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It’s so familiar to us –  
we’ve prayed it since we were  

small children in school or perhaps with our 
families even before we started school.  

But do we really think about  
what we are praying?

To come before the God of  the Universe  
and address Him as Our Father – what 

does hallowed mean? What is His 
Kingdom, what is His will?

Does He truly provide our daily bread?
And what about forgiveness, can you pray 

this prayer without first forgiving your 
neighbor? What is the evil and temptation 
He talks about? And, finally, do we truly 
praise the One who has the Kingdom, the 

Power and the Glory?
The prayer Jesus gave to us, has in it 

everything we need for worship, godliness, 
and our everyday needs. It’s all there. 

Let’s pray it with real passion – now and 
forevermore!

The Lord’s Prayer
Marilyn Cook



Tina du Toit

“Our Father…” The Father Heart of God

“What have you done, you stupid 
girl? You are going to pay me back 
every penny, and don’t expect any 
sympathy if  you’ve hurt yourself, it’s 
your own fault.”

Thank the Lord that I was blessed 
with a good father.

 Instead Dad said, “Are you ok?”, 
as he put his arms around me and 
we stared at the remains of  my (his) 
Renault 5. It was now a Renault 2.5. 
Never mind that the car was beyond 
repair, or that Dad had worked hard 
to earn the money to buy it for me 
to use, he was just concerned that I 
wasn’t injured in the accident. This 
was one of  my experiences of  the 
forgiving, protecting, unconditional 
love of  my earthly father.

 What is a good father? We 
instinctively feel that a good father 
should love his children and always 
have their best interest at heart. 
His love should be unconditional 
and faithful. He should nurture his 
children, patiently teaching them how 
to cope with life, sharing his wisdom 
and knowledge, his discernment 
and understanding, disciplining 
them in love and providing them 
a good example to follow. A good 
father should always be accessible to 

provide comfort, encouragement and 
affirmation. But our earthly fathers 
are not perfect, they can only do their 
best.

 In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus teaches 
the disciples how they are to talk to 
God in prayer, by calling out to Him 
as “Our Father...” (Matthew 6:9). God 
loves His believers so much that He is 
willing to be a Father to us and treat 
us as His legitimate children, “How 
great is the love the Father has lavished 
on us, that we should be called children 
of  God!” (1 John 3:1).

 Our God is not only a good Father, 
He is a perfect Father:
 He loves us – “God demonstrates 
His own love for us in this: while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.” (Romans 5:8). God’s love is 
unconditional and sacrificial, the true 
love described in 1 Corinthians 13: 
4-8, that “...always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” 
It never fails us. It is faithful 
and forgiving, “There is now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus...” (Romans 8:1). God’s love 
will not be withdrawn from us - and 
neither can we be separated from it!

Matthew 6:9
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He seeks only good for us –  
“...in all things God works for the good of  
those who love Him...” (Romans 8:28).
He teaches us – the Bible is an 
infinite source of  wisdom, knowledge 
and understanding. The gospel 
accounts of  Jesus life on earth provide 
an example for us to follow and show 
us how to live a life that pleases God 
and reflects our love for Him. As a 
child grows and develops in character 
by emulating the actions and words 
of  their earthly father, so too can 
we grow in spiritual character and 
faith by emulating Jesus. When we 
believe, we become new creations, 
sons created to be like our Father 
God, “...created to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness.” (Ephesians 
4:24). So we should strive to imitate 
God by living a life of  love, “Be 
imitators of  God, therefore, as dearly 
loved children and live a life of  love, just 
as Christ loved us...” (Ephesians 5:1).
He disciplines us - God shows we 
are his true sons by disciplining us 

