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Have you ever sat on a busy street, or perhaps in a park and watched the 
people go by, most with looks etched in depression or worry, perhaps 
anger or just tiredness – on their faces - in their walk? Everyone has 

problems. My friend, Jo, says , “Be kinder than necessary for everyone you meet is 
fighting some kind of  battle.” Some carry their burdens and sadness openly, others 
may hide it. 

What is life about? Is it meant to be just one big slog, going from one trouble to 
another trouble?

Those writing in this issue of  The Source share joy and how to get it – in the midst 
of  troubles and trials.

I can testify in my own life of  the inner joy the Lord gives me in this time of  trouble 
and grief. Grief  is not overwhelming when I have my precious Lord near me all the 
time to comfort and give me “the peace that passes all understanding”. He wraps 
me in a soft cocoon of  warmth and love and gives me His joy.

May you find in Jesus, the great burden bearer, His peace and His joy to carry you 
through whatever your need.

“You have made known to me the path of life; You will fill 
me with joy in Your presence, with eternal pleasures  

at Your right hand.”

Psalm 16:11

Seeking Joy
Marilyn Cook  
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AAs time passes and we grow older we recognise that our lives are filled with 
simultaneous joys and sorrows. In the daily, tiny triumphs are trumped by the 
tragedy and pain that accompany life – strife, death, financial pressures, illness, all 
call our attention to the fact that this world is not alright. Our joys seem fleeting, and 
superficially they are, but at our core Christ sits as the cornerstone, a foundational rock 
of  security, a rock to which we can cling in rough times, a rock from whose perspective 
we can derive our joy and our strength, a vantage point that helps us to see the trials 
around us with His eyes.

This is a wonderful perspective because it allows us to see beyond the here and now 
into the eternal with Christ’s assurance and hope. There is more. And it looks better 
than this.

When I come to the rock in prayer, to be with Him who loves me, He affirms that I 
am safe in Him. The chaos is all about but the rock is firm. Placed before time and there 
forever my Lord and Saviour stands, arms outstretched to redeem and to embrace with 
bloodied hands my wretched form. In those arms I find my joy, unfailing love poured 
out to restore and revive.

In that conversation that is prayer with Him there is the encouragement of  His word 
which is timeless truth, its depths filled with the character of  Christ and overflowing 
with joy and peace to our turbulent souls. When we cry out to Him our hearts are 
stirred by His compassion and the joy of  relationship with Him wells up from within. 

“I waited patiently for the Lord, He turned to me and heard my cry. He lifted me out of  the slimy 
pit, out of  the mud and mire: He set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. He put a new 
song in my mouth, a hymn of  praise to our God.”  Psalm 40:1-3 

As the psalmist states here and when Paul prayed that prayer to the Romans they 
were encouraging every saint in every age to find His strength, His security, His joy in 
relationship with the Lord. When we spend time in prayer, when we seek His face, we 
are drawn into His presence in love and He places a holy joy within us that transcends 
the world we walk in.

Joy in Prayer
Shane Dowinton
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MMy mother and I are very much in tune. We often know 
beforehand when the other is experiencing trials or frustrations. 
It isn’t enough to just share these feelings; we need to be reminded to look up for help. 
Our shared greeting therefore is, “How’s your joy level?” 

Philippians 4:6 tells us to not be anxious about anything, but by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. Verse 7 goes on to remind us that the 
peace of  God, which transcends all understanding, will guard our hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. So with this promise, what do we have to worry about? 

Personally, I find joy in sharing. I want to share my thoughts, my triumphs, my 
revelations, first with God, then with others. Sometimes though, I find myself  sharing 
my pain, my problems, my negative attitude. What then? I need to have my joy level 
checked! It isn’t wrong to share our burdens, but we often need to remind each other to 
share them with the Lord first. They are not nearly as big or threatening when we don’t 
carry them alone.

