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In considering LIFE, we begin at the beginning. Where did 
LIFE come from? Is all life just an accident of  nature? Our 
scientist, Dr Phil Calcott, discusses this question.

 Next, Dr Peter Farrant asks us to choose - to decide, “When 
does life begin”?

Shane Dowinton, our encourager, talks about the Abundant 
Life which Jesus offers to all who would accept Him. What is 
abundant life? How do you get it? Read on in The Source!

Add a couple of  testimonies about REAL LIFE and a poem by 
Rachel and a testimony of  a life lived in abundance and joy as 
we make a Tribute to Charles Baber, our dear elder and patriarch 
for so long.

Finally, we discuss 
Eternal Life – life 
that goes on forever 
with our blessed 
Lord. Perhaps 
this will answer 
questions for you 
about what happens 
when this life, as we 
know it, ends and 
there is a new and 
glorious beginning.

I don’t know about you, but I’m excited about making the most 
of  every day of  this life and I look forward to the blessed hope in 
Jesus of  Eternal Life.

“In Him was Life”
Marilyn Cook
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Do you ever find yourself  lying 
in the bath, maybe tweaking the 
hot tap with your big toe to get the 
temperature just right, and your 
mind drifts to pondering on how 
amazing it is that there is so much 
carbon in the universe? No? Strange 
that, I do, and it gives me a sort of  
warm feeling that even a perfectly 
temperatured bath can’t match.  
Let me explain. 

We’d be really stuck without 
carbon you know. The humble sixth 
atom in the periodic table, that 
perhaps we are most familiar with 
in the form of  soot, is actually a 
megastar amongst the 90 naturally 
occurring elements. Carbon’s special 
chemical properties make it uniquely 
suited to be the backbone of  all the 
organic compounds that make up 
you and I. Indeed, as far as we know, 
all life is, and has to be, based on the 
element carbon. No carbon, no life, 
and a very boring universe.

So, carbon is very useful, but 
what’s to ponder on? Well, basically 
the simple fact that, all things being 
equal, there shouldn’t really be much 
carbon on earth at all, certainly not 
enough to make us humans. All the 
carbon we have was made in stars, 
and it was made by one of  the most 

unlikely processes in the universe. 
It was made by bashing together, at 
amazingly high speed, three helium 
nuclei. 

To cut out all the physics, think 
of  it like this: imagine you have 
three blindfolded hunters each one 
standing at a separate corner of  a 
rugby pitch, armed with a rifle. Now, 
when you blow the whistle, each 
hunter has to start randomly firing 
his rifle all over the place. What do 
you think the chance is that as part of  
this fusillade three bullets happen to 
hit each other? Two maybe, once in a 
million years, but all three together? 
No chance. And yet the nuclear 
equivalent of  that is what is required 
to make Carbon. And we have lots 
of  it. 

So what is going on? It turns out 
that some very weird nuclear physics 
makes sure that two things happen. 
Firstly, if  two helium “bullets” do hit 
each other, they stick – not normally 
what bullets do, but a very precise 
ordering of  the energy levels of  the 
Berylium nucleus ensures that this is 
indeed what happens. So, OK, we 
have our two Helium nuclei stuck 
together, but now we have to hit 
them with our third bullet before 
they whizz past - still impossible. 

Philip Calcott

On the important topics of Baths and Beginnings 
(with a touch of Beryllium)
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Not if  the two stuck bullets swell 
up to the size of  a ice cream van 
it isn’t. Bizarre as it may seem, an 
extraordinary nuclear co-incidence 
ensures that this is sort of  what 
happens to our two helium bullets, 
making them such a big target that 
every now and then they do indeed 
get hit by the needed third bullet, and 
bingo, we get some carbon.

If  that feels a little spooky to you, 
then you are not alone. It so spooked 
the famous atheist physicist Sir Fred 
Hoyle who discovered it that he said, 

“A common sense interpretation of  
the facts suggests that a superintellect 
has monkeyed with physics, as well 
as with chemistry and biology, and 
that there are no blind forces worth 
speaking about in nature. The 
numbers one calculates from the facts 
seem to me so overwhelming as to 
put this conclusion almost beyond 
question.” 

Indeed. Particularly when one 
discovers that the carbon fluke is 

actually one of  many such flukes 
– without which life would be 
impossible. Many physicists have 
in fact calculated that if  you picked 
the fundamental properties of  the 
universe at random, the chance of  
getting a universe that could support 
life is less than 1 in ten to the power 
123 – that is 1 with 123 zeros after it. 
A very big number indeed. But still, 
here we are, happily sloshing in our 
baths, stuffed full of  carbon. 