when we start to go astray (Hebrews 
12: 4-12). Having faith that God 
works all for our good, we can accept 
this discipline without fear, knowing 
that even if  painful, it strengthens 
and refines our character, “...but 
God disciplines us for our good, 
that we may share in His holiness.” 
(Hebrews 12:10).
He provides for us – In Matthew 
6: 25-33, Jesus teaches us not to 
worry about the basic needs of  life 
because God knows what we need 
before we ask, “...your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them.” (Matthew 
6: 32). Rather we should seek His 
Kingdom first, and He will provide 
for these needs, “But seek first His 
kingdom and His righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well.” 
(Matthew 6:33). When we ask for 
something according to His will, He 
hears us and we will have what we 
ask for. (1 John 5:14-15).
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He protects us – when we are 
tempted, God always provides us 
with a way out (1 Corinthians 10:13). 
He guarantees we will overcome the 
world and have eternal life and He 
protects us from the evil one, “the one 
who was born of  God keeps Him safe, 
the evil one cannot harm him.” (1 John 
5:18).
He is always accessible –  
God knows and sees all things, even 
our deepest thoughts and feelings, 
“Nothing in all creation is hidden from 
God’s sight” (Hebrews 4:13). He has 
promised never to leave or forsake 
us, “Never will I leave you; never will I 
forsake you.” (Deuteronomy 31:6) and 
always to be with us, “And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of   
the age.” (Matthew 28:20).
He is patient with us –  
God patiently delays His judgement 
on the world, wanting everyone to 
come to Him in repentance and 
faith, “He is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9).

If  God is our Father, then we have 
a uniquely privileged position in 
creation, for we are His sons. As sons, 
we bear Hs name – CHRISTians 
– and we are legitimate heirs to His 
inheritance. Revelation 21 reveals 
to us a glorious picture of  this 
anticipated inheritance – eternal life 
in heaven, a place where there is  

“...no more death or mourning or crying 
or pain...” and where God Himself  
will dwell with us and wipe the very 
tears from our eyes.

 Until that day, our Father has 
guaranteed our inheritance by 
marking us with His Holy Spirit, by 
which He lives in us, “Having believed, 
you were marked in Him with a seal, the 
promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit 
guaranteeing our inheritance until the 
redemption...” (Ephesians 1:13-14). 
He gives us this “Spirit of  sonship”, 
which testifies that we are God’s 
children and enables us to call Him, 
“‘Abba’, Father” (Romans 8:15-16). 
We can show our Father that we love 
Him by obeying His commands, 
“This is love for God, that we obey His 
commands” (1 John 5:3). By obeying 
His command to love others, and by 
acknowledging that Jesus Christ is 
His Son (1 John 4:15), God lives in 
us and we will show the world that 
we are His children, “...if  we love 
one another, God lives in us and His 
love is made complete in us” (1 John 
4:12 ). Our hope is that as others 
see Him living in us, they too will 
come to know Him, to love Him and 
ultimately to share in His inheritance 
with us.

Quotations from NIV translation.
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Marilyn Cook

HALLOWED be Thy Name

‘Hallowed’ be Thy name – just 
to say the word causes a welling up 
from deep inside me of  awe and 
reverence for my Heavenly Father. 
David in Psalm 109:13 says, “Holy 
and awesome is Thy Name.”

 To be hallowed is to be set apart 
as holy, to consecrate, to sanctify. 
A place that was hallowed was 
the second room of  the Israelites’ 
tabernacle (or tent, dedicated to God, 
constructed according to His explicit 
plans). There was the Holy Place 
where only the priest could enter to 
renew the consecrated bread and to 
keep the holy incense burning and to 
keep the lamps burning continually. 
Then there was the Holy of  Holies 
– so Holy that only the high priest 
could enter once a year with the 
blood of  the animal sacrificed for the 
sins of  the people. In it was the Ark 
of  the Covenant with the Cherubim 
overlooking the Mercy Seat where the 
blood was poured out – the place of  
God’s Presence. This Holy of  Holies 
was so holy that the high priest went 
in with a rope around his foot so that 
if  something happened to him while 
he was inside the priests could pull 
out his body without going in lest 
they die by entering God’s Holy of  
Holies. I think that Hallowed is the 

best word to describe the holiness 
there.

 But, that was a physical place. 
We’re thinking of  God the Father 
whose Name is to be Hallowed. Yes, 
He is our loving Heavenly Father, but 
we need to come into His presence 
with awe and reverence – Hallowed 
be Thy Name! It is more holy and 
sacred than we can even imagine it 
to be!

 He is not ‘the man upstairs’ or any 
of  the other unholy terms that might 
be jokingly applied to Him.