So, how is your joy level, right now as you are reading this? Are you quickly 
skimming through before you run on to errands for the day? Or maybe you are reading 
and preparing for meditation with the Lord. Whichever is the case, take a minute to 
count your blessings and thank the Lord for each and every one. Truly recognizing 
each person or event, each little blessing one by one, will increase your joy so quickly 
you will forget what might have been going through your mind before. Is it possible to 
thank God for each and every blessing He bestows on us daily? I think not! We usually 
remember the food we eat, the fellowship we share, maybe even the protection He 
provides as we travel. I rejoice in the bird song and even the insects calling out. I am 
truly thankful for the sunshine that lights our days and gives us the moon’s reflection at 
night. (It doesn’t hurt to pray for rain though, but then be thankful for every drop you 
receive.)  Even the clean, fresh air we breathe is something to thank God for. We are so 
blessed to live where there is clean air. 

You see, being thankful leads to being joyful. Joy means to experience pleasure or 
delight. I find great pleasure in God’s creation around me. I delight in knowing I am His 

How’s Your Joy Level?
Jo Teal



and He is mine. Joy is such a wonderful 
thing to have and when something is 
this good, I simply must share! I want to 
share with the Lord through praise and 
worship. My joy bubbles over at times and 
becomes infectious. I experience joy all 
around. The leaves on the trees clap their 
hands with joy. The birds sing praises to 
God. Even the grass and flowers reach 
to the heavens. The mountains and seas, 
the deserts and rivers all glorify God. The 
blue of  the sky, the fluffy clouds, even 
the solid stones of  the earth tell of  God’s 
magnificence. And the power of  God 
is seen in the lightning and thunder, the 
strength of  the wind, and the vastness 
of  the night sky. How great is our God! 
How can we not rejoice when we realise 
He knows us and loves us? Me! He knows 
ME! He created ME and finds pleasure 
in ME! 

Psalm 100:1-5 says:

“Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.

Worship the Lord with gladness;

Come before Him with joyful songs.

Know that the Lord is God.

It is He who made us, and we are His people, 

The Sheep of  His pasture.

Enter His gates with Thanksgiving

And His courts with praise;

Give thanks to Him and Praise His name.

For the Lord is good and His love endures forever;

His faithfulness continues through all generations.”

I have to ask you again, How’s Your Joy Level?

Coming up
Sooner than you think

Doggie Sunday, 9 January.   
Start now to get in shape for the grand 
event – and don’t forget to teach your 

dog to fetch, not dig!
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What is joy? Surely it is the deep, abiding 
sense of  safety and peace, excitement, 
delight and confidence which the love of  
Jesus gives us in the midst of  all the sufferings 
and trials we go through in this fallen world.

As Charles and I wake each morning 
there is the soft calling of  the same little dove 
outside our window, experimenting with 
different calls. Joy fills us as we listen to his 
calls, or the ‘Piet My Vrou’ in the distance.

Joy overflows in our hearts as we greet 
our Lord, and begin to recall and to praise 
Him for all the blessings and delights He has 
given us in 49 years together. At this moment 
in time, we see from our window the deepest 
blue violet that the Jacarandas have ever 
been with their carpet of  blue below them, 
the rose red bougainvillea, and a garden 
full of  roses with their heavenly perfume. 
This, our God has created - this beauty, a 
reflection of  God’s beauty.

We think of  God, our Creator, of  His 
beauty, His purity, His holiness, His justice, 
His power, His ten commandments, His 
standards of  conduct for us to aspire to,  
His Glory!

We find safety and a refuge in His fury at 
iniquity and the pride of  man. We know that 
Supreme goodness and justice is in charge of  
this world, and that a day of  judgment will 
come for each of  us.

We think of  Jesus our Saviour, His 
supreme love for us, what He went through 
on that Cross to save us from our sin, and 
to bring us into relationship with Him. We 
weep with remorse, but this is replaced by 
the utmost joy in the close companionship 
we have with our beautiful Lord Jesus! Sadly, 
in my case, it was many years after I had 
given my heart and will to Jesus, before I was 
truly able to obey the first commandment - 
to love God more than precious members of  
my family.

