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Marilyn Cook
n the stories of old, to slay the dragon was the ultimate in proving one’s
heroism. The would-be hero clothed himself in the best of armour and went
out with only his sword as a weapon to slay the great enemy.

For us the dragon is Satan, or the great serpent of old who first deceived Eve
in the garden – the one who tempted Jesus in the wilderness and thought he had
won when Jesus was crucified.
We are at war! The enemy, clever and scheming, would like to destroy us – but
won’t find us to be soft targets. “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but

against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the
spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.” Ephesians 6:12
“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of
our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.”
II Corinthians 10:3,4

Be prepared to resist – to stand strong. God offers us protection – His
armour, Jesus, with whom we are clothed. Clothed in Him we can stand
strong and mighty and resist all the forces of evil. “Greater is He that is in you
than he that is in the world.” I John 4:4
Jesus is our ‘salvation’, our ‘righteousness’, ‘the truth’, our ‘peace’, our faith is in
Him, and He is the Word of God, our ‘sword of the Spirit’.
Our writers this month consider the different pieces of armour which God has
given us. We are seriously at war...

Be prepared!
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The Helmet of Salvation

Shane Dowinton

As a horseman starting young colts, I
always felt a breakthrough when a colt would
stand unrestrained and allow me to handle
its head. If I could rub the colt between the
ears, around the eyes, over the nose, without
resistance, I would feel that there had been a
willingness to hand over the most sensitive and
vulnerable area of the horse’s body, his senses.
The head houses a number of vital
properties essential to a body, sight, smell,
hearing, taste and probably of most
importance, the ability to think. Even the horse
knows instinctively that he must protect his
head from restraint or harm if he is to survive.
“Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He
prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to
devour.” 1 Peter 5:8
We have a very real enemy who is
constantly looking for ways to make us stumble.
And it’s not hard - we are earthen vessels with
a limited perspective and so easily fall to his
deceptions. Not least of which is our own
thinking. How often do we fail God in our own
negativity, letting our minds sink into the mire
of the world believing in what our eyes and
ears tell us instead of trusting in the truth that
has saved us from it.
Satan uses the world to assault our senses,
fooling us into believing that this is all there is,
all we should aspire to, all we should desire, that
somewhere in this all too familiar madness is
a cure, an antidote, a salvation. Satan always
takes what God has made and devalues it, he
takes the clean and dirties it, the profound and
trivializes it. He advertises such quality but sells
us a cheap version of it - including the truth.
William Gurnall once said. “The devil has
more temptations than an actor has costumes
for the stage. And one of his all time favorite
disguises is that of a lying spirit, to abuse your
tender heart with the worst news he can deliver
– that you do not really love Jesus Christ and

that you are only pretending, you are only
deceiving yourself.”
As Paul describes the armour that a
believer must wear in spiritual battle he
is completely aware that this is our most
vulnerable area and in need of the utmost
protection. To that end he ascribes us the
protection of a helmet made of the strongest
and most precious material known, that of true
salvation.
A moment in history. The moment of
history. A moment when God reached down
and redeemed His people. I think we could
spend our entire lifetime plumbing the depths
of that single act, Christ on the cross, and still
find more to discover. The enemy would have
us running from saviour to saviour, quick cure
to cheap trick, he would have us scrabbling,
earning, working, pleading, somehow always
feeling robbed and inadequate. Yet the whole
time the hand is outstretched, literally and
spiritually, for you to hold on to. All things
hinge on that moment and that act, our choice
is to believe that we are saved by it.
Paul helps us to buckle on the helmet. He
adjusts our perspective to fight off the barbs
that would wound our vulnerable minds –
“Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honourable,
and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think
about things that are excellent and worthy of praise…
Then the God of peace will be with you.” –
Philippians 4: 8, 9
We might be a ragamuffin army, a
disheveled mob of believing people but we are
on the victorious side. The devil knows that we
have been raised up out of the grave of our sins
- and he will work hard to keep us in our grave
clothes - but we have the victory, and we
can live in the abundance of that victory
when we place with assurance the
Helmet of Salvation upon our heads!
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The Breastplate of
Being ‘righteous’ means to have a right
standing or a right relationship with Almighty
God by being innocent and sinless. But none
of us is perfect. Sin separates unholy man
from holy God. He is not indifferent to sin. But
righteousness can be credited to us through
the only One who ever lived a perfect, sinless
life – the God-man, Jesus. When we think
of righteousness in this sense we can see that
Ephesians 6:14 is instructing us to ‘put on’ the
Lord Jesus Christ as our protection.
Without the breastplate of Jesus’ sinlessness
we are unprotected. When we are in Him, we
are safe. This is only possible through Christ’s
unspeakable gift, God’s grace extended to
us through Jesus taking our punishment on
Himself and defeating death.
But we should never take that grace for
granted. We find in Romans 3: 25, 26
a demonstration of His holiness in His
condemnation of our sin, while at the same
time substituting the righteous blood of Christ
as our escape from condemnation.
Striving to be righteous is vital as well.
Righteous living is found in the teaching of the
Lord Jesus - teachings which are right or just,
the things which conform to the revealed will
of God: i.e.
man’s duty to man
– mercy on the poor and helpless
man’s duty to his neighbor
– love your neighbor as yourself
man’s duty to God
– worship, pray and spend time with Him
man’s duty of self control
– obedience and fasting
The preaching in Acts and in the Epistles
reveals the same appeal to the righteousness
which Jesus taught.
Faith exercised brings the soul into vital union
with God in Christ (righteousness attributed),
and then produces rightness of life conforming
to the will of God (righteousness achieved).
Jesus told Nicodemus, “you must be born