There are many other terms 
applied to His name:
Glorious – “O may Thy glorious 
name be blessed” – Nehemiah 9:5, 
Psalm 72:19
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Blessed – “Blessed be the name of  
the Lord” – Job 1:21

Majestic – “O Lord, our Lord, how 
Majestic is Thy name in all the earth” – 
Psalm 8:1

Glory – “Ascribe to the Lord the glory 
due to His name;” – Psalm 29:2

Holy – “…and give thanks to His 
holy name.” – Psalm 30:4

Near – “We give thanks to Thee, O 
Lord we give thanks, for Thy name is 
near.” Psalm 75:1

Exalted – “For His name alone is 
exalted;” Psalm 148:14

Strong Tower – “The name of  the 
Lord is a strong tower, the righteous runs 
into it and is safe.” Psalm 18:10

 There are strong warnings 
concerning the use of  His name:

“You shall not take the name of  the 
Lord your God in vain.” – Exodus 20:7

“And you shall not swear falsely by 
My name, so as to profane the name of  
your God; I am the Lord.” – Leviticus 
19:12

 But, it was our Lord who taught 
us to pray, “Hallowed be Thy Name.” 
We can come to Him as a child to 
his father, but at the same time in 
reverence and awe.

“Bless the Lord, O my soul; 
 and all that is within me, 
 bless His holy name.” Psalm 103:1

Lethabo – a Happy Place!

kid’s club
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To understand what we are 
praying for with this short sentence 
we need to take a quick overview of  
scripture.

In Matthew 4 we read about how 
Jesus was led by the Spirit into the 
desert to be tempted by the devil. 
In verse 8, we read about the third 
temptation:

“Again the devil took Him to a very 
high mountain and showed Him all 
the kingdoms of  the world and their 
splendour. All this I will give 
you,’’ he said, “if You will bow 
down and worship me.”

Jesus did not rebuke him by saying: 
“Well, it is all Mine anyway.’’ 

His reply was, “Away from Me, 
Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the 
Lord your God and serve Him only.” 

Many people are angry with God 
because of  all the suffering in the 
world, all the evil rulers and ‘bad 
stuff ’ that goes on. If  God is in 
control, why does He allow all this?

To understand the answer to this 
question, we need to go back to 
Genesis 1. When God had made 
man, he put him in charge of   
the earth. 

God blessed them and said to them: 
“Be fruitful and increase in number; fill 

the earth and subdue it. Rule over the 
fish of  the sea and the birds of  the air 
and over every living creature that moves 
on the ground.” Then God said,  
“I give you every seed-bearing plant on 
the face of  the whole earth and every tree 
that has fruit with seed in it. They will 
be yours for food.’’ (Genesis 1:28,29)

So God gave Man authority 
on the earth. Then, wanting to 
give man ‘choice’, God placed a tree 
in the garden that man was not to 
touch – ‘the tree of  the knowledge of  
good and evil.’ Man, would have to 
choose to trust that God knew best. 
He would have to choose to obey of  
his own free will.

Satan in the form of  a 
serpent had no authority on 
the earth. He knew, though that 
if  he could tempt man to obey 
him instead of  God, mankind 
would hand some of  his own 
authority to Satan.

Each time mankind, throughout 
history, responds to the tempter’s 
lure and does what Satan wants, 
Satan’s power on the earth is 
increased.

In history, there have been 
times when a powerful 
king has been under 

Juliet Calcott

“Thy kingdom Come, Thy will be done.’’
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the sway of  an evil person. Imagine 
Russia, under the influence of  
Rasputin. He had no authority of  
his own, but as the royal family 
submitted to him, he controlled 
them more and more and he wielded 
increasing authority over Russia.

The same thing happened in Israel 
when Ahab submitted to Jezebel. She 
ruled, not because it was her right to 
do so, but because she controlled the 
rightful ruler.

So today, we see that Satan has 
great authority on the earth, but 
always because the peoples of  the 
world have submitted to him and 
chosen to believe his lies, rather than 
the word of  God.

Ultimately God is in control of  the 
whole universe. Why does He not put 
a stop to this rebellion? The answer 
is that He will, on the day He comes 
back to judge the earth. For now, 
He is allowing us all to make free 
choices. We experience the natural 
consequences of  those choices in our 
private lives and as nations.

“Thy Kingdom come, Thy 
will be done.’’ As we pray these 
words, we reverse the process.

Satan’s tack has always been to 
directly contradict God. 