What does it all mean? Well, 
as Fred says, someone has been 
tinkering with the universe. Someone 
has made a Goldilocks Universe 
just right for humans to exist in. If  
that’s true, then it means that you 
are not a chance event, you are part 
of  a plan - a plan that Someone put 
together even before the beginning 
of  the universe. That Someone must 
be very patient, very clever, and very 
powerful – and very interested in you. 
Now, that should be enough to give 
you a warm feeling, and maybe, just 
maybe, make you want to meet him. 
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Peter Farrant

When Does Life Begin? – You Decide!

This question is of  first order 
importance. Your view of  the whole 
of  life will be coloured by your 
answer to this question.

In my view there are two important 
steps to take before anyone can 
effectively answer this question – 
‘When does life begin?’
Step 1. Your view on creation 
(intelligent design) and evolution

Consider these two statements 
of  where we come from and what 
we are here for. First, the atheist 
philosopher, Quentin Smith, writes:

The fact of  the matter is that 
the most reasonable belief  is that 
we came from nothing, by nothing 
and for nothing...We should... 
acknowledge our foundation in 
nothingness and feel awe at the 
marvelous fact that we have a chance 
to participate briefly in this incredible 
sunburst that interrupts without 
reason the reign of  non-being.

Secondly, theologian and food critic, 
Robert Farrar Capon, begins his book, 
The Third Peacock, like this:

Let me tell you why God made 
the world. One afternoon, before 
anything was made, God the Father, 
God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit sat around in the unity of  

their Godhead discussing one of  the 
Father’s fixations. From all eternity, it 
seems, he had this thing about being. 
He would keep thinking up all kinds 
of  unnecessary things – new ways 
of  being and new kinds of  things 
to be. And as they talked, God the 
Son suddenly said, “Really, this is 
absolutely great stuff. Why don’t I 
go out and mix us up a batch?” And 
God the Holy Spirit said, “Terrific! 
I’ll help you.” So they all pitched 
in, and after supper that night, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit put on this 
tremendous show of  being for the 
Father. It was full of  water and light 
and frogs; pine cones kept dropping 
all over the place and crazy fish swam 
around in the wineglasses. There 
were mushrooms and grapes, horse 
radishes and tigers – and men and 
women everywhere to taste them, 
to juggle them, to join them and 
to love them. And God the Father 
looked at the whole wild party and 
said, “Wonderful! Just what I had in 
mind!”

In the end, there are basically 
only two possible sets of  views about 
the universe in which we live. It 
must, at heart, be either personal 
or impersonal. It must either be 
the product of  a Person, or the 
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unplanned, unintended by-product 
of  the impersonal + time + chance. 
Quentin Smith thinks that the 
universe is ultimately impersonal. 
He sees life as arbitrary (‘for nothing 
... without reason’) and temporary 
(‘briefly’). Robert Farrar Capon, on 
the other hand, believes that the 
universe is ultimately personal. It 
emerges from relationship, creativity, 
delight, love. It is purposeful (‘for the 
Father’, ‘to love them’) and rooted in 
permanence (‘From all eternity’).

There is no more important 
decision you can make about the 
universe than this. Is there a Person 
behind it or not? How you regard the 
universe, how you treat it, what you 
hope to get from it and give to it, how 
you view your own life and work and 
relationships and goals – all will be 
shaped decisively by how you answer 
that question. The Bible doesn’t keep 
us long in suspense about what its 
answer is: “In the beginning, God...” 
(Genesis 1:1).  
In the Jewish and Christian 
Scriptures, which begin with these 
words, we have, I suggest, the 
overall story which makes sense of  
our world, and our lives, and our 
longings, and our values, and our 
feeble and frustrated fumblings after 
an understanding of  who we are and 
what we are for.¹

Of  course there is so much to be 
said, thought about and considered 

when deciding what you believe 
regarding creation vs evolution.  
I do not wish to be flippant here, but 
obviously this is not the place for a 
serious scientific discussion. Before 
you can progress to Step 2, you have 
to decide about Step 1.
Step 2. The Genetics of  Life

In 1953 Francis Crick and James 
D Watson won the Nobel Prize for 
discovering the now famous double 
helix of  deoxyribonucleic acid 
(DNA), where the “Language of  
Life” or building blocks of  life are 
stored.

For more than 50 years, as scientists 
have studied the six feet of  DNA 
that’s tightly coiled inside every one 
of  our bodies one hundred trillion 
cells, they have marveled at how it 
provides the genetic information 
necessary to create all of  the proteins 
out of  which our bodies are built. In 
fact, each one of  the 30,000 genes 
that are embedded in our 23 pairs of  
chromosomes can yield as many as 
20,500 different kinds of  protein.²

DNA serves as the information 
storehouse for a finely choreographed 
manufacturing process in which the 
right amino acids are linked together 
with the right bonds in the right 
sequence to produce the right kind of  
proteins that fold in the right way to 
build biological systems.
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The biological fact is that the 
above process begins when the male 
germ cell (Spermatazoa) penetrates 
and joins with the female germ cell 
(ovum). The male germ cells carries 
one set of  the 23 chromosomes that 
make up the human being, and the 
female germ cells carries the other 
set of  23 chromosomes. When they 
unite, the stage is set with the 23 
PAIRS of  chromosomes and their 
DNA.