Righteousness

Paul Prince

again,” then later said, “whoever believes in

the Son will not perish, but have everlasting
life”. That word ‘believes’ means to ‘trust’ or
‘have faith’ in Jesus. For the one who believes,
that righteousness which only Jesus has truly
achieved can then be applied to him.
Now to apply putting on this portion of the
“whole armor of God”, we recall that a breast
plate covers the heart and other vital organs
which support our physical existence. The
heart supplies a steady stream of life sustaining
blood-flow to all the cells of the body. Our
physical heart is vital and so is our spiritual
heart. Since ours is not a battle with flesh
and blood (Ephesians 6:12) but one with evil
spiritual beings, we would do well to obey God
and wear our spiritual protection.
During the American civil war, a union
soldier, Ira Sankey, was singing loud and
strong , “Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us” - a
wonderful old hymn . Part of the song contains
these words: “We are Thine, do Thou befriend
us; be the guardian of our way”. A confederate
soldier later crossed paths with Sankey, who was
once again bellowing out that song. Following a
brief confirmation of time and place the soldier
of the South reported to Sankey, “I had you
in my sights that night as you stood in the full
moon. Just as I was ready to pull the trigger,
you began to sing that song. I couldn’t shoot
you.” Ira Sankey worked with D L Moody
later in life, but would he, if he had not been
wearing the breastplate of righteousness? The
righteous Christ was his protection that night.
God was not finished with Ira Sankey. You too
can be right with God through Jesus.
Got Protection?
Got the righteousness of God?
Got Jesus?
“He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf,
that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
II Corinthians 5:21
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ALL IN THE FAMILY
Mattias Suter and Lindsay Farrant have announced
their engagement. Congratulations, and God be with
you and bless you as you plan your lives together!.

Mattias & Lindsay

Charles & Nina at
Charles’ 80th celebration

Xan & Joy

Gabriella’s Dedication –

Jose’,Dita, Ricardo and Gabriella
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SHALOM NEWSLETTER
A very warm greeting to you in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

seeking whom he may devour. I see that as
things are speeding up, as we are getting
ready for our last Mighty Men Conference
(and by the way registrations are three times
more this month than they were at the same
time last year), so we are very excited about
that. At the same token, please pray for us
because we are prime targets, as you can
imagine, but the devil is liar and a thief and
we don’t want to give him any glory in this
newsletter. You never hear me speaking
much about him because he is not worth
speaking about, but we must acknowledge
that he does exist. Jesus spoke more about
the devil than anybody else in the Bible. We
need to know our enemy so that when our
fellowmen get wounded and fall, we can be
there to stand with them.