Eve says to Satan, “God did say... you 
must not touch it, or you will die.’’

Satan replies, “You will not surely 
die... God knows when you eat it, you 
will be like God...”

So, who is telling the truth? God 
or Satan? The woman has to choose 
whom she will believe. The one she 
trusts and obeys will have the 
authority in her life.

This is why FAITH is so important 
to God. When we BELIEVE Him, 
we believe in His character, we 
believe in what He says and we obey 
Him. He is able to rule in our lives 
and to protect us from the evil one.

When we choose to DOUBT Him 
and to believe in the tempter’s lies, 
we give Satan authority over us and 
over our children... and ultimately 
over our nations.

As Christians we are able to 
take this authority back from 
Satan. Jesus has paid the price for 
our foolishness. He has paid for our 
release from bondage to Satan. 



We are able to walk free, and to 
BELIEVE and OBEY the loving 
Father who created us.

Then, we are able to pray 
for the extension of  HIS rule 
and reign in ourselves, in our 
families, in our nations. This is 
intercession.

As we do this, we release the all 
powerful God to work without 
over-riding free will. We have invited 
Him. What a privilege! What a 
responsibility.

Where His Kingdom Comes, 
He is King and His Law of  
Love is at work. We see the power 
of  this during times of  revival as in 
Wales when the many gaols were 
closed because there was so little 
crime. Whole communities can be 
turned around as the Christians in 
that place invite the Kingdom and 
Will of  God.

Our authority is spelt out in the 
words of  Jesus: “I tell you the 
truth, whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.’’ (Matthew 18:18) That’s 
some authority and it is given ‘in 
Christ Jesus’.

Paul explains that “our struggle is not 
against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of  this dark world and against 
the spiritual forces of  evil in the heavenly 
realms.’’ (Ephesians 6:12)

We see this at work practically in 
the book of  Daniel. He had been 
fasting and praying for 21 days and 
wondering why he did not receive an 
answer. In Daniel 10:12, the angel 
begins to speak: “Do not be afraid, 
Daniel. Since the first day that you set 
your mind to gain understanding and to 
humble yourself  before your God, your 
words were heard, and I have come in 
response to them. But the prince of  the 
Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one 
days. Then Michael, one of  the chief  
princes, came to help me, because I was 
detained there with the king of  Persia. 
Now I have come...”

Here we are given a glimpse of  
the sort of  struggle described in 
Ephesians 6. We see that there are 
evil principalities and powers over 
different areas. They probably 
relate directly to the sinful choices 
of  the people in those areas. They 
war against the Kingdom of  God, 
but as we pray – and we now have 
the authority of  the blood of  Jesus 
– we can see the Kingdom of  God 
and His glorious will powerfully 
advancing in our lives, the lives of  
our loved ones and in our nation.

Let us believe and not faint. Let 
us give ourselves with faith to the 
Lord’s prayer and pray daily, “Thy 
Kingdom Come, Thy will be 
done, on earth” – in my life, 
in my family, in St John’s, 
in Vaalwater and Leseding, 
in South Africa – as it is in 
Heaven. Hallelujah!
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The vision for 2012 is to see our 
country covered in prayer! Our 
country is in huge need of  prayer for 
our leaders, churches and people. 
We need to unite as churches and 
denominations and seek the face of  
God for our country: 2 Chronicles 
7:14 – “If  My people, who are called 
by My name, will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven and will forgive their sin and will 
heal their land”. The theme song for 
this year of  prayer is “Spirit Break 
Out”. 
 We are inviting each church to 
take one week of  prayer in 2012 
and cover it in as many hours of  
prayer as possible. We have an 
online registration form and website 
calendar for the 2012 year of  prayer: 
http://www.alphasa.co.za/weeks.php. 

The main prayer points for the year 
of  prayer are:
1. The salvation of  the multitudes 

that have not yet received Jesus 
Christ as Lord

2. The outpouring of  the Holy 
Spirit in our churches

3. Guidance and wisdom for our 
church leaders

4. Our government leaders
There have been many other prayer 
initiatives for our country, may this be 
another united effort to seek healing 
for our land and people.

