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Words of Wisdom
Marilyn Cook

“

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” It all begins with Him.
If He is the source of all that is, if He created everything that exists, then
certainly He has all the wisdom that we need. “But if any of you lacks wisdom,
let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be
given to him. But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like
the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.” James 1:5-6
There is no need for us to stress and to flounder in life when decisions must
be made as our Lord promises to be with us and to give us the wisdom we
need. “But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the
surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man expect that he will
receive anything from the Lord, being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.”
James 1:6-8
So, take heart – Our Lord knows and cares and promises to give us wisdom
generously!
In this issue, Shane gives us insight into Solomon and his wisdom. Sam
applies God’s wisdom in the work place, we consider God’s wisdom from
Proverbs and Phil Landrum gives us words of encouragement in our
relationship with our Lord.
May you be blessed with His amazing wisdom!

“Every good thing bestowed and every
perfect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights, with whom
there is no variation or shifting shadow.”
James 1:17
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The Wisdom of Solomon
Shane Dowinton
“Knowledge tells me that a tomato is a
fruit, wisdom makes sure that I don’t put
the tomato in a fruit salad.” – my mate,

contains a number of well known
treasures -“Trust in the Lord with all

your heart, do not depend on your own
understanding. Seek His will in all you
do and He will show you which path
to take.” and “The fear of the Lord
is the beginning of wisdom”. There

Davey Brown

In short, wisdom is the careful
application of knowledge.
King Solomon, arguably the wisest
man who ever lived, felt the need
to collect and record as many wise
sayings as he could which we have
duly named “The book of Proverbs”,
a selection of his own sayings and
also general Middle Eastern sayings
circa 1000BC, probably gleaned
from his harem of 700 wives and 300
concubines from various and diverse
countries! As a young man God had
offered a gift to Solomon of anything
he wished for and he had responded
by asking for wisdom. God was so
impressed by the maturity of his
request he made him the wisest in
the land as well as adding abundant
wealth, peace and prosperity.
Proverbs is a wonderful book full
of diverse and interesting statements.
I particularly love “a nagging woman
is like a dripping tap…” and “Better

is no doubt that Proverbs gives us
choice fruit to pick and that if we are
prepared to take the advice that the
wisdom of Proverbs offers we can
make life easier on ourselves.
I’d like to stay with King Solomon
though because I think there is an
interesting character study here,
which gives us an odd insight into
the application of wisdom. The
Bible gives us a reasonable amount
of information on Solomon’s life;
he was young when he became king
and, armed with God-given wisdom,
his kingdom flourished. He built
the temple in Jerusalem followed
by an even larger palace in which
he housed his abundance of wives.
There was peace in Israel under his
rule and, even by modern standards,
he was a celebrity, enough for the
Queen of Sheba to come and see for
to live on the corner of your roof
herself this wise and prosperous king.
than live with a quarrelsome wife.”
Though some of these statements are He must have been quite impressive
because, not just the Queen of
hardly pc these days, Proverbs also
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Sheba, but rulers of neighbouring
lands sent gifts and compliments on a
regular basis.
The Bible though, is a wonderfully
honest book and it shows humanity up
for what it is. Flawed! Even Solomon!
The book of Kings reveals that
although Solomon was rich, powerful
and wise he began to neglect the Lord
as he grew older, setting up idolatrous
Asherah poles and pagan shrines to
please his wives from other cultures.
Solomon compromised and his faith
diminished, enough to upset God.

“The Lord was very angry with
Solomon, for his heart had turned away
from the Lord, the God of Israel…”

couple only have eyes for each other.
Solomon is young and his life is still
to unfold before him. In Proverbs,
his second, a middle- aged man sees
the need for wisdom to make his own
paths straight, the need for guidance
and support. But sadly, in his final
book, Ecclesiastes, we see an old man
relating the struggle of life, the allure
of the world and its wares, and the
dissatisfying taste of it all.
There is no doubt that a life lived
without wisdom will be fraught with
difficulty, wisdom should be sought
after. James 1:5 tells us to “ask our

generous God [for wisdom] and he will
give it to you.” Solomon knew that, and

1 Kings 11:9
Solomon wrote a third book in
the Bible, a book called Ecclesiastes
(his first book was Song of Songs). It
is a book which relates the internal
spiritual wrestling of an old man
dispirited by life. A man who has
had it all, done it all and reached
the departure lounge somewhat
discouraged and empty. A word which
comes up in the text quite often is
“meaningless”!
Reading between the lines, I find
myself saddened that Solomon could
have reached such a conclusion to what
many would describe as a blessed life.
In Song of Songs, his first book,
we find a young man and woman
in love, the world is bright and the
33