It is hard to believe that we are already in
the second month of the year 2010 and, as
we know, for South Africa, it is the year of
the soccer world cup. As I was running this
morning, trying to keep fit, the Holy Spirit
strongly impressed on me to share with you
that this year, a great and effective door will
be opened for each one of us with many
adversaries. That scripture 1 Corinthians
16:19 keeps on coming back to me. Even
as we think of a game of rugby or soccer
I really feel the whistle for the kickoff has
been blown. We really need to use every
ounce of energy, strength and wisdom God
has given us to win this game, for Him. Now
we know that when the Lord Jesus Christ
died on the cross He said, ‘It is finished’,
the work has been completed, and no one
knows that better than me. However, there
is a role that each one of us has to play, to
see as many people come into the kingdom
of God as possible before the final whistle
is blown and the second coming of Christ
occurs.
Like in any battle, we must remember there
are casualties. I want to really encourage
each one of you as the Holy Spirit is
encouraging me, to walk very closely with
God. I am so distressed and sad that some
of our prominent believers have been
wounded and have fallen from Grace. This
is not a time to throw stones at them because
each one of us live in a glass house and
people who live in glass houses shouldn’t
throw stones. I heard a comment once that
the only army that kills its wounded is the
Christian army. When a man falls, it’s sin,
it’s not the time to pull him apart. It’s a time
to stand with him and allow the Holy Spirit
to do the work of restoration or discipline
or whatever might be needed to take place.
We need to put on the armour of God
every single day. We need to get serious.
The more God is using you and me, the
more diligent we need to be for, indeed, the
devil is moving around like a roaring lion

We are getting reports from Cuba and
Poland, of all places, of people interested
in what is happening in South Africa,
through Shalom Ministries and, indeed,
through the men of our land, and we are
so excited. Please keep us in your prayers.
We need a lot of prayer at this time. Pray
for our organizing committee, especially
Andy, my son. They have been meeting
since December last year but, as they start
putting things in place now, we need the
mind of Christ in this area. Please pray
for unity amongst the men in our nation
as they stand up for their families and are
counted. Remember the theme this year for
the Mighty Men Conference is, ‘Watchman
of the House’, that is where it’s going to
start and if it starts there, it will finish up
in Parliament. A country is only as strong
as its family, and a family is only as strong
as the head of the family, the father. It is as
simple as that. We are so excited about it, so
recognise your enemy and deal with him;
don’t allow him to come in through the back
door while you are busy boarding up the
front door. The family that prays together,
stays together.
May God bless you richly as you fight the
good fight and run the race for Jesus Christ.
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The Belt of Truth

Phil Calcott

W

When the British navy sent out the press
gang to capture unwitting landlubbers to
crew its vessels they always had the challenge
of how to get the poor prisoners back to the
ships without any escaping. The numbers of
the “pressed men” always greatly exceeded
the numbers of their sailor captors, so it was
necessary to hobble and incapacitate the
victims somehow. The navy’s solution was
simple – cut the men’s belts. A man can’t run
very well with one hand holding up his falling
trousers.

way we as a western culture thought. Central
to the whole movie was the concept of The
Force, a “universal energy field” that flowed
through everything, and could be controlled
and used by the gifted adept to wreak havoc,
or do good.
You may be thinking, Phil, are you seriously
suggesting that a Sci-Fi flick changed our
culture? Yep, that’s exactly what I am
suggesting. How do you think culture
changes? The fusion of art and media
that is the movies can be a powerful force
in moulding our perceptions. Made more
powerful by the fact we don’t realise we are
being moulded even as the process is going
on.

I recently experienced an attempt to
remove my belt and leave me similarly
discombobulated. It happened when Juliet
and I went for a romantic evening out
together. We decided to watch a movie, and,
being of a generous disposition, Juliet decided
to accept my suggestion to watch Avatar – in
3D of course.

Star Wars arrived at a crucial moment. Many
in The West had abandoned what they saw
as the stale and outdated Christian tradition
their parents had relied upon. They were
up for something new, and Star Wars was a
crucial push in initiating what we now call
the New Age Movement. Central to the New
Age Movement is the abandonment of the
concept of a single creator god. Instead the
New Age feeds heavily off Hindu concepts of
multiple deities, God is in everything around
us, the trees are god, you are god, I am god.
God has become, well rather like “a universal
energy field”. Sounds familiar?