Blessings

Tarynne Willis
Alpha South Africa  
Kingdom Come 2012 SA Coordinator
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Kingdom Come 2012 YEAR OF PRAYER

To trust God has 
become a habit for us. 
That is the way that God 
started the Bushveld 
Mission and the way it is 
going on every day. Since 
January we have had 
60 children with us and 
more reason to trust God 
for our daily bread - that 
means the food that all 
of  us eat and the physical 
and spiritual strength 
to go on every day. We 
have really experienced God as our Provider. I don’t know how many times 
we didn’t have money for food, but went to the bank in faith and when we got 
there, somebody had paid in. We can only give all honour and glory to 
God who provides for us every day in every way!

 This year started 
with a bang as 
we have 15 more 
children than last 
year and it makes 
a huge difference. 
Last year December 
we worked hard to 
ready all the rooms 
for the children - we 
made new duvet 
covers and curtains. 
As always, we are 
busy building; we 
are now building a 

Thunette Nadea

Give us this day our daily bread
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room for the volunteers, chicken coops and a garden of  peace. The Lord has 
blessed us with wonderful volunteers from Denmark who are helping us.

We now have 20 Secondary school children and 40 Primary school children, 
and this year we have 3 little ones at home who are Pre-school. 

It is amazing how God has blessed us, even with all the extra kids, we still have 
enough food to eat each meal, enough toiletries and everything we need.

Bushveld Mission 

It’s only necessary for one day at a time
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“ “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.” 
Matthew 6:12

We live in an imperfect world where we are going 
to get hurt by others, whether it be intentionally 
or not. It has become the norm to be driven by a 
grudge, to have a score to settle. 

 We have heard people saying, “God forgives, I 
don’t” or “I need to restore my honour”, or “I’ll forgive 
him when I’m dead.”

 We all have carried the burden of  a lack of  forgiveness in our lives 
sometime or other, maybe you are carrying that now. I say carry because the 
word implies a weight and heaviness that pulls you down and robs you of  the 
strength and energy that God gives you.

 If  you have been wronged and don’t forgive that person, you are not 
portraying the image of  Christ. That person (debtor) needs to experience 
something that is not the norm. To receive forgiveness unexpected shows 
that there is grace and goodness, that a person can be Free, even though he is 
wronged, and ultimately that we can be saved.

 God doesn’t ask us to forgive, He demands it. He has forgiven us FIRST! 
How can we then not forgive others? By forgiving we are being obedient to 
God.

 Will this obedience be turned into grace and blessings? By forgiving others 
we not only set others Free, we are setting ourselves Free as well through Jesus 
Christ.

 By admitting that we are sinners (“Forgive us our debts”) we acknowledge 
that we also need Christ’s forgiveness and that we need Him to be Free.

 No matter which way you play it, Forgiveness = Freedom.

Forgive us 
Allan Hart
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We’re indeed thankful for those who God 
moved to help “The Fold” to advance to 
where it is today. The children are doing well 
in language learning, beginning computer 
skills (thanks to those who donated and set 
up lap tops for us), being tutored after school, 
and family life. They ask good questions and 
made good comments at our daily Bible 
story time. These were street children who 
had a very tough look to them. Big Lucky 
was acting as overseer/protector/provider. 
He now has the countenance of  a child his 
own age. They are becoming more of  a 
family and seeing that they are responsible 
for certain things to maintain a good clean 
family life, and that being responsible is 
good for the whole family.

God has brought “The Fold” in about one 
year’s time a large garden with shade net 
tunnel and electric fence, tractor, new trailer, 
a second house, good council, personal visits 
and help in many areas.

We will soon be putting the finishing touches 
to the second house.

We had some great volunteers last year, 
including Becky and Sonia, who stayed with 
us for two months. We expect quite a few 
volunteers this year, and have already had 
3 this year, including Micky’s mom, who 
was kept busy at the sewing machine. We 
are grateful for all those who support us 
financially and with their time.

If you would like to help in any 
way, here are our details:

Nedbank Lephalale

Current account # 1445126591 
Branch # 144547

 Fold
the

Children's Home
SA

The Fold
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A twenty minute drive around the 
suburbs of  Johannesburg, just a few 
minutes TV or a browse through 
a few current magazines and I 
am bombarded with advertising. 
According to the media I “need” 
a new car, the latest “I” thing, 
Gucciani shoes and probably a 
complete makeover if  I am to 
survive in the 21st century without 
ridicule. The modern western 
world loves temptation, it thrives 
on it. Our consumer driven age 
relies on us yielding, so to speak, to 
temptation, and would probably 
call our Christian perspective a 
little old fashioned. The modern 
era is a materialistic one and even 
if  it acknowledged a supernatural 
perspective it would probably poo 
poo the idea of  temptation as a 
negative influence.