God in His generosity obliged him.
Unfortunately, Solomon began to
neglect the source and the focus of his
wisdom and in the process he lost the
meaning to his own life.
Romans 11:33, 36 says “Oh, how

great are God’s riches and wisdom and
knowledge!.. For everything comes from
Him and exists by His power and is
intended for His glory. All glory to Him
forever! Amen.”
Wisdom is God-given and it is to be
asked for, nevertheless, its purpose is
to glorify God. I get the impression
that Solomon squandered his wisdom
somewhat; he received the gift but
kept it to himself and for himself.
How much greater the kingdom if his
wisdom had been used to glorify God.

kid’s club
All get involved on Kid’s Club
Day, even the little ones.

What a precious little servant!

Youth Workshop

The youth enjoyed a great week of
Bible Study with Phil
and June Landrum leading a
study on ‘In His Image’.
They also sang their hearts out with
Chris and the new keyboard which
was a recent gift. Thanks, team!
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Wise Economics
Sam van Coller
Managing staff in a business
environment is always a daunting
task. How often do we hear
managers say “My staff drive me
crazy” or “My staff should realise
how lucky they are to have a job?”
or even “The less staff the better”?
To understand the manager staff
relationship, we need to look at the
context in which that relationship
has to function.
Our total economic system is
built on competition. In order to
succeed, costs have to be kept down,
more has to be sold, employees have
to produce more and production
has to keep running. The forces
of economics are very powerful
as we struggle to outperform our
competitors. Only the very fit survive
in this world of intense pressure. It is
in this world that managers of staff
have to succeed if they are to survive.
Thanks to this pressure, it is the
employees who are invariably on the
receiving end.
In his book ‘Unlocking the Bible’
David Pawson says “…the idea
of the survival of the fittest when
applied to human beings has caused
more suffering than any other
concept in modern times.” While
he was referring to Nazism and

Communism with this particular
quote, his words are directly relevant
to the world of global capitalism
in which we live today. Is it any
wonder that we see images of angry
workers demonstrating and causing
destruction? How then does the
Christian manager respond to this
tension between love and economic
survival?
Ephesians 6:9 gives us the lead
in how the manager is to build a
relationship with his or her staff.
“And masters, treat your slaves in the

same way. Do not threaten them, since
you know that He who is both their
Master and yours is in heaven, and there
is no favoritism with Him.” So many
guidelines can be drawn from this –
guidelines that are fundamentally at
odds with the notion of survival of
the fittest. Two are highlighted below.
The first, and most important of
all, is that all employees are of
equal value and warrant equal
concern and attention. This does
not exclude hierarchical structures
but does not make those higher in
the structure eligible for different
treatment from those lower down in
the structure – the financial manager
is no more important than the

5

cleaner in the manager’s eyes. The
cleaner is as entitled to information
about what is happening in the
business and to growth and training
opportunities as the senior manager.
The second is that there is no
place for harsh words and the
like in the workplace. Negative
interactions are not to be generated
by the manager who has to set a
Christian example in the workplace.
Ephesians in the previous
paragraphs 6:5-8 also speaks to
employees. “Slaves obey your earthly

commitment and obedience? How
in this world, where survival of the
fittest reigns, does he or she create
the climate in which staff will
perform to the best of their ability?
In Mark 10:43-45 Christ says

masters with respect and fear, and with
sincerity of heart, just as you would obey
Christ. Obey them not only to win favor
when their eye is on you, but like slaves
of Christ, doing the will of God from
your heart. Serve wholeheartedly, as if
you were serving the Lord, not men…”

And so the question is
whether the workplace
is a place of anger and
frustration or a place of joy
and commitment.

“Whoever wants to be a leader among
you must be your servant, and whoever
wants to be first must be a slave to all.
For even I, the Son of Man, came here
not to be served but to serve others and
give my life as a ransom for many”.
(New Living Translation) The
challenge is tough but clear.