The Lord Jesus waited with arms 
out-stretched for me to respond to His 
unconditional amazing love for us.

How rude, stupid and blind can a 
man, woman or child be not to respond 
instantly to the Lord of  Glory, Prince of  
Peace, Very God of  Very God, dwelling in 
inapproachable light?

Joy in the Lord Jesus Christ!

Nina Baber
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This Jesus, and our close relationship 
with Him, is truly the source of  real joy 
– the feeling of  being connected to and 
inspired by everything that is good, true, 
right and beautiful for all eternity. His 
Holy Spirit walks with us, guides us, spares 
us, nudges us, holds His arms round us.

“Peace I leave with you,  
My peace I give to you.”  

 John 4:27

“The Lord is good and His love  
endures forever.”   
Psalm 100:5

“Remain in Me, and I will  
remain in you.”  

 John 15:4

“The Lord your God is with you  
wherever you go.”   

Joshua 1:9

“God is able to make all grace  
abound to you.”   

2 Corinthians 9:8

“Light is shed upon the righteous and joy on 
the upright in heart.”  

Psalm 97:11

“You will keep in perfect peace  
all who trust in you.”   

Isaiah 26:3

“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not  
be in want.”    
Psalm 23:1

Finally 
 Joy comes as we Trust and Obey!

Working with A World Aware has 
been a lot of  fun. I am really looking 

forward to going to the States and 
meeting everyone I know on the other 
side of  the lake. One of  the highlights 
of  this year has been the YES (Youth 
Engages in Service) camp  where we 
had to sleep in a tent in the freezing 
cold and cook our own food over a 
fire. The best part of  this trip was 
learning about integrity with our  

fellow Christians.

Rebecca Aub

Kid’s Corner

Not only will this be my first trip 
overseas, but it’s also going to be my 

first mission trip. My sister, Becky, and 
I, will be visiting a few churches in 

Colorado. We are going to be talking 
to a few Youth Groups to recruit new 
members for A World Aware and we 
are definately going to be making a 

ton of  friends. This is my next step in 
my journey with God.

Rachel Aub
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WWhen I heard Marilyn’s gentle voice 
asking me down the phone if  I could 
write something about ‘Joy in Suffering’, 
I have to confess I really didn’t feel up to 
the task. Still reeling from the shock and 
grief  of  Dad’s sudden death, I certainly 
felt qualified on the ‘emotional suffering’ 
front, but ‘joy’ I didn’t feel.  I put the 
phone down having agreed to Marilyn’s 
request and wondered how on earth I was 
going to write anything about joy (luckily, 
it wasn’t up to me, God had something 
to say).  I read a couple of  books on pain 
and suffering by Christian authors, hoping 
to find an answer to how we can feel joy 
through such times. While these explained 
what the Bible says about why we suffer 
and how we should respond to suffering*, 
they did not leave me feeling joyful.  
Bible passages teaching joyfulness for the 
strengthening of  our faith through trials 
and suffering (James 1:3, Romans 5:3-4) 
just left me feeling weak and inadequate.  
So where does joy really come from?

Jesus source of  joy was His relationship 
with His Father and doing the Father’s 
will. In John 15, Jesus likens Himself  to a 
vine, tended by His Father, the gardener.  

The disciples are branches which can bear 
fruit if  they are pruned by the gardener 
and remain in the vine. “Remain in me 
and I will remain in you.  No branch can 
bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 
vine.”   Jesus tells them that to remain 
in Him they must remain in His Love 
by obeying His commands, particularly 
the command to love one another.  He 
explains this to them in order that they 
can have the same complete joy as Jesus, 
by remaining in the Father and bearing 
fruit by doing His will.  “I have told you this, 
so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be 
complete.” John 15:11

“Though you have not seen Him, you love 
Him; and even though you do not see Him 
now, you believe in Him, and are filled with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving 
the goal of  your faith, the salvation of  your souls.”  
I Peter 1:8-9

Like Jesus, we do not find real joy in 
happiness, health and absence of  pain, a 
good marriage or a big bank balance, but 
in having a right and fruitful relationship 
with God.   This relationship is made 
possible by Jesus’ death on the cross, “by 

Joy in Suffering? 