Watching Avatar gave me a strange felling of
déjà vue. It took me back to 1977, when as a
9 year old sitting in a UK cinema I was blown
away by an amazing movie - Star Wars.
Every once in a while a creative genius
produces a film that changes everything in the
world of cinema. One such movie was Star
Wars. It introduced a range of Computer
Generated Imagery (CGI) techniques never
previously used, and its powerful plot and
engaging characters gripped audiences.
But Star Wars did something else as well,
something of greater significance than taking
film technology to a new level. It changed the

Today New Age thinking is everywhere. It
has become inextricably entangled with the
environmental movement, and it has become
embedded in much of our education system.
7

And today it has a new champion - the film
Avatar. Having just seen it I can testify that,
like Star Wars, it is a work of genius. Like Star
Wars it takes CGI to completely new levels,
and like Star Wars it is a powerful messenger
for the ideas of the New Age. It takes the
hugely influential idea of man raping the
environment and contrasts this destruction
with a beautiful culture of oneness with
nature, where everything is part of, yes, you
guessed it, a universal energy force, this time
called Eywa. It also brings in a strong element
of ancestor worship, and, asked what Avatar
meant, the film’s director James Cameron
replied, “It’s an incarnation of one of the
taking a flesh form”.

I think so. Watching Avatar I had this creepy
feeling as if someone was cautiously reaching
around my spiritual middle trying to see if my
belt was loose and could be removed. Could
I be persuaded by this stunning, beautiful,
engaging movie to take on some of its rather
attractively constructed belief system? The
answer was no, I couldn’t, because I knew it
was simply Not True.
Today we face an unprecedented attack on
the concept of truth. The devil wants our
belts off. He knows that without them we will
be powerless and vulnerable. As individuals
and as parents, we need to buckle up tight,
and to help our children get their buckles
done up as well. This does not mean a futile
attempt to prevent our children being exposed
to movies like Avatar. Rather it means
meeting the philosophical challenge presented
by the New Age Movement head on.

So, you may be asking, what on earth has
Star Wars, Avatar and the New Age got to
do with me and my belt? Well, the belt I am
referring to is not a physical one. It is the Belt
of Truth. Here is the crux of the matter. New
Age thinking hates the idea of solid, absolute,
truth, and cannot co-exist with it. At its base
it is an abandonment of the concept of a
universal truth that applies to all, everywhere,
throughout time. Instead truth is what you
want it to be – you have your truth, I have
mine. Truth becomes diluted to a mere
preference and loses all its power.

Tonight we have had a family discussion
about Avatar and Truth. We had a great
time, and together we concluded that the
truth is laid out in Genesis chapter One. God
is a real being separate from His creation,
above it and much more than it. He is the
creator who made everything – our world
is just the created, and is not God. We do
not have the right to make our own version
of God, and He is definitely not some kind
of universal energy field. Truth, unyielding,
solid, foundational truth. It is of immense
importance.

The Bible says something quite different. It
tells us that truth is real, unique, and central
to everything. Jesus states “I am the Way the
Truth and the Life”. Again and again Jesus
said “I tell you the Truth!” In John 8:32, Jesus

says, “You will know the Truth, and the Truth
will set you free”. In Ephesians 6 when Paul

is teaching about putting on the armour of
God he tells us to, “stand firm with the Belt of
Truth buckled round your waist”. Could it be
that Paul was onto the same idea as the Navy
– if you are missing your belt, everything else
will fall apart and you will be helpless?
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Let God Determine Your Life, In 2010!
At the beginning of a new year we
normally want to make a fresh start. We
want to do things right and better than in
the past. We don’t want to fall back into
our old ways, into the old vicious circle or
difficulties of last year. We are hoping that
our expectations for 2010 will be met and
that things will be better this year. We want
to start every new day with enthusiasm
and excitement without slipping back into
deadly old routines.
Now the big question is whether these
expectations are possible or are they going
to fade away as fast as the excitement of
Christmas time?
Let’s read what the Bible says:
“The lot is cast into the lap, but the whole
disposing thereof is of the Lord.”
Proverbs 16:33
“People cast lots to learn God’s will, but God
himself determines the answer.”
Proverbs 16:33
“For only a penny you can buy two sparrows, yet
not one sparrow falls to the ground without your
Father’s consent. As for you, even the hairs of your
head have all been counted. So do not be afraid;
you are worth much more than many sparrows!”
Matthew 10:29-31
“If the disposal of the lot is the Lord’s
whose is the arrangement of our whole
life? If the simple casting of a lot is guided
by Him, how much more the events of our
entire life – especially when we are told by
our blessed Saviour: “The very hairs of your