Growth of  the foetus is a 
remarkable event; in the human the 
process encompasses multiplication 
of  a single fertilized ovum into more 
than 200 cell types, an increase in 
length of  5,000 fold, an increase 
in surface area by 61 x 106 and 
an increase in weight by 6 x 10¹². 
Foetal growth requires availability 
of  adequate oxygen and nutrition 
in concert with the effects of  
growth factors and oncogenes, 
all operating according to a basic 
plan dictated by genetics. This 
is especially important in early 
gestation. It is, of  course, influenced 
by the maternal environment which 
becomes especially important in later 
gestation.³

When does life begin?
You choose!

Craig & I will be starting 
another Alpha course on 

Wednesday the 23rd of May 
- the meetings will be held at 
our house on a weekly basis. 
All are welcome! Please give 
me a shout if you would like 
more information and let me 
know if you are interested in 

joining us.

Best regards,
Trish
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Karren Reed

To Choose Life 

“And you took your sons and daughters 
whom you bore to me and sacrificed 
them as to the idols. You slaughtered my 
children and sacrificed them to the idols.” 
Ezekiel 16:20-21

 As I read this scripture it reminds 
me of  the 4,000 babies that we in 
America kill or allow to be killed 
every day. “Abortion!” Just hearing 
the term sends chills down my spine 
and brings a lump too large to 
swallow to my throat.

 “You slaughtered my children and 
sacrificed them.” It sounds harsh, 
very harsh. Well it is! The aborting 
of  4,000 beautiful, innocent babies 
a day is very harsh. Those beautiful 
children are all someone’s daughter 
or son, grandchild, baby brother, 
sister, niece or nephew. Most 
importantly, they are a creation of  
God. A living soul, a little piece of  
heaven, meant to delight and honor 
our Heavenly Father. To bring love 
and laughter to someone’s broken 
heart.

 Every day of  my life, for the past 
34 years I have been reminded of  
the harsh sacrifice Abortion is. No, 
not because I walked the lonely road 
to an ‘Abortion Clinic’, but because 
there were those that chose not to. 
Those who chose to brave it out, 

to sacrifice themselves, to put their 
lives on hold for a short time. Those 
who loved a child enough to give life, 
not bring death to the little person 
growing inside.

You see we have raised two of  these 
beautiful gifts of  life in our home. 
Two whom we have the privilege of  
calling our daughter and our son. 
Gifts sent from God using two special 
messengers. Two people with faith, 
love and more courage than most 
people have. The kind of  courage 
that allowed them to bring these 
special little bundles into the world 
– then present them as a gift to the 
parents God had chosen for them.

I praise God and thank Him daily 
for the choices of  life that were made. 
One 34 years ago, then again 33 
years ago by two people we will never 
know.

The day the Doctor told us that 
we would never conceive, we were 
devastated. Now we can honestly 
thank God for not allowing that to 
happen. God in His infinite wisdom 
knew that our children would come 
by ‘special messenger’.

Lord I praise you for the two who 
didn’t ‘grow under my heart, but in it’.
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Lethabo – a Happy Place!

kid’s club
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We’re still feeding 500 to 700 
children each week with peanut 
butter and jam sandwiches and 
milk. The Saturday Bible studies 
are going well. The Revolution 
group has just been revived and 
got off to a great start with 23 
bright-eyed youngsters to hear 
God’s word. What a potential 
army for the Lord! The older 
youth are keen on learning and 
praying and are now leading the 
younger ones.

BECAUSE I LOVE YOU
Rachel Calcott 

Before the beginning 
‘till after the end. 

You’re the light of my life 
And my very best friend.
You created the Earth 

And gave man his first breath 
And you stayed by his side 

Even after his death.
You are stronger than mountains 

No lion is more bold. 
Every one of your tears 

Far more precious than gold.
You called for the the light – 

Put the sun in its place 
Yet still you recognize 

Every small human face.
And as I stand in the night 

Looking up at the sky 
And think of the cross 

My heart cries out, “why?”
“Why did you die for me?” 
And the wind as it blew 

Brought our Lord Jesus’ answer: 
“Because I love you.”



“....I have come so that they may have 
life and have it in abundance.” John 
10:10

Abundance - present in great 
quantity; more than adequate; over- 
sufficient: e.g. an abundant supply of  
water. Dictionary definition.

Despite its name, the Waterberg 
has often been a dry and dusty place, 
rainfall here can be scarce and a 
good supply of  underground water 
a valuable, and much sought after, 
commodity. Many a farmer in this 
area has “prospected” for water by 
drilling to great depths only to call it 
quits when it becomes evident that the 
seam of  water has eluded them.  
I have watched as, after days of  
drilling, the only thing to show for the 
effort is small mounds of  coloured 
dust signifying every metre drilled 
through the many layers of  rock.