Tina DuToit
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His wounds you are healed ... For Christ 
died for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, to bring you to God”  1 Peter 
2:24, 3:18. Through His death, we can 
receive forgiveness of  sins, and as we 
turn to God in repentance and faith, He 
sets before us the hope and joy of  an 
eternal place in Heaven with Him. The 
pain and suffering of  death on a cross 
are redeemed for the ultimate good of  
mankind – salvation.

Suddenly the light dawned and I 
found myself  smiling, my heart singing 
for the first time in many months.  God 
is UNCHANGING.  His Son Jesus 
Christ is “the same yesterday, today and 
forever.” Hebrews 13:8.  Even if  our 
physical and emotional lives change, 
God’s character, His promises to us and 
His plans for us, His offer of  salvation, 
do not change.  He remains faithful, 
loving, compassionate and merciful.  
Our joy is that we can always have a 
relationship with our Father, whether 
we suffer or not.  Our source of  joy is 
always the same.  The answer to ‘How 
can we be joyful in suffering?’ is: ‘How 
can we not be joyful in suffering?’  

“Not only so, but we also rejoice in 
our sufferings because suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; character, 
hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because 
God has poured out his love into our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.”  
Romans 5:3-4

As believers then, it is easy to 
understand how the Bible can describe 
suffering and trials as added reason 
for joy (James 1:3, 1 Peter 4:13).  They 
strengthen and refine our faith and build 
the perseverance, character and hope 
we need to achieve the ultimate goal of  
our faith, “...the crown of  life that God has 
promised to those who love him.” James 1:12, 
that is salvation of  our souls.

In the day to day reality of  difficult 
times, endless silence to the question 
‘Why God?’ and seemingly unanswered 
prayers for it to come to an end, can 
leave us feeling far from God and robbed 
of  joy.  While we may never fathom the 
‘Why?’ or be able to remove the cause 
of  our suffering, we do have control over 
how we respond to it and stay joyful.  
God does not move away from us in 
our suffering,  but He feels far off  when 
we respond by shifting our gaze from 
His face and moving our focus inwards.  
Instead, we can choose to keep our eyes 
firmly fixed on Jesus and remain in Him.  

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author 
and perfecter of  our faith, who for the joy set 
before Him endured the cross.... Consider Him 
who endured such opposition from sinful men, so 
that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” 
Hebrews 12:2-3

God has promised to be right there 
with us in our suffering. “The Lord is close 
to the broken hearted and lifts all those who are 
crushed in spirit.” Psalm 34:18. He is able 
to comfort us because He also endured 
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suffering and opposition himself, in 
human form as Jesus, “He was despised 
and rejected by men, a man of  sorrows, and 
familiar with suffering.” Isaiah 53:3. God is 
“the Father of  compassion and the God of  all 
comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles”  
2 Corinthians 1:3-4. As we cling to Him, 
He will draw even closer to us, “Come 
near to God and He will come near to you.” 
James 4:8, and uphold us. “Because you 
are my help, I sing in the shadow of  your wings.  
My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds 
me.” Psalm 63: 7-8.  

We can fix our eyes on God by 
praising Him, by praying, reading 
the Bible and continuing to meet in 
fellowship with other believers. God 
always hears and answers our prayers 
(John 15:7) and praying will bring peace 
(Philippians 4:4-7) and the wisdom to 
understand God better (James 1:5).   
These enable us to continue to trust 
in God’s unfailing love (Psalm 13:5), 
and to be patient, standing firm until 
His return (James 5:7-8). To remain in 
Him, we must also continue to obey 
His command to love one another, even 
though we suffer and would rather turn 

inwards.  We must reach outward to 
others, with good works and service 
(Ephesians 2:10, 1 Peter 4:19, 1 Peter 
4:10), and with the comfort we receive 
from God ... “we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves have 
received from God.” 2 Corinthians 1:4. 
Then we will continue to bear fruit as 
ambassadors for Christ (2 Corinthians 
5:20), drawing others to God.