head are all numbered: not a sparrow falleth to
the ground without your Father.” It would bring
a holy calm over your mind, dear friend,
if you were always to remember this. It
would so relieve your mind from anxiety,
that you would be the better able to
walk in patience, quiet, and cheerfulness
as a Christian should. When a man is
anxious he cannot pray with faith; when
he is troubled about the world, he cannot
serve his Master, his thoughts are serving
himself. If you would “seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness,”
all things would then be added unto you.
You are meddling with Christ’s business,
and neglecting your own when you fret
about your lot and circumstances. You
have been trying “providing” work and
forgetting that it is yours to obey. Be wise
and attend to the obeying, and let Christ
manage the providing. Come and survey
your Father’s storehouse, and ask whether
He will let you starve while He has laid
up so great an abundance in His garner?
Look at His heart of mercy; see if that can
ever prove unkind! Look at His inscrutable
wisdom; see if that will ever be at fault.
Above all, look up to Jesus Christ your
Intercessor, and ask yourself, while He
pleads, can your Father deal ungraciously
with you?
If He remembers even sparrows, will
He forget one of the least of His poor
children? “Cast thy burden upon the
Lord, and He will sustain thee. He will
never suffer the righteous to be moved.”
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My soul, rest happy in thy low estate,
Nor hope nor wish to be esteem’d or great;
To take the impress of the Will Divine,
Be that thy glory, and those riches thine.
Charles Spurgeon

2010

Prayers for 2010
Barend Pretorius

“Then Moses replied, ‘If You aren’t going with us, please don’t make us leave this
place.’” Exodus 33:15
Let this prayer of Moses also be ours – Let us go nowhere in 2010 without God.

“The three men replied, ‘Your Majesty, we don’t need to defend ourselves. The God we
worship can save us from you and your flaming furnace. But even if He doesn’t, we still
won’t worship your gods and the gold statue you have set up.’” Daniel 3:16-18
May God make us as faithful as Daniel and his friends, may we not worship any false
gods even if it causes us to make huge sacrifices.
“Jesus came to them and said: ‘I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth! Go to the
people of all nations and make them My disciples. Baptise them in the name of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to do everything I have told you. I will be with you always, even
until the end of the world.’” Matthew 28:18-20
Let us remember that Jesus is always with us, especially if we stand in His service.

New Year’s Prayers at
Georgio & Letisia’s
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Doggie Day
or Glorious Nonsense!
Too long for this stuff!

Rob did it!

Alan and Emma with Tody

A beautiful jump!
Maureen deserves special mention for her training of
the little puppy who was brought to her nearly dead
– now a beautiful, obedient, loyal friend.
What a wonderful, fun day with lots of laughs! You
must come next year!
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The Winner – Zulu!

Second Place Winner!
Conway’s dog

Good Start, Simone!

Maureen & Suka
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Anna and Katya
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soup kitchen
Ready for the lesson!

Thanks to all those who
help to feed about 700
children each week. It
means so much to them!
We’re seeing fruit in the
lives of the Bible School
children being taught by
Adam, Joel and Johannes.
We now have three
Saturday Bible Studies
to disciple and teach the
children and youth – the
future leaders for
God’s work!
Thanks to Adonai Christian
Fellowship for hosting
the soup kitchen on your
property for so many
years. We really
appreciate it!

Prayer is serious!
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Take up uour Shield of Faith and
Become a Slayer of Dragons!

Peggy Parham

H

“Fight the good fight of faith.”

ave you ever listened to the pride
and joy in the voices of small children
as they march with enthusiasm and sing
with passion, “I’M IN THE LORD’S
ARMY, YES SIR”?

1 Timothy 6:12 “Run with

patience the race that is set before you
looking to Jesus the author and finisher of
your faith.” Hebrews 12:1, 2

Are YOU in our Lord’s army? There
In the United States, there is a lake
is a war going on and we are living in a
called Henrietta named after a young
war zone. We need to enlist.
girl who put all her faith in the very
thin ice on the lake and was drowned
The enemy is Satan, and he works
by her misplaced faith. If she had only
endlessly and does not tire in his battle
put a tiny bit of faith in very thick ice
to bring down God’s people and God’s
she would have been saved. It is not the
kingdom. We are instructed in Ephesians
amount of faith that we have, but rather
6:11, 12 to “Put on the full armour of
the object of it that makes the difference.
God so that you will be able to stand
My heart goes out to people all over
firm against the schemes of the devil.
the world who are drowning by putting
For our struggle is not against flesh and
their faith in false gods and things of
blood, but against the rulers, against
the world. If only they would turn their
the powers, against the world forces of
eyes upon Jesus and put their faith in
darkness, against the spiritual forces of
our Lord. “Look unto Jesus the author and
wickedness in the heavenly places.”
We are further instructed in
Ephesians 6:16 that above all we are
to take up the Shield of Faith. Faith
is a vital part of the armour that is
going to protect us while we are in
the battlefield. “Walk by faith and not
by sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7 “Take the
sword of the Spirit and the shield of faith and
quench every fiery dart.” Ephesians 6:16, 17
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finisher of your faith.” Hebrews 12:1, 2