Life can be a bit like that, full 
of  promise, dreams of  adventure 
and opportunity, yet over time we 
accumulate the trials of  life like the 
small piles of  dirt next to the drill 
bit, a symbol of  a dry seam. If  we 
were honest with ourselves I think 
we would admit that life for us is very 
much like that borehole drill slowly 
winding its way into the dry soil and 
hard rock yielding only a dusty plume 
overhead! 

Once in a while though, someone 
hits the jackpot. The drill slips 
through into a seam of  plentiful 
water and it’s like gold or oil or 
some other precious thing. The 
excitement is overwhelming, the 
clear refreshing liquid gushes from 
the belly of  the earth and offers a 
farmer untold opportunity to grow 
crops, to water livestock, to build. 
A patch of  bare bushveld can be 
transformed into an oasis of  grain, of  
fat cattle, and provision for a family 
or even a community. Abundance is a 
wonderful thing.

It all seems like such a hit and miss 
affair, no guarantees, just good luck 
or bad luck, a toss of  the coin. Is life 
really just a lottery ticket? Jesus doesn’t 
think so.

So what does Jesus offer that will 
bring abundance? Will He guarantee 
that our business will be successful, 
that all will be well for us in health, 
wealth and prosperity? That our toast 
will always land jam side up if  we 
drop it? I don’t think so. A quick look 
at the saints through history and even 
at Christians around us today will 
reveal that being a Christian doesn’t 
necessarily get you a better slice of  the 
cake, in fact, it may look like there’s 
no cake at all! 

Shane Dowinton

Abundant life
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Jesus is talking about our inner life, 
the spiritual life lived in relationship 
with Him. It’s a life lived in the 
material but with a perspective that 
Jesus brings, one that changes the 
meaning of  our circumstances. It 
would be glib to call all problems 
challenges or all trials opportunities 
but, in Christ, our circumstances and 
issues carry eternal significance. God 
allows nothing to happen that He 
can’t use. 

“...we know that God causes everything 
to work together for the good of  those who 
love God and are called according to His 
purpose for them.” – Romans 8:28

When we live in obedient and 
prayerful relationship with Jesus we 
can be assured that what we face each 
day has a genuine meaning, it’s not a 
random, good luck, bad luck, thing, 
but, in fact, holds the purpose of  God 
within it. 

And abundance is abundance! 
It’s not just survival but more than 
sufficient, by its nature, more than we 
need.

I think of  Paul and Silas, jailed 
for healing a demon possessed slave 
in Philippi, (Acts 16:16-34.) “Around 
midnight Paul and Silas were praying 
and singing hymns to God, and the other 
prisoners were listening.” – v 25

In this dramatic story we initially 
find them joyful in their dire 
circumstances, as odd as that may 
seem, and then suddenly free of  their 
chains because of  an earthquake. 

Instead of  running they see God at 
work in the situation and evangelise 
the jailer whose life is now in jeopardy 
because of  their potential escape. In 
this weird and supernatural event, the 
jailer and his family come to believe in 
Christ. Who could predict that!!

A Spirit filled life (because that is 
what a life lived in relationship with 
Christ is) is a joyful life because it 
sees God at work in everything. Paul 
says to the Philippian church, “I have 
learned to be content with whatever I 
have...for I can do everything through 
Christ who gives me strength.” 

A Spirit filled life sees the world 
from another perspective, a life 
intimately linked to God’s agenda 
and not our own. The burden and 
drudge of  the world becomes God’s 
marketplace where He is busy and 
at work drawing men to Himself, an 
exciting place where miracles and 
healing occur, where dead hearts 
come alive and redemption is made 
available to the lost. 

When Jesus offers us abundance 
He is showing us the source of  living 
water, a guaranteed oasis that will flow 
out of  our own hearts. 

Jesus, Himself, is the source of  
life and a life lived in Him will be 
abundant!



Having listened very carefully 
to Phil’s message on baptism and 
particularly the strength of  scriptural 
teaching which he demonstrated, I 
was sure I wanted to be baptized. 
The chosen day had to be delayed 
to enable our daughter to be present 
– she has played a major part in my 
acceptance of  Jesus Christ as my 
Lord and Saviour.

When the day finally arrived, I 
was filled with excitement and the 
spring in my step seemed to be even 
stronger than usual. That afternoon 
we gathered as a family on the banks 
of  the Melkrivier and with Shane’s 
leadership we first prayed. Shane then 
took me into the river, baptized me in 
the name of  the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit and then submerged 
me in beautiful crystal clear river 
water. For that brief  moment I was in 
a different world and emerged with 
a feeling of  enormous exhilaration. 
We all then prayed again and I felt so 
much love around me. The occasion 
will be with me forever.