Finally we must not lose heart.  Our 
hope is that God will return soon to take 
us to be with Him.

 “Now the dwelling of  God is with men, 
and He will live with them.  They will be His 
people, and God Himself  will be with them and 
be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their 
eyes. There will be no more death or mourning 
or crying or pain, for the old order of  things has 
passed away.”  Revelation 21:3-5.

*I recommend reading “Where is God 
when it hurts?” By Philip Yancey or “If  
I were God, I’d end all the pain” by John 
Dickson for a clear discussion.
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Alan and Ellie dedicate baby Aerin The church family joins you in 
thanking the Lord for such a precious little one!

We rejoice with Mathias and Lindsay in their recent marriage!  
May God’s blessings be with you for a long and happy life together.

All in the family
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From Michael’s report on the third Lausanne 
Congress on World Evangelisation from 2010 
Cape Town come three incredible testimonies 
which we share here:

1. 18 year old North Korean 
Girl

“The first was that of  an 18 year old 
North Korean girl, a little slip of  a thing, 
but so dear and precious.  She told how 
both her parents had been martyred 
in North Korea for their faith, her 
father having died or been tortured to 
death in prison for his belief  in Christ. 
She testified that all she wanted to do 
now was complete her schooling, get 
qualified, and go back as a missionary 
to North Korea to tell those who had 
murdered her parents about the Lord 
Jesus Christ and His saving grace.  Her 
testimony blew us all away and produced 
a spontaneous standing ovation.”

2. American Missionary Widow 
from Afghanistan

“The only other story which produced 
a similar standing ovation was from 
the widow of  an American medical 
missionary in Afghanistan who was 
murdered just two months ago by 
the Taliban, his name being Tom 
Little.  He was referred to in a Time 
magazine article a week or so ago.  She 
told how she and her husband had 
been missionaries to Afghanistan for 
I think it was nearly 30 years. One 
day eight weeks ago he and nine other 

missionaries were going into a remote 
Afghan valley not only to take the 
Gospel and some scriptures, but very 
specially medical supplies as well.  On 
his journey to this remote region he 
kept phoning back to his wife by satellite 
phone. Then they came to a big river 
which would involve a complex crossing. 
He phoned back and said:  ‘I will get in 
touch with you once I have crossed the 
river.’ That was the last message he sent.  
He and the other nine missionaries were 
murdered by Taliban as they got across 
the river.  So he had indeed crossed the 
Great River of  Life and Death once and 
for all and had gone into eternity with 
His Lord.  

On his body afterwards were found, 
blood splattered, the sermon notes 
from which he was going to preach in 
that valley.  Mrs Little produced the 
notes from her pocket and read to us 
the scriptures he was going to use in his 
talk.  Her calm dignity in sharing this, 
her plain courage, her full forgiveness of  
those who had killed her husband, and 
her longing to get back and help other 
Afghanis find Christ moved everybody 
profoundly and produced, as I said, 
another spontaneous standing ovation.  
Here are people who risk their lives to 
share about Jesus Christ and His saving 
grace.  I guess all of  us felt rebuked.  
Thus still does ‘the blood of  the martyrs 
become the seed of  the church.’