Where do we find faith and how do
we strengthen this shield of faith? “Faith
comes by hearing and hearing from the Word of
God.” Romans 10:17 We need to submit
ourselves daily to the Word of God
which exposes and sifts and analyses and
judges the very thoughts and purposes
of our hearts.

in his hands was a God that John could
understand. What sort of God is that?
If God can function only within the
bounds of human understanding, He
is no longer God, but a man like the
rest of us. There is no way we will
see our Lord in action if we have
a skeptical view of the scriptures.
Belief and power go together. There
is nothing the church needs more
today than spiritual power.

We need to meditate on the Word
day and night (sleep deprivation is, after
all, better than God deprivation) that
we may observe and do according to all
that is written there.
Some years ago there was a young
man named John who lived in the north
of England. A friend tried to share with
John the miracles in the Bible, but John
had great difficulty in believing what he
read. The friend offered John a Bible
and invited him to take a pair of scissors
and to cut out all the bits he could
not believe. At first John said he could
not do that, but his friend pointed out
that John had cut the Bible to threads
already with his tongue. John went off
with the Bible and some scissors. He
returned a few days later with a rather
smaller portion of the Bible. His friend
informed him that what John now had

In Psalm 46:10 we are instructed
to “Be still and know that I am God.” God
does not speak about increased efforts
and activities in order to protect oneself.
He speaks about being still and coming
to know Him as He is. How can we
ever claim to know God and not have
total faith in Him? Then, and only
then, will we be able to slay dragons
and pull down strongholds - dragons
and strongholds such as intimidation,
fear, doubt, unbelief, distrust, worry,
anxiety, idols and idolatry, pride and self
confidence. We are not to build up our
self confidence. We need to build on our
God confidence, our faith in God.
It is wise and commendable
never to underestimate the enemy. A
good soldier is one who never ever
underestimates his enemy. Believers
are beginning to develop a habit of
sometimes sleeping in the presence of
our Lord, but once we fully realise that
the devil is ever present among us, going
around like a roaring lion seeking to
15

devour us, we will then not find it easy
to fall asleep when we should be on
duty and fully alert. If we think that we
will never be hurt, shot at, bothered or
harassed by the enemy, we are not fit for
our place in the army of our Lord. All
darts of doubt and deception must be
immediately met by faith.

at noon. (Psalm 91) For as we hold up
our SHIELD OF FAITH, verbally
affirming God’s truth and His promises
against every dart, we will extinguish
them one by one. The devil trembles
when he sees the weakest saint on his
knees. He will do all he can to neutralize
our faith in order to get us to waver, to
sit on the fence in indecision, and keep
us out of the battle.We are truly living
in a war zone. Someone hates us and
someone special loves us.

We need to have faith in God’s
character and the fact that He always
has our best in mind. We need to
have faith in God’s promises. He has
promised to “supply all your needs according
to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”
Ephesians 4:19. We need to have faith
in God’s program and timing. His
ways are not always the easiest, but they
sure are the best.

Are we all prayed up and full of
faith and ready to participate in
the battle? Are the dragons going
to fall all around us? Are we ready
to join the precious little ones and
sing with all our heart,

When Satan’s darts attack us, and
they will, we must lift our Shield of
Faith against each specific missile. This
is a real battle. There will be times when
we will be tempted to quit, to withdraw,
to bail out, to cross the line, to forfeit
and to give in. Just remember that Jesus
has given us authority and power to
trample upon serpents and scorpions,
and physical and mental strength and
ability over all the power of the enemy.
Nothing shall in any way harm us. We
should not be afraid of the terror of the
night, nor of the arrows, the evil plots
and slanders of the wicked that fly by
day, nor of the pestilence that stalks in
the darkness, nor of the destruction and
sudden death that surprise and lay waste
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“I’M IN THE LORD’S ARMY, YES
SIR!”