My coming to faith in Jesus Christ 
has been a long road through many 
phases – a very religious childhood 
when good deeds seemed all 
important, coming under the spell of  
university philosophers and believing 

there was nothing beyond the physical 
world, a return to seeking the Lord 
but allowing intellectual arrogance 
to stop me from putting both feet 
through the door of  faith, coming to 
St John’s and starting to understand 
the difference between religion and 
building a relationship with the Lord, 
finally understanding grace and the 
wonders of  the fruits of  the Holy 
Spirit – and then the crucial step of  
repentance.

Through baptism, I have taken the 
final step on this long road so that I 
can now take the first steps on a new 
road of  freedom. 

Praise the Lord!

Sam van Coller

New Life in Jesus! 
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He found them in the fridge – two 
chickens which had been left unused 
for too long. As he carried them 
outside to do away with them and 
the smell, he thought, “Shame, two 
of  God’s creatures which lived and 
died for nothing.” They had perished! 
Unused and rotten!

How many people’s lives are like 
those chickens? They live and die with 
no significance or seeming use.

About the same time as the incident 
of  the chickens, a man who worked on 
the railroad died – in his small flat.  
A young couple found him after 
several days when they realised they 
had not seen him. They did not know 
him, nor did anyone else in the small 
flat building. He went to work, stopped 
by the pub for a drink each night and 
went to his small quarters. Nothing 
in his room gave any evidence of  
where he came from, or what his life 
had been like before, whether he had 
family or not. Two people attended 
the funeral – the young couple who 
found him. His life seemed to have had 
no significance to anyone, nor even to 
himself. He, too, perished.

GOD’S PLAN: That is not God’s plan 
for man. “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only Son that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life.” John 3:16.

God created man to have a life 
of  purpose and meaning – to have 
a relationship with Him. He loved 
him so deeply that He sent Jesus 
to demonstrate to him what true 
righteousness looks like and then to die 
in order that his sins could be forgiven 
and he could receive The Eternal Life.

All of  life is pointing to something – 
it’s not just that when one dies his life is 
snuffed out and he no longer exists.

Eternal life reminds us that the old 
enemy, death, is not the measure of  the 
life of  man, but an event in the life of  
man.

“For God did not send His Son into 
the world to judge (condemn) the world, 
but that the world should be saved 
through Him. He who believes in Him 
is not judged (condemned); he who does 
not believe has been judged (condemned) 
already, because he has not believed in 
the name of  the only begotten Son of  
God. And this is the judgment, that the 
light is come into the world, and men 
loved the darkness rather than the light 
for their deeds were evil.” John 3:17-19

THE CHOICE: There is a choice to 
be made – ignore God’s grace (in the 
atoning sacrifice) in sending Jesus and 
stay under condemnation or believe in 
the Son of  God, His atoning sacrifice 
on the cross and His resurrection and 
receive Christ, who is The eternal 
life – OUR ONLY SALVATION!

Marilyn Cook

Eternal Life 



Jesus told us that “God so loved 
the world that He gave His only Son 
that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish, but have eternal life.” And 
He likens Himself  to a Shepherd – a 
Good Shepherd and says, “My sheep 
hear My voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me: and I give eternal life to 
them, and they shall never perish; and 
no one shall snatch them out of  My 
hand.” John 10:27, 28 What joy and 
consolation this gives to know that His 
love is so intimate. He loves me and 
knows me and keeps me!

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A 
PERSON DIES: Perhaps the next 
question is, “What happens when a 
person dies?” Jesus spoke of  those who 
had died as believers as ‘fallen asleep’ 
eg., Jairus’ daughter and Lazarus 
whom He raised from the dead. In 
the account in the book of  Acts of  
the martyrdom of  Stephen, we read, 
“And they went on stoning Stephen as 
he called upon the Lord and said, ‘Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit!’ And falling 
on his knees, he cried out with a loud 

voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them!’And having said this, he fell 
asleep.” Acts 7:59, 60

The scriptures don’t reveal much 
about this state – whether the person 
is aware of  anything or just ‘asleep’ 
waiting the resurrection.

 We do have some strong hints, 
though, that when we leave the earth 
(following the death of  our bodies) 
we are very much aware of  ourselves 
and our surroundings, we are able 
to converse with others and have a 
recognizable form – although not our 
final form, which we receive when 
we return to the earth with Christ at 
the time of  our resurrection. We can 
get this from the account of  Moses 
and Elijah appearing with Jesus at the 
transfiguration where they carried 
on a conversation with Him and the 
disciples recognized them (not sure 
how, but probably from overhearing 
Jesus saying their names). “After six 
days Jesus took with Him Peter, James 
and John the brother of  James, and led 
them up a high mountain by themselves. 
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There He was transfigured before them. 
His face shone like the sun, and His 
clothes became as white as the light. 
Just then there appeared before them 
Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.” 
Matthew 17:1-3 (NIV)

Remember also Paul’s desire, “Yet 
what shall I choose? I do not know! 
I am torn between the two: I desire 
to depart and be with Christ, which 
is better by far;” Philippians 1:21-25 
(NIV)

RESURRECTION: But, what the 
scriptures do have a lot to say about is 
the resurrection! Because He lives, we 
shall live – forever, eternally. We shall 
also be immortal, that is, never to die 
again.