Some may interpret this as
implying blind obedience from staff
for their manager. This misses the
point that obedience is required to
a manager as obedience is required
to the will of God because of the
love we have received from the Lord.
A more appropriate interpretation
is that a manager can look for
obedience from staff as recognition
of the manner in which they have
been treated.
How then does a manager secure
that leadership position in which
employees are ready to follow with
6

Church Cottages

107 Holtzhuizen

St
Johns
has
converted
one
of the church
cottages
into
Phase One of the
Christian Centre.
(Sorry, but a few
extra visitors were
there when the
photo was taken.)
The purpose of
Place of Joy
the centre is a
venue to run Bible
studies, Bible courses, prayer meetings and eventually 24/7 prayer. The
cottage is easily accessible; should you have extra time in town and need
a place to be, you are welcome to use the cottage for prayer, for devotional
reading, coffee, etc.
A ladies’ Bible study led by Juliet will run from 8 am to 10 am
every Monday on the book of Daniel by Beth Moore. This is a 10 week
course consisting of 5 sessions of self study followed by a teaching dvd by
Beth. For more info about Beth look her up on lifeway.com. She is a powerful
Bible teacher and Daniel is a brilliant study. The only cost for the course is
R170, the cost of the study book.
Another study will be run at 8 am on Wednesdays. All are welcome so
please invite ladies from your school, work, friends and other churches. These
are suitable for baby and mature Christians. And you can begin at any time.
If you would like to arrange a prayer meeting, Bible study or conference at
the Christian centre please phone or e-mail Simone.
Simone has the cottage next door to the Christian centre as office space.
Please call her if you would like to rent space/desk space; her number is
083 302 5123.
The key for the Christian centre is available from Simone or from WWS.
Look forward to seeing you there!
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Wise Counsel
Marilyn Cook
“A man has joy in an apt answer and
how delightful is a timely word!” 15:23
“Bright eyes gladden the heart; good
news puts fat on the bones.” 15:30

God in His wisdom gave us special
books of wisdom in His word.
Proverbs has been called God’s
book of Counseling. To follow His
sound advice certainly makes sense
in a world which is confusing and
decadent. Here are some of the
themes which run through Proverbs
–Words, Works, Wealth, Anger,
Humility and many others.
Words can either lead to life
and gladness or can cause
terrible trouble to others and to
one’s self. We are exhorted to
have a gentle answer, a soothing
tongue, and pleasant words.
Listen to what God says:

He also warns us about
careless words and the terrible
consequences.
“He who goes about as a slanderer

reveals secrets, therefore do not associate
with a gossip.” 20:29
“He who covers a transgression
seeks love, but he who repeats a matter
separates intimate friends.” 17:9
Our works, our ways, our
plans are all known to our
Heavenly Father and He
councils us in these.

“A gentle answer turns away wrath,
but a harsh word stirs up anger. The
tongue of the wise makes knowledge
acceptable, but the mouth of fools
spouts folly.” 15:1, 2
“A soothing tongue is a tree of life, but
perversion in it crushes the spirit.” 15:4
“Evil plans are an abomination to
the Lord, but pleasant words are pure.”
15:26
“The lips of the wise spread
knowledge, but the hearts of fools are not
so.” 15:7
“The heart of the righteous ponders
how to answer but the mouth of the
wicked pours out evil things.” 15:28

“Without consultation, plans are
frustrated, but with many counselors they
succeed.” 15:22
“The plans of the heart belong to man,
but the answer of the tongue is from the
Lord. All the ways of a man are clean
in his own sight, but the Lord weighs the
motives. Commit your works to the Lord,
and your plans will be established.”
16:1-3
“When a man’s ways are pleasing to
the Lord, He makes even his enemies to
be at peace with him.” 18:9
“Many are the plans in a man’s heart,
But the counsel of the Lord, it will
stand.” 19:21
8

“Every man’s way is right in his own
eyes, but the Lord weighs the hearts.”

wings, like an eagle that flies toward the
heavens.” 23:4, 5

21:2
Want to be wealthy – consider
first what God has to say.