But did Jesus really suggest that 
wanting the latest fad was evil? To 
me, the clue is in the second half  of  
the line, “...but rescue us from the 
evil one.” Other translations leave 
the line at deliver us from evil but 
here in the New Living translation 
we see evil, not just as a force but 
as personal. Jesus is warning us that 
behind our temptations lies a person 
who is trying to deceive us.

As long as we see temptations as 
products we neglect to see them 
as principles. The devil is happy 
with that. We have a very genuine 
enemy, Jesus mentions him often, 
three times Jesus calls him the prince 
of  this world, and he wants us to 
believe in lesser gods. From the 
outset he has set about deceiving us 
using our own natural inclinations to 
lure us, disguising his lies in simple 
temptations, an apple in the Garden 
of  Eden, bread in the wilderness, as 
Jesus Himself  was tempted. So simple 
that the temptation can hardly be 
called a sin but by implication giving 
in to it leads us away from God.

Of  course, temptations don’t just 
shout from the billboards either. The 
devil used Peter’s own words to tempt 
Jesus from His path to the cross, 
enough for a stern rebuke “Get behind 
me Satan!”. Temptations come in 
disguise, it is their nature. So how do 
we recognise them for what they are 
and how do we defeat them?

Jesus used the Word. Scripture is 
our code breaker and our weapon.

When we fill up with the Word we 
find the character of  God, we learn 
about His desires, His integrity, His 
purposes, and in them we see life and 

Shane Dowinton

“And don’t let us yield to temptation,  
but rescue us from the evil one.” 
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our role in it from a much bigger and 
better perspective. The Holy Spirit 
shows us the world through the lens 
of  His Word and that perspective 
makes all that God is, all that He 
gives to us more exciting, more 
beautiful, more wonderous. The devil 
lies to us telling us that beauty can 
only be found on the outside of  a 
person, he tells us that sex is purely 
a physical act, he says that created is 
more important than the Creator. It’s 
a golden calf. It’s a poor imitation of  
the real thing.

Temptation will surround us 
always, it’s the devil’s ploy. It’s not 
that things, or objects, words or 
people are in themselves wrong, but 
if  they are put in place of  God or His 
purposes they become an idol. What 
we ought to bear in mind is that 
temptation in the devil’s hands can 
become a test in God’s hands and He 
will not test us beyond what we can 
bear. If  we trust in God’s promises 
about Himself  and for us we can 
turn from temptation and glorify 
God in the triumph. That’s why we 
pray - “...don’t let us yield to temptation, 
but deliver us from the evil one.”
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“For Thine is the Kingdom, the 
power, and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen” Matthew 6:13

It is interesting that these 
beautiful words were not 
originally used by the Lord Jesus 
in His prayer as recorded by 
Matthew or Luke, as the prayer 
ended with “deliver us from evil”. 
However, the young church 
in the second or third century 
added this affirmation of  Praise.

 There is broad Biblical support 
for this. When King David was 
about to build the temple, he 
declared in I Chronicles 29:11, 
“Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the 
power, and the glory, the victory and the 
majesty. Yours is the Kingdom.”

 Echos of  this doxology vibrate 
at the end of  time from the 
Four Living Beings chanting in 
Revelation 5:13, with the whole 
earth and all its creatures, saying, 
“Blessing and honour and glory and 
power belong to Him who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb forever and ever.”

 Thus we have a fitting 
conclusion to the end of  the 
Lord’s Prayer, as it is a statement 
of  God’s pre-eminence.

 Sadly, tragically, in 2012 
we do not see the honour and 
excitement that thoughts of  
the Kingdom, the Power and 
the Glory have generated in 
Christians throughout the 
centuries. On the contrary, 
earthly power, endless efforts 
to increase men’s fortunes and 
the worship of  superstars and 
film and other celebrities is what 
the world ’s striving for; money, 
power and fame.