“Thanks be to God who
gives us the victory
through our
Lord Jesus Christ…”
I Corinthians 15:57

ST JOHN ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP
St John’s Community Church tithes 10 per cent of its annual income to various ministries
that are at work nationally or globally for the kingdom of God. This year our tithe is to these four
ministries:
- a worldwide organisation headed by Michael Cassidy dedicated
to evangelising Africa through developing strong Christian leaders.
www.aeinternational.org
- Alpha is a course designed to teach people the basic foundational beliefs of
Christianity. Used worldwide and by many different denominations, the course has been vital to
our own church growth.
www.alphasa.co.za
- Angus Buchan is a well known South African evangelist based in Greytown. His
Mighty Men Conferences and various crusades to many thousands of people have won him much
respect. We support his endeavors to evangelise South Africa.
www.shalomtrust.co.za
- this organisation is focused on supporting the persecuted church
worldwide. It is an interdenominational Christian aid agency that serves Christians in many
countries who face discrimination or persecution.
www.barnabusfund.org
The rest of our income is budgeted to deal with the ongoing costs of running the church,
supporting local ministries and other issues that arise from the church family.
St John’s does not employ any paid minister, but is led by an eldership of church members who
meet quarterly and account to the broader church membership on a quarterly basis.
(Elders are listed on last page of The Source.)

African Enterprise

Alpha

Shalom

Barnabus Fund

ST JOHN’S NOTICE BOARD
Lucky Manamela Malakia who resides at Boschdraai Farm is looking for a vacancy.
He has matric and computer skills. Contact number is 073 206 0416.
Daniel Sephekgole writes these words which help to motivate him:
THE CHRIST OF TODAY: “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Matthew 28:20.
THE CHRIST OF THE PRESENT: Christ “Immanuel” - God with us! Matthew 1: 23
The Christ of today and every day until the end of the world!
Anyone having an item to post, please contact Marilyn Cook
aletheia@iafrica.com
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Sandals of Evangelism

David and Loma Powrie

Any mention of dragon slayers
conjures up images of knights in
shining armour courageously facing fire
breathing monsters. It is the stuff of
legends and folklore, but these battles
are not confined to the world of fiction,
we each have dragons in our lives, we
cannot rely on a hero’s rescue, but need
to face them personally. We are able
to do this not in our own strength, but
in the Lord’s, clothing ourselves in the
armour of God.
In Ephesians 6:10–17 we learn
that our strength is in the Lord and
the power of His might and are told to
clothe ourselves in God’s armour. Our
fight is not only in the natural, but also
in the spiritual realm where we need
to stand against the devil’s schemes.
We can stand in confidence, facing all
enemies, in the knowledge that God’s
armour equips us for victory. God offers
us the belt of truth, the breastplate of
righteousness, the sandals of evangelism,
the shield of faith, the sword of the
Holy Spirit, which is the Word of God
and the helmet of salvation. With these
we can stand against every attack. God
offers us His armour freely, but is up
to us to take up His armour and stand
against our fears (dragons). This is no
easy task and we may have many hard,
long battles, but in God’s strength we
will be conquerors. We need to be aware
of our enemy and alert to his deceptions.
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As we slay our dragons and gain
victory in our lives, it falls on us to spread
the good news of God’s gospel, the peace
it offers, and help others to accept the
protection God offers us all. The armour
is most effective when linked with fellow
believers to support and help each other
as we stand against the enemy. The
sandals worn by the Roman soldiers, on
which this image was based when Paul
was writing to the Ephesians, were sturdy,
hardwearing battle shoes and the likening
of the sandals of evangelism to these give
us assurance of protection as we spread
the Word.
“How can they preach unless they are sent?
As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of
those who bring good news!’” Romans 10:15
God sends us to preach His message
and it then is up to those who hear the
message of peace to believe it and call
on Jesus and be saved. They too will be
strengthened in the Lord and offered His
armour to fight their own battles.
Whereever you are in your life today,
if you are facing dragons and don’t know
what to do, or if you have already had
some experience of victory in God and
are spreading the good news, you may
have peace knowing that God is in every
situation and with Him all things
are possible.