Modern counsel often says,
“Vent your anger. Don’t bottle
it up.” But God’s counsel says:

“Better is a dish of vegetables where
“A man of great anger shall bear the
love is, than a fattened ox and hatred
penalty, for if you rescue him, you will
with it.” 15:17
only have to do it again.” 19:19
“Better is a little with the fear of the
“It is better to live in a corner of
Lord, than great treasure and turmoil
a roof, than in a house shared with a
with it.” 15:16
contentious woman.” 21:9
“Better is a little with righteousness
“Do not associate with a man given
than great income with injustice.” 16:8
to anger; or go with a hot-tempered man,
“How much better it is to get wisdom lest you learn his ways, and find a snare
than gold! And to get understanding is to for yourself.” 22: 24, 25
be chosen above silver.” 16:16
Because our loving Heavenly
Father
loves us, he exhorts us to
“Better is a dry morsel and quietness
with it then a house full of feasting with be humble.
strife.” 17:1
“Pride goes before destruction, and
a haughty spirit before stumbling. It is
“Better is a poor man who walks in
better to be of a humble spirit with the
his integrity than he who is perverse in
lowly, than to divide the spoil with the
speech and is a fool.” 19:1
“Laziness casts into a deep sleep, and proud.” 16:18, 19
“Haughty eyes and a proud heart, the
an idle man will suffer hunger.” 19:15
lamp
of the wicked, is sin.” 21:4
“He who is gracious to a poor man
“The reward of humility and the fear of
lends to the Lord, and He will repay him
the Lord are riches, honor and life.” 22:4
for his good deed.” 19:17
“What is desirable in a man is his
kindness, and it is better to be a poor
Whose counsel do you seek –
man than a liar.” 19:22
that
which leads to life or that
“A good name is to be more desired
which leads to destruction.
than great riches, favor is better than
silver and gold.” 22:1
Try reading a Proverb a day –
“Do not weary yourself to gain
it’s good medicine.
wealth, cease from your consideration
of it. When you set your eyes on it, it is
gone. For wealth certainly makes itself
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Christianity Is Christ
Phil Landrum

body, which is the church. I have become
its servant by the commission God gave
me to present to you the word of God in
its fullness – the mystery that has
been kept hidden for ages and generations,
but is now disclosed to the saints. To
them God has chosen to make known
among the Gentiles the glorious riches
of this mystery, which is Christ
Though I can’t say this is an exact
quote, this is close, “The pure essence in you, the hope of glory.”
While still rather young in the faith,
I came across a quote from a humble
man of God of Asian descent by the
name of Watchman Nee. That quote
struck a deep cord in my soul and the
simple truth it so clearly expressed
transformed my understanding of
what it means to be Christian.

Colossians 1:24-28 (NIV)

of Christianity is not a way of life, it
is The Way, Who is Life, revealing
Himself, through humbly, yielded
human vessels.”

Jesus’ life revealed – “But we have
this treasure in jars of clay to show that this
all-surpassing power is from God and not
In the months following, I found the from us. We are hard pressed on every side,
reality of that statement growing as I but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down,
read passage after passage. Here are
but not destroyed. We always carry around
just a few.
in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life
Transformed into the image
of Jesus may also be revealed in our body.
of Christ –“Now the Lord is the
For we who are alive are always being given
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord over to death (think-offer your bodies as a
is, there is freedom. And we all, who with living sacrifice) for Jesus’ sake, so that His
unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s
life may also be revealed in our mortal body.”
glory, are being transformed into His
2 Corinthians 4:7-11 (NIV)

Image with everincreasing glory, which
comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”

Whose Life was revealed in
Paul’s body? – “I have been crucified
with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ
lives in me. The life I now live in the body,
I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave Himself for me.” Galatians
2:20 (NIV)

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 (NIV)

The mystery now disclosed to
the saints – “Now I rejoice in what

I am suffering for you, and I fill up in
my flesh what is still lacking in regard to
Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of His
10

Word and Holy Spirit, infuses our
mind with “the mind of Christ”
(1 Corinthians 2:1-16). Thus, our
behavior is transformed to more
accurately conform Simply put,
Christ gave His life up for us. Now
we may give our life up for Him!

Christ is formed in you –

“...My dear children, for whom I am
again in the pains of childbirth until
Christ is formed in you, how
I wish I could be with you now and
change my tone, because I am perplexed
about you.” Galatians 4:18-20 (NIV)
By the way, the “until Christ is
formed in you” and “being transformed”
in the 2 Corinthian passage above
clearly reveal a process that takes
time. Our Lord is doing an eternal
work, both in us and through us
and He is not in a hurry–and
we would do well to remember this
when our impatience, with others or
ourselves, rears its ugly head.