No thought is given to the fact 
that the glory sought by today’s 
world becomes yesterday’s 
empires, today’s history lessons, or 
tomorrow’s archaeological digs.

 When we contemplate the 
Kingdom of  God we see it as 
having two parts, spiritual and 
physical. We experience the 
splendor and exquisite and 
varied beauty of  the created 
world; its stars, magnificent 
powerful oceans and mountains, 
shimmering lakes, waterfalls, 
deserts, savannahs, forests, 
rivers, rocks, amazingly beautiful 
flowers everywhere, wild and 
tame animals, its butterflies, 
birds, dragonflies, moths and a 

Nina Baber
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whole world of  miniature species, 
insects and fish, all intricately 
made and functioning as a whole 
until man, the final masterpiece 
of  intricate creation, created 
beautiful, but given free will. This 
free will is spoiling and exploiting 
God’s amazing and dazzlingly 
beautiful creation and this leads 
us to the Spiritual aspect of  the 
Kingdom of  God.
The Spiritual Kingdom of  God 
concerns man and all creatures 
relationship with an amazingly 

loving, but infinitely pure and 
holy and wonderful God. This 
Father God deigns to desire the 
fellowship of  His fallen sons 
and daughters, with a hundred 
times more love for them than an 
earthly father or mother could 
ever have given. His Spiritual 
Kingdom, which we enter by 
repentance, inspires us to love 
Our Father and to love others.  
It inspires us to express in our 
daily lives the gifts which the 
Holy Spirit encourages such 
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as love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control To this 
I would add that we Christians 
should be difficult to offend.
“Love is expressed by being patient 
and kind, not jealous or boastful or 
proud or rude. Love does not demand its 
own way. It is not irritable and keeps 
no records of  wrongs done to it. Love 
endures through every circumstance.”
Jesus also told us not to judge, 
and so many other wonderful 
things. All this is a pale shadow 
of  God’s love and how His 
Kingdom works.
When believers think of  the 
Power of  God, our finite minds 
reel. Everything was created 
by God’s Word, and the whole 
universe and everything in it 
is under God’s Power, which is 
infinite, and His is the Power of  
life and death, and the eternal 
destiny of  each one of  us. He 
knows when a sparrow falls to 
the ground. Through the Lord 
Jesus’ sacrificial death and victory 
God’s marvelous Power is there 
to help us in fighting against the 
world, the flesh and the devil 
as we go through life to our 
appointed end. 
The dazzling glory of  God is 

truly inexpressible. Our Lord 
Jesus embodies the Glory of  
God. He is Alpha and Omega, 
the Bright and Morning Star, the 
Resurrection and the Life, the 
Bread of  Life, the King of  Kings, 
the Lamb of  God, Light of  the 
World, Man of  Sorrows, Great 
High Priest, Lion of  Judah, Good 
Shepherd, Prince of  Peace, and 
Lord of  Lords. When arrested, 
Jesus said, “I am He.”
David constantly glorified God 
in his Psalms; Psalm 8, Psalm 91, 
Psalm 23, Psalm 103, 93, 104 and 
so many more are so beautiful 
and full of  praise. They help us 
to praise the majestic power and 
glory of  our God in 2012.
 In Mark 9:2,3 we see Jesus 
dazzlingly bright and white in 
the transfiguration, a glimpse of  
Glory. The exciting statement in 
Colossians 3:4 says “When Christ, 
who is your real life, is revealed to the 
whole world, you will share in all His 
Glory.”
Finally, over the rubble of  men’s 
little kingdoms, shines the Glory 
of  our God. When we pray as we 
ought we affirm God’s majesty, 
trumpet His Power and through 
the answer to our prayers, display 
His Glory.
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T his is a lovely story that 
Jesus told when He was 

being criticised for hanging out 
with the unsavoury people, the 
sinners of  His day. The religious 
types, the Pharisees, thought that 
spiritual leaders were an elite and 
so they should avoid the rougher 
element of  society and mix with 
the professionals and the better 
classes. Jesus told this parable to 
give them a glimpse of  God’s 
character-it would have turned their 
ideas on their head.

“If a man has a hundred 
sheep and one of them 
wanders away, what will he 
do? Won’t he leave the ninety 
nine others on the hills and go 
out to search for the one that 
was lost?”

