the feeble are much better 
instruments for that than the strong.

To conclude the story of  Gideon, 
he did of  course achieve a fantastic 
victory – but not by his military 

brilliance. He obeyed God’s 
commands, and God sorted the rest 
out. 

So, weaklings of the Waterberg 
let us all be encouraged –we are 
actually prime material for God 
to use.  
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Minister of  Student Ministries in 
Westway Christian Church, Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska, Mike Andrews wrote in their 
church paper of  the impact a CIY(Christ 
in Youth) conference made on him. They 
watched a short movie on ‘Becoming Sons 
and Daughters’ which told of  the effect 
that raising 25 million fatherless children in 
America is having on the nation.

“The opening day of  this conference 
was the most emotionally draining day of  
CIY I’ve been a part of  as we dealt with 
the reality of  fatherlessness AND the hope 
of  knowing our Abba in Heaven. The 
stories told in the film offered hope that the 
brokenness caused by absent fathers can 
be redeemed by God to draw His sons and 
daughters into His family. And we are a 
part of  that.

Every adult who can read these words 
should be mentoring someone in the next 
generation in some way. That doesn’t 
mean you have a 4 hour mentoring 
meeting every day with a bunch of  kids 
who don’t really want to be there anyway. 
But I believe completely that every one of  
us has something to offer, and if  we are 
withholding the gift of  the experiences that 
God has given us from the next generation 
then He will give those gifts to someone 
else who will be faithful to pass them on.

Not only should each of  us be 
mentoring, in small or big ways, Some of  
us should be fostering – bringing children 
into our homes for an extended time to 
lovingly shelter and steer them toward 

their always faithful Abba. Others should 
be adopting irreversibly making sons and 
daughters of  un-parented children.

Mentor. Foster. Adopt. Isn’t that what 
God has done for us as the Son, the Spirit, 
and the Father?”

I believe that the challenge is to us in 
South Africa as well as we can have at least 
a small part in mentoring the fatherless – 
and many motherless as well.

Weep over them, be a friend, love, 
care, teach by word and example all the 
little ones – and bigger ones- you come in 
contact with each day. Who knows how the 
Lord will use you to change a life and save 
a soul?

For Such as Time as This?

Kid’s Corner

Pray for them!
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The Source
   ST JOHNS CHURCH SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE AT 

9:15 for Praise and Worship, 9:30 Service Begins

Take the Melkrivier Road to the Twenty-Four Rivers sign. 
Turn right and travel 10 km. Turn left and left again into church property.

Purpose Statement
To bring people to Jesus and membership in His family; 

to develop them in Christlike maturity and equip them for their ministry  
in the church and life mission in the world in order to glorify God.

“… if My people who are called by My name

 humble themselves and pray, and seek My face

 and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven, and forgive their sin,

 and will heal their land.”   

  II Chronicles 7:14