The Sword that Pierces

Stuart Cook

“…And take the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God…”Ephesians 6:17
A sword? In this modern, high-tech age, don’t you think that an AK47 might
be more appropriate? After all, people are inclined to say that the Bible is outdated,
antiquated, irrelevant, passé to sophisticated modern man.
Oh, is that so? I don’t think so. The Hebrew writer said that the Word is a sword so
keen that it bisects your soul from your spirit, slices between the joints and the marrow
of your inner unseen attitudes, and is capable of excising and exposing the thoughts
and intents of your heart. (Hebrews 4:12) How is that for potency? The Bible is the
Christian’s ‘Smart Bomb’!
If you know an individual who claims, (and this might apply to you) who continues
to profess that the Bible has no significance to him, let me propose a simple experiment:
suggest that he (you ) take a copy – big and black is best – along with him on his next
visit to the Bush Stop. Better yet, to the Pub, where all the most enlightened and modern
in the community assemble. He is to open it in the middle and spend a few minutes
reading. What? He (you) don’t want to be seen reading a Bible in public? What is the
problem? After all, that old book is meaningless, irrelevant and without significance!

Or is it?
When you carry your Bible, you have in your hand the most powerful material
object on earth. The story it contains has altered history, revolutionized the thinking
of untold millions of intelligent and honest people, beautifully transformed the lives
of countless men and women – and it continues to do so. When the Word gets out,
things happen. God said that it will never return without accomplishing what He desires
(Isaiah 55:11).
That message, which we call the Gospel, is labeled as “the power of God leading to salvation.”
(Romans 1:16) Ashamed of it? That’s ridiculous.
If you are an unbeliever and intend to stay that way, the best advice I can give you
is to stay as far away from a Bible as possible. Your unfaith is in great danger if the Bible
gets to you. Why else would it have been so hated and opposed? It has been burned,
banned and battered. It has been sneered at, spat upon, slandered and outlawed. Its
writers were martyred, its preachers persecuted and its translators prosecuted. But the
poor unbeliever is still threatened by the Book that remains the world’s number one best
seller. How are we to explain that?
Don’t think that I’m defending the Bible. The Bible is entirely capable of defending
itself, as history has often demonstrated. Ours is a weapon that has never been
superseded or surpassed (when wielded with persistence, passion and prayer), but is in
fact the only weapon in our arsenal. So ‘Love it and Leaf it’. Remember, well-read
is well armed!
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“Fight the good fight of faith, take hold of the eternal
life to which you were called, and you made the
good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
I charge you in the presence of God, who
gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus,
who testified the good confession before Pontius
Pilate, that you keep the commandment
without stain or reproach until the appearing of our
Lord Jesus Christ, which He will bring about at the
proper time – He who is the blessed and only
Sovereign , the King of kings and Lord of lords;
who alone possesses immortality and dwells in
unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can
see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.”
I Timothy 6:12-16
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ST JOHN THE BAPTIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
Elders:				
Charles Baber
014 755 4000 or 083 276 0518
Joan Baber
014 755 4087 or 083 397 9277
Peter Farrant
014 755 3661 or 082 569 9147
David Baber
014 755 4430 or 083 273 4525
Philip Calcott
014 755 4425 or 078 207 8570
Alan van Coller
014 755 4549 or 073 179 4313
Officers:
Chairman of Council – Shane Dowinton
Secretary – Joy Labuschagne
Treasurer – Simone Baber

014 755 4009 or 083 419 1929
014 755 4087 or 078 251 6022
014 755 4430 or 083 302 5123

Banking Details: FNB Modimolle, Branch no 260247,
Account no 531 746 01684

INTERESTED IN A CHURCH CELL GROUP?
Vaalwater group

Wednesday at Carlos and Sharon’s Contact:
Sharon, 072 223 0725

Boschdraai Group

Wednesday at Shane & Laura’s
Contact: Shane, 014 755 4009

Men’s Bush Breakfast At ‘Exciting Times’, Joan Baber’s
Contact: Shane Dowinton, 014 755 4009
Friday Night Youth

At Timothy House, 6:00 to 8:00
Contact: Shane, 014 755 4009

Ladies’ Bible Study

One Saturday a month
Contact: Juliet, 014 755 4425

Do you have information for The Source?
Contact: Marilyn Cook, 014 755 4142 or 084 805 2199
aletheia@iafrica.com
21

ST JOHNS CHURCH SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE AT
9:15 for Praise and Worship, 9:30 Service Begins
Take the Melkrivier Road to the Twenty-Four Rivers sign.
Turn right and travel 10 km. Turn left and left again into church property.

“And they overcame him because of the blood of
the Lamb and because of the word of their
testimony, and they did not love their life
even to death.”

Revelation 12:11

Purpose Statement
To bring people to Jesus and membership in His family;
to develop them in Christlike maturity and equip them for their ministry
in the church and life mission in the world in order to glorify God.