He surrendered His physical life
to make His eternal life available to
us. Now, out of our eternal gratitude
and our love for Him, we surrender
our life to Him so that He may live in
our mortal bodies.

Our being transformed into the
Image of Christ is not a reference
to His physical likeness, but rather
the main characteristic that defines
our Creator, “God is Love.” The
fruit (singular) of the Spirit is Love.
The characteristics of Love are: joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and selfcontrol. Galatians 5:22-23a

Jesus told His disciples, “Let your
light so shine before men that they will
see your good (God alone is good) works
and glorify your Father in heaven.”
The question arises, “What exactly
was their light?” John answers that

“For we who are alive are always
being given over to death for Jesus’ sake,
so that His life may be revealed in our
mortal body.” 2 Corinthians 4:11 (NIV)

question in the opening of his gospel.

So then, the way I see it, Christ
truly is the Alpha and the Omega –

even of His work on this earth today!
As we, the objects of His amazing
love, continually offer our bodies
to our Lord as living sacrifices He,
through the power of His living
11

the

Fold

“In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was with God in
the beginning. Through Him all things
were made; without Him nothing was
made that has been made. In Him was
life, and that life was the light of men.”

SA

Children's Home

John 1: 1-2 (NIV)
The particular Life that was in the
man Jesus, the Christ, when He
walked this earth, was the “light” that
His Disciples were told to “let” (not
make) shine before others. It still is!

The only question
remaining for us each
day is, “Have I truly
offered my body as a
living sacrifice today?”

Earlier this year The Fold was blessed by
friends in England with a wonderful veggie
tunnel and electrified monkey proof veggie
garden.
Several months down the line, The Fold is
able to, not only produce all the daily fresh
veggies required to nourish the children, but
also they are able to open a road side stall.
The children simply love munching away
on the veggies and they get really excited
about sharing them with others.
Actually the little ones munching and
munching and munching away at the
veggies can be compared to the lions in the
Bible. They are eating all the prophets!
As we work away in the garden we are
constantly reminded of the words of the
wonderful old harvest festival hymn—
“We plough the fields and scatter, the good
seed on the land. But it is fed and watered
by God’s Almighty hand.”
If you would like to help in
any way, here are our details:
Nedbank Lephalale
Current account # 1445126591
Branch # 144547
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Tribute to Joy
Juliet Calcott
It is a great honour and joy to say
a few words about my lovely cousin.
I won’t be talking about her in the
past tense, as I do not believe that
Joysie no longer exists. She is not
‘dead’ but graduated before us to a
place that Jesus promised to prepare
for each of us who believe in Him.

She told me that she climbed a tree
and presented herself to Him – in
true Joysie style, completely direct
and honest. The Bible tells us that
those who seek will find. It is not
easy to seek God. It takes discipline
and determination. Joysie found
Him and was found by Him in a
profound way.

My first memories of Joysie are
of a determined little two year old
travelling around the farm with her
Dad – balanced, standing upright
next to him on the seat of his bakkie.
How proud he would be had he been
able to see how that little girl of his
turned out.

Those of us who worship here at St
John’s saw Joysie gradually transform
before our eyes into a confident
woman of God. She knew who she
was ‘in Him’ and that knowing Him
freed her to become the woman He
had created her to be.

The years flash past – Joysie goes
to school – and we are all busy with
the busyness of life. She grew up
to be a young woman of strong
character and an independent
streak. As the fourth daughter
following after three pretty powerful
sisters, she told me once that it was
not easy to find her own identity.
She could so easily have become
a rebel, deciding that the path her
sisters were on was pretty much
occupied.

Joysie knew times of great sadness
and difficulty that would have made
many of us bitter, hard and filled
with self pity. With Joy, the time of
trial produced deep compassion and
an ever closer walk with the Lord.
As she played her part in the
worship team, leading us in worship
each Sunday, I was amazed at how

But she didn’t do that. She had
seen enough of God in the lives of
her family to know that He was real.
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our Lord was the governing force in
her life. He ruled her world with His
perfect love, His peace and His grace.
She relied completely on His great
kindness and goodness to her. She knew
that all good things come to those who
love God no matter the pain, no matter
the cost. Joysie surrendered the very
fibre of her being to Jesus and He
was faithful to her. He never left her,
especially in her darkest hours. It was
in those times that God’s light seemed
to shine brightest. Never did He leave
her or forsake her in her gentleness and
self control. Joy was like a beautiful
fragrance, a gentle mist that quietly and
subtly infiltrated our hearts and lives.’’