In the Resurrection Chapter, I 
Corinthians 15, we hear, “Behold, I 
tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of  an eye, at the last 
trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and 
the dead will be raised imperishable, and 
we shall be changed. For this perishable 
must put on the imperishable, and this 
mortal must put on immortality. But 
when this perishable will have put on 
the imperishable, and this mortal will 
have put on immortality, then will come 
about the saying that is written, ‘Death is 
swallowed up in victory. O death, where 
is your victory? O death, where is your 
sting?’ The sting of  death is sin, and the 
power of  sin is the law; but thanks be to 
God, who gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of  the Lord, 
knowing that your toil is not in vain in the 
Lord.” I Corinthians 15:51-58

And a similar scripture says, “But 
we do not want you to be uninformed, 
brethren, about those who are asleep, 
that you may not grieve, as do the rest 
who have no hope. For if  we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
God will bring with Him those who 
have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we 
say to you by the word of  the Lord, that 
we who are alive, and remain until the 
coming of  the Lord, shall not precede 
those who have fallen asleep. For the 
Lord Himself  will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of  the 
archangel, and with the trumpet of  God, 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first. 
Then we who are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and 
thus we shall always be with the Lord. 
Therefore comfort one another with these 
words.” I Thessalonians 4:13-18

The resurrection is a bodily 
resurrection – a new body, 
soul and spirit. Jesus is the first 
to be resurrected never to die again 
– immortal. After His resurrection, 
He appeared to the disciples, even to 
500 brethren at one time, to Peter, to 
James and lastly to Paul. He ate with 
the apostles in the upper room, they 
touched Him, placed their fingers in 
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the nail prints and in His side. After 
that, there was no doubt that this was 
their risen Lord, Jesus! 

Thomas, one of  the twelve, was 
the doubter. Jesus said to him, “Reach 
here your fingers and see My hands; 
and reach here your hand and put it in 
My side; and be not unbelieving but 
believing.” Thomas answered and said 
to Him. “My Lord and my God! Jesus 
said to him, “Because you have seen 
Me, have you believed? Blessed are they 
who did not see, and yet believed.” John 
20:27-29

That’s us – we haven’t seen Him, but 
we believe that Jesus is the Son of  God 
and that He died, was resurrected from 
the grave, and now is seated at the right 
hand of  the Father. And because 
He lives, we shall live eternally. 
Our blessed hope is in the resurrection 
when He comes to get those who are 
His own. And, we shall be united with 
Him and with our loved ones who have 
gone on before.

You can doubt or refuse to believe, but 
what a dismal existence that must be to 
have no hope. I plead with you, believe 
unto eternal life!

WHAT WILL WE BE LIKE? We 
don’t know exactly what we will be 
like, but we are told that we will be like 
Him. “Beloved, now we are children of  
God, and it has not appeared as yet what 
we shall be. We know that, when He 
appears, we shall be like Him, because 
we shall see Him just as He is. And 
everyone who has this hope fixed on Him 
purifies himself, just as He is pure.”  
I John 3:2, 3

The Apostle Paul in I Corinthians 
15:44-50 spells out a pretty clear 
picture of  the new spiritual body,  
“So also is the resurrection from the 
dead... It is sown a natural body, it 
is raised a spiritual body. If  there is a 
natural body, there is also a spiritual 
body. So it is written: ‘The first man 
Adam became a living soul; the last 
Adam, a life-giving spirit.’ However, 
the spiritual is not first, but the natural; 
then the spiritual. The first man is from 
the earth, earthy; the second man is 
from heaven (Jesus). As is the earthy, so 
also are those who are earthy; and as is 
the heavenly, so also are those who are 
heavenly. And just as we have borne the 
image of  the earthy, so also we shall 
bear the image of  the heavenly (Jesus). 
I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of  
God...” (but, apparently the new flesh 
and bone can).

How glorious will be that day when 
we at last appear before our Lord, 
blameless with great joy! “Now to Him 
who is able to keep you from stumbling, 
and to make you stand in the presence 
of  His glory blameless with great joy, 
to the only God our Saviour, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 
dominion and authority, before all time 
and now and forever. Amen.”  
Jude 24, 25

And that is Life!  
True Life that lasts forever!
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We have been blessed in the last 
few months. Not only with financial 
donations, but donations of  time 
and expertise. We’ve had extra help 
with remodeling that needed to be 
completed, plumbing and electricals. 
We’ve received a lot of  help in regards 
to advice about our huge garden. The 
garden is doing so well, we have been 
able to donate extras to those in need, 
and also to sell some of  the extra.