I have mentioned before that I 
have this amazing job of  working 
with horses. I have a herd of  about 
80 to take care of. Someone once 
asked me how I remember all of  
their names and when I replied I had 
to answer that their names were the 
least of  issues when I looked at them. 
The herd has been part of  my life 
for 20 years now, sure, I know all of  
their names but I know all of  their 
stories too. Some were born on the 

farm so I watched them come into 
the world, I know their parents and 
some of  their grandparents. I taught 
many of  them to be ridden and 
some arrived at the farm after being 
neglected in other places, many had 
behaviour problems that needed to 
be changed for them to fit in with us. 
Occasionally, one gets sick or injured 
and so their wounds or illnesses 
need care and love to recover them. 
Over time we have done expeditions 
together and many odd things have 
happened that make great tales to 
tell around the campfire. Twice a 
day, every day, year after year, they 
come into my yard and are fed and 
groomed. Believe me when I tell 
you that I know all of  their names. 
If  one of  them didn’t come in one 
day I would know it and I would be 
out in the veld looking for him and 

The Parable of the Lost Sheep
Shane DowintonMatthew 6:9
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concerned. There are snakes and 
leopard, there is sickness and disease, 
he may have got caught in wire. I 
would search until I found him and 
I would be like the shepherd when I 
did, I would be overjoyed.

“And if he finds it, I tell you 
the truth, he will rejoice over it 
more than over the ninety nine 
that didn’t wander away!”

The Bible tells us that God has 
written each one of  our names on 
His hand. It also says that every 
day of  my life was recorded by 
Him before one of  them came to 
be. It says that He has a plan and a 
purpose for me, plans to prosper and 
to give me a future.

Jesus says that God is like the 
shepherd, like the cattleman, like the 
horseman. He loves each one of  us 
in His care, He knows our name and 

our story, and were one of  us, like the 
sheep, to stray away from Him, He 
would not only know immediately 
that we were gone but He would 
pursue us because we are important 
to Him.

“...it is not My Heavenly 
Father’s will that even one 
of these little ones should 
perish.”

I have mentioned this many times 
now but God is desperately looking 
for us to have a relationship with 
Him. He has sent His Son, like the 
good shepherd to search for us and 
even though we are the ones who 
have walked away from Him, when 
He finds us He doesn’t get angry, He 
rejoices. He puts us on His shoulders 
and returns us to where we will be 
safe, in relationship with Him. 

21



22

PLEASE JOIN US:

Men’s Bush Breakfast At ‘Exciting Times’  
Joan Baber’s Contact: Shane Dowinton, 014 755 4009

Ladies Bible Studies on Monday and Wednesday at 8 am 
Study of  Daniel 
At Place of  Joy 

107 Holtzhuizen, Vaalwater 
Contact, Becky, 082 570 8494 • Simone, 083 302 5123 

If  interested in the Alpha Course,  
please contact Juliet Calcott, 083 552 2117

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST COMMUNITY CHURCH

Elders:    
Charles Baber 014 755 4000 or 083 276 0518
Joan Baber 014 755 4087 or 082 395 7852
Peter Farrant 014 755 3661 or 082 569 9147
David Baber 014 755 3661 or 083 273 4525
Philip Calcott 014 755 4425 or 078 207 8570
Alan van Coller 014 755 4549 or 073 179 4313

Officers:
Chairman of  Council – Shane Dowinton 014 755 4009 or 083 419 1929
Secretary  
Treasurer – Simone Baber 014 755 4430 or 083 302 5123

Do you have information for The Source?
Contact: Marilyn Cook, 014 755 4142 or 084 805 2199

marilyn@mission2sa.org

Banking Details: FNB Modimolle, Branch no 260247,  
Account no 531 746 01684

Published by:



The Source
   ST JOHNS CHURCH SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE AT 

9:15 for Praise and Worship, 9:30 Service Begins

Take the Melkrivier Road to the Twenty-Four Rivers sign. 
Turn right and travel 10 km. Turn left and left again into church property.

Purpose Statement
To bring people to Jesus and membership in His family; 

to develop them in Christlike maturity and equip them for their ministry  
in the church and life mission in the world in order to glorify God.

“Ask and it shall be given to you; 

seek and you shall find; 

knock, and it shall be opened to you.”

Matthew 7:7