she seemed to become more and
more beautiful as each week
passed. It was both an inner
and outer beauty. She seemed
simply radiant – and always
with a touch of colourful
pizzaz!
When preparing to share,
I asked some of those particularly
close to Joy to write down what
she had meant to them. Denise’s
response was immediate. “ Joysie
demonstrated to me all
the nine fruits of the Holy
Spirit. Pete Farrant said the
following: “Joy was kind and
displayed all of the fruits of
the spirit at various times.
Mary Stephenson’s words
were: “There was a special
fragrance whenever Joy was
around. Her grace and beauty
– the fruit of the Spirit – love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self control.’’
What a tribute!

“The word tells us ‘since we live by the
Spirit. Let us keep in step with the Spirit.’
That is exactly how I knew Joysie to
be. She walked to the beating of God’s
heart and His Almighty life-giving Spirit
flooded her veins within so magnificently
that it spilled over for all to see. And by
her fruit could we see Him.’’
Tanya Baber, who knew her
as a family member, but also in
the context of her working at the
WWS said this: “Joy – everything

That is pretty amazing, I thought.
Phil has added cheekily that she also
had the Fruit of cheekiness. That
was the lovely thing – Joy had a
great sense of nonsense and fun.

she did was in step with Jesus. She
treated everyone with grace and
compassion. She was so gentle
in her approach with
people. She touched

Denise, her great friend who
spent time with Joy each week
preparing to lead the Sunday
worship together: “Joysie’s love for
14

the heart of every single person she met,
just because of the person she was.
From family, to friends, acquaintances,
colleagues to patients and clients; everyone
who knew Joy was affected by Joy.

Mary Stephenson, her very close
friend and work colleague wrote:
“In Philippians 4: 8 we read:

‘Whatever is true, whatever is noble,
whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is admirable – if anything
is excellent or praiseworthy – think
about such things. Whatever you
have heard, or seen in me – put into
practice. And the God of peace will
be with you.’ What we put in our

In everything she did, she walked with
Jesus, and anyone who came close to Joy
knew and felt this. Jesus was in control
of Joy’s life. She had surrendered herself
and was obedient to our Lord completely.
Through all her sadness and trials in
her life, from losing her Dad, Michaeli
and to recent trials, she had grown in her
relationship to God and found complete
strength in Him. In a particularly
difficult time in her life, she said to me:
‘ I will not let myself become depressed.
Every day, I will exercise my body and
my mind.’ She did this and was an
example to all of us of how to carry on
in adversity. She faced so much, but tried
to keep positive and always had that
beautiful smile.

minds determines what comes out
in words and actions – and nobody
I have ever known could be a better
example than Joy – there was a
special fragrance when she was
around.’’

Joy was also full of fun and had a
radiant sparkle in her eye always. Joy
had an amazing peace about her that
radiated from her. To me, personally,
Joy was a beautiful example of how to
be feminine, pretty and beautiful. She
was so graceful. I can’t believe she is
gone – our dear Joy. The only comfort
is that we KNOW she is with Jesus.”
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Waterberg Welfare Society
Joy has worn many different hats
at different times – from running a
butchery to running volunteers to
catering and producing delicious
food; but she really found her calling
as the Projects Manager at the WWS.
Doctor Peter Farrant wrote:

“There is so much you could say about
Joy. Above all she had great integrity.
She was hard working, committed to
her job, absolutely fair; she had a great
administrative ability, and an excellent
rapport with the staff of WWS as
the HR Manager. She was kind and
displayed all the fruits of the Spirit at
various times. She was prepared to go
out of her way to help people in trouble
and in that way displayed love for her
neighbour. Her commitment to the Lord
Jesus was unswerving and became
more and more a part of her life. Her life

found that Joy kept verses and
messages of encouragement and
upliftment around her. Tanya was
telling me how Joy managed to
bring the best out of her staff, and
was able to reach some people that
others could not. As Tanya worked
in her office, clearing it out, patients
were continually popping in with
tears streaming down their faces.
Joy’s compassion and empathy for
the patients was endless – and they
were devastated at her passing.
Joy never blew any trumpets about
what she was doing at work, and so
even those in her close family had
little idea of all that she was doing.
Tanya’s words: “Joy seamlessly

managed the staff in HR and
successfully set up the data capture
system with Sabina for the Wellness
clinic for over 1000 patients. Recently,
she worked on the absolute minutiae
of the plan to transition the WWS
Wellness Clinic to the Government

demonstrated the two great commandments
in action.