 The children are working hard at their 
studies. Putting in lots of  extra hours 
and being blessed with extra tutoring by 
volunteers.

 Some of  our appliances were dying and 
almost dead. God blessed us with the 
extra funding for new ones, especially 
since the store gave us a great discount.

 We’ve had chicken pox running through 
the house for almost two months. But 
children and mom’s have all survived.

 June will be a great blessing for us. 
We have numerous visitors coming to 
help us. We also have a golf  fundraiser 
scheduled for June in Lephalale.

 We appreciate all that God has done 
for the Fold. We thank you all for your 
prayers, time and financial support, we 
can’t do it without you.

If you would like to help in any 
way, here are our details:

Nedbank Lephalale

Current account # 1445126591 
Branch # 144547

 Fold
the

Children's Home
SA

The Fold
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Charles Edward Baber 

‘’There are three certainties in life,’’ 
Charles Baber would tell his startled 
guests at the start of  their farm tour 
with him. He would be standing in 
the graveyard of  St John’s where six 
generations of  his family are buried. 
His blue eyes, barely visible amidst the 
craggy wrinkles of  his sun-worn face, 
would twinkle with merriment and 
purpose. 

‘’You are going to die, you don’t 
know when, and you need to make 
arrangements.’’

On 1 May 2012, Charles slipped 
peacefully away from his life on earth. 
He had made arrangements. He had 
walked with his Saviour through many 
storms : for 82 years. ‘What a Friend 
we have in Jesus’ became his 
favourite song as he took each problem 
to His Saviour.

For Charles, it was never any surprise 
that life was filled with problems. He 
found difficulties a challenge and 

wasted no 
time in 
lamentation. 
‘The 
impossible 
we do 
immediately, 
miracles 
take a little longer,’’ he loved to say. 
For Charles, there would always be a 
solution. It might take a while to be 
worked out, but God was faithful, and 
Charles trusted in Him.

Charles always said that there were 
three things one should not think of  
attempting without God. One was 
farming, another was marriage and the 
third was dying.

For Charles, faith had to be 
practical. He talked of  ‘’putting it on 
the ground’’ which meant practical 
application in every day life. All of  
his family and workers can testify that 
Charles did this. We all experienced 

27 January 1930 – 1 May 2012
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his kindness, his generosity, his 
thoughtfulness, and his trust in us. 
He seemed to have no thought for 
himself, often pushing through his own 
tiredness and physical pain to meet the 
need of  others.

Roots
Charles Baber had deep roots. 

His paternal grandfather, Reverend 
Charles Edward Baber, a gentle 
man who loved the Lord, was sent to 
Australia as an Anglican Minister to 
plant churches.

Charles’s father, Alfred (Tiny) Baber, 
bought the farm Boschdraai from EA 
(Ted) Davidson and made the wise 
move of  marrying the eldest Davidson 
daughter, Lois – at St John’s Church, 
in 1928.

At that time, the Davidsons, Ted and 
Molly, and Molly’s two aunts, Aunt 
Edith and Aunt Katherine were all 
living on the farm 24 Rivers. Aunt E 
had had the vision for the building of  
a little chapel and had consecrated the 
land. The early pioneering families, 
including the Mortimers and the 
Farrants helped with the building of  

the church, which was dedicated to the 
Lord’s service in 1914.

Charles was born into a community 
of  believers. He was taught to read and 
write by Aunt E, who also taught him 
about the Bible. This tiny, seemingly 
ancient aunt, had a wonderful sense 
of  humour and made learning really 
exciting for him.

Grandfather Ted Davidson 
(Gabbo) was also full of  fun. Based 
at 24 Rivers, Ted was an adventurer 
and travelled out to trade by barter 
throughout the district from a laden 
ox-wagon. A man of  action and far- 
reaching vision, Ted started the North 
Waterberg Farmer’s Association and 
campaigned for the building of  roads 
and the extension of  the railway line to 
Vaalwater, established the first African 
school in the area and supported 
the establishment of  more than one 
church. Dad and his brother would 
follow in their grandfather’s footsteps, 
playing an active role in the wider 
community and always seeking to 
make the Waterberg a better place for 
all its citizens. 
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Farming, Community, 
Conservation, Faith.

Dad’s many farming awards bore 
testament to the role he played in 
organised agriculture. He worked 
tirelessly for the interests of  his fellow 
farmers. He worked just as tirelessly 
for Conservation seeking to make his 
fellow farmers aware of  the long-term 
implications of  their actions. Dad saw 
farmers as being stewards of  the land 
and never lost sight of  the long-term 
view.

He was no respecter of  persons, 
believing all men to be created in the 
image of  God. At home, he spoke out 
courageously against Apartheid to his 
fellow farmers, but when abroad he 
would defend his beloved South Africa 
and his fellow Afrikaners, so miss-

understood, with loyal passion. 
Charles felt a responsibility for the 

well-being of  the many families on 
Boschdraai; and this concern led to 
his serving as the patron of  three 
schools, and establishing a crèche and 
a clinic on Boschdraai. Hours were 
spent counselling marriages or seeking 
reconciliation between warring parties. 
Any missionaries were always welcome.

Charles and Colin Baber worked side 
by side as farmers and as Christians. 
For many years, the two brothers 
led services in the little church when 
no minister was available. Each of  
them responded to the Gospel when 
they understood it more clearly. Each 
of  them chose to be baptised by 
immersion to demonstrate an active 
surrender to the claim of  Jesus on 

their lives. For 
them both, the 
Bible and a living 
relationship 
with the Lord 
Jesus took 
precedence over 
any tradition, no 
matter how dearly 
held. They were 
men of  living 
faith and not of  
‘’religion’’. 
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Charles called the Bible ‘The 
Manufacturer’s Handbook’’ He also 
called it ‘007’ as he said the Bible 
was just as exciting as any James 
Bond movie. He and Colin served as 
Gideons, putting Bibles into the hands 
of  as many school children as they 
could.

Family
Charles saw his fifty years of  

marriage to Nina as a marvellous 
adventure. When she was ill, she was 
his ‘’African Lily’’, when she was 
highly strung, she was his ‘’finely bred 
Arab filly’’. He described her as a 
multifaceted, sparkling diamond, He 
never tired of  her company, chatted to 
her constantly, cheered her up with his 
hilarious sense of  fun and delighted in 
solving her problems.
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As a father, he loved with self-
sacrificing dedication, always believing 
in his children and their chosen 
partners, Philip, Tessa and Tanya; 
always supporting them, always 
interested, and always able to make 
them laugh even when they were 
perhaps closer to tears. When Dad was 
around, nothing seemed too dark or 
dreadful, nothing was impossible, and 
God was always just a prayer away.

Conclusion
Charles Baber was ready to meet his 

maker. He was connected to the past 
… all the way back to Aunt E … and 
to the future …. a life in glory. His faith 
was not in his own goodness – but in 
Jesus. He had a confident faith in Jesus 
– one that he was ready to share with 
all he met. His greatest longing was 

that ‘’none should perish.’’ – that every 
single person he met be introduced 
to his very best friend, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Charles is in heaven now – but the 
impact of  his life lives on. He planted 
seeds in so many of  us – seeds of  love, 
of  faith, of  kindness, of  hope … As we 
allow those seeds to grow – the impact 
of  his life will live on … and the world 
will be a kinder, more forgiving, more 
generous, more positive, life-embracing 
and constructive place. 
To God be the Glory!
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PLEASE JOIN US:

Men’s Bush Breakfast At ‘Exciting Times’  
Joan Baber’s Contact: Shane Dowinton, 074 430 2827

Ladies Bible Studies on Monday and Wednesday at 8 am 
Study of  Daniel 
At Place of  Joy 

107 Holtzhuizen, Vaalwater 
Contact: Becky, 082 570 8494 • Simone, 083 302 5123 

If interested in the Alpha Course,  
please contact Trish Pidduck on 083 690 0061. 

New course beginning 23 May.

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST COMMUNITY CHURCH

Elders:    
Alan van Coller 014 755 4549 or 073 179 4313 
Joan Baber 014 755 4087 or 078 910 9411 
Peter Farrant 014 755 3661 or 082 569 9147 
David Baber 014 755 4430 or 083 273 4525 
Philip Calcott 014 755 4425 or 078 207 8570 
Barend Pretorius 072 414 9986

Officers:
Chairman of  Council – Shane Dowinton 014 755 4009 or 083 419 1929
Secretary  
Treasurer – Simone Baber 014 755 4430 or 083 302 5123

Do you have information for The Source?
Contact: Marilyn Cook, 014 755 4142 or 084 805 2199

marilyn@mission2sa.org

Banking Details: FNB Modimolle, Branch no 260247,  
Account no 531 746 01684

Published by:



The Source
   ST JOHNS CHURCH SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE AT 

9:15 for Praise and Worship, 9:30 Service Begins

Take the Melkrivier Road to the Twenty-Four Rivers sign. 
Turn right and travel 10 km. Turn left and left again into church property.

Purpose Statement
To bring people to Jesus and membership in His family; 

to develop them in Christlike maturity and equip them for their ministry  
in the church and life mission in the world in order to glorify God.

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God

 and the Word was God...

In Him was life, and the life

 was the light of men.

John 1:1, 4