She was a fun loving, gregarious,
enthusiastic Christian lady. She is
irreplaceable in our community and at
the WWS and is HUGELY missed.
We are all much better for having
known her and the world is a poorer
place with her passing. Heaven has
received a pearl of great value.
Tanya Baber had the job of
clearing out Joy’s office and she
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Clinic, without compromising our
patients, or overloading the sisters
at the clinic. She had an amazing
ability to see the best in everyone,
and see problems from other people’s
perspectives. She could bring harmony
to situations, and get people working
together well. At WWS she grew and
matured in her work over the years
like a tree; recently she was really
blossoming and bearing fruit and
that was a privilege to be part of and
wonderful to witness”.

Before Joy left for her
Mozambique trip, she had bought
15 study guides on the book of
Daniel – ready for a ladies’ Bible
Study to take off on the Monday of
her return.
Joy had thought of everything
- and what she had prepared was
not simply functional, but beautiful.
There were three magnificent
stralitzias in a vase to welcome those
who came.
Becky Volek has planted a
stralitzia in the pot at the cottage
in memory of Joy. None of we
ladies will ever be able to look at a
stralitzia again without thinking of
Joy Baber.

Christian Centre
Joy had a vision. She quietly
pursued this vision without
fanfare, but set about it with her
characteristic practical, makeit-happen determination. She
wanted a Christian Centre in
Vaalwater where Christians of all
denominations could meet for Bible
Study, counseling, prayer – a place
that would be alive with the buzz
of Christian life in action. She
had prepared this place, which we
are now calling the Place of Joy
with utmost care – comfortable
sofas bought on e-bay, a brand new
flat screen Television, a dvd player,
coffee, tea, milk and sugar in the
cupboard, even a bottle of head
ache pills in the bathroom.

Joy was ready for her Lord.
We know that she is now with Him
and we are greatly comforted to
know from the promises of scripture
that her life has not ended but that
it is in a magnificent sense truly
beginning. Yet we miss her, and it
will take time for that wound of loss
to heal.
Many can echo Denise’s words:

“Joysie was a cherished friend,
trustworthy and true. She will always
have a special place in my heart and
I will remain grateful and humbled
to have had my life enriched by one as
beautiful as her.’’
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ST JOHN THE BAPTIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
Elders:				
Charles Baber
014 755 4000 or 083 276 0518
Joan Baber
014 755 4087 or 082 395 7852
Peter Farrant
014 755 3661 or 082 569 9147
David Baber
014 755 3661 or 082 569 9147
Philip Calcott
014 755 4425 or 078 207 8570
Alan van Coller
014 755 4549 or 073 179 4313
Officers:
Chairman of Council – Shane Dowinton
Secretary
Treasurer – Simone Baber

014 755 4009 or 083 419 1929
014 755 4430 or 083 302 5123

Banking Details: FNB Modimolle, Branch no 260247,
Account no 531 746 01684

PLEASE JOIN US:
Men’s Bush Breakfast At ‘Exciting Times’
Joan Baber’s Contact: Shane Dowinton, 014 755 4009
Ladies Bible Studies on Monday and Wednesday at 8 am at
Church Cottage, Place of Joy
led by Juliet Calcott
107 Holtzhuizen, Vaalwater
Alpha Course at Craig and Trish’s Wednesdays
Phone Juliet Calcott 083 552 2117

Do you have information for The Source?
Contact: Marilyn Cook, 014 755 4142 or 084 805 2199
marilyn@mission2sa.org
Published by:
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ST JOHNS CHURCH SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE AT
9:15 for Praise and Worship, 9:30 Service Begins
Take the Melkrivier Road to the Twenty-Four Rivers sign.
Turn right and travel 10 km. Turn left and left again into church property.

“The Lord possessed me

At the beginning of His way,
before His works of old.

From everlasting I was established,

From the beginning, from the earliest times
of the earth…”

Proverbs 8:22,23

Purpose Statement
To bring people to Jesus and membership in His family;
to develop them in Christlike maturity and equip them for their ministry
in the church and life mission in the world in order to glorify God.