Michael Cassidy’s Report
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3. Former Moslem Imam

“The third story of  a former Moslem 
Imam Carol and I heard not in a 
conference plenary but privately over 
a cup of  coffee.  This young man from 
Teheran had been a passionate Moslem 
and read the Qu’ran cover to cover once 
every 10 days so that he virtually knew 
it by heart.  He was a deep seeker after 
God. But he was also an active member 
of  Hizbollah, the Islamist militant group, 
and he had gone to Malaysia to recruit 
members for that organisation. During 
this time, he had somehow got himself  
arrested and was in prison. He was 
immediately made Imam of  the little 
mosque in the prison. One day, he was 
praying vigorously in a searching after 
God.  Suddenly his cell was filled with a 
strange and awesome presence.  At which 
he immediately heard a voice saying:   
“I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.” 
He had never before heard those words 
or such words.  He turned and said:  
“Who are you?”  (Just like Saul on the 
Damascus Road).  And the voice said: 
“I am Jesus Christ, the Son of  the  
Living God.”  

Our young friend thereafter had an 
overwhelming two hour experience 
of  our Lord Jesus.  Right after this 
he rushed to the mosque, and told 
everyone there that Islam, the Qu’ran, 
and Mohammed were not the way but 
that Jesus Christ, the One whom he had 
just met in his cell, was the Way, and 
the Bible was His Word. This produced 
such a furore in the prison that the 
authorities decided to put him on a 

plane, and send him back to Iran where 
he would experience capital punishment.  
However, at the airport, there was a mix 
up, and he was put on the wrong plane, 
one which took him to Bangladesh! 
He arrived there and used one of  the 
35 different fake passports he had 
secured illegally while in Pakistan!  Even 
though he had no visa, the Bangladesh 
immigration official for some inexplicable 
reason let him in. He immediately went 
in search of  some Christians and was 
hooked up to another Moslem who 
had found Christ. This person discipled 
him.  Our young friend was so on fire 
for Christ that he then went to the major 
Hindu temple in the area and led the 
priest into a dramatic experience of  
Jesus, along with his wife. Our friend 
continues with his acts of  witness in 
Mosques and temples and has led many 
imams into a living experience of  Christ. 
Incidentally, and interestingly enough, 
our young Iranian friend at Lausanne 
has led his whole family to Jesus Christ, 
including his parents and three brothers.  
He once heard his mother praying that 
she did not want any of  her sons to die 
a natural death but for all of  them to be 
martyred for Christ!  Now how about 
that for a very different-type of  parental 
prayer! 

“Now to Him who is able to keep you from 
stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence 
of  His glory blameless with great joy, to the only 
God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
be glory, majesty, dominion and authority before 

all time and now and forever.  Amen”  
Jude 24,25
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We are very glad to say that Philip and Retha have joined 
us in the Mission, and since their joining us, the Mission has 
already expanded.                  

Our family has also extended a lot 
towards the farming side. Thanks 
to 10 new piglets, we now have  14 
pigs.

Little Irene is now with us for 3 
weeks  - a little girl that was positive, 
but when we last had her tested, she 
tested negative. She is now 18 months 
old and still really small, but she has 
developed so much since she came 
to us.

Year end functions are beginning now.  We have 
functions at 3 primary farm schools, a crèche, at 
our feeding schemes and at the mission station. 
They will receive a nice meal, a toiletry bag, a 
present  and sweets. All the children really  
enjoy it!  

Philip, Megan and Retha

Bushveld Mission 



The search for joy and peace is one 
that unites all people. It is a universal 
yearning spanning across the ages. In 
every human being is a happiness compass 
pointing towards their “north”. All the 
decisions a person makes are designed 
to take him closer towards that goal, 
that dream, that thing, which embodies 
happiness, fulfilment, peace, satisfaction. 
In most cases, when the goal is achieved 
there is a period of  bliss and elation…. 
Then it becomes old hat and the next 
target is set and chased. 

Most people’s idea of  what their 
compass should be pointing at is shaped 
by external factors. They are brought 
up to expect certain things of  life and 
believe that having and achieving them  
equals joy. All goes well when these goals 
are in sight and moving closer. Disaster 
strikes when life turns out differently than 
expected. 

I am sure every one of  us can think 
of  a person that is the exception to this 
rule. These people stand out as a beacon 
of  hope in a world full of  negativity. They 
shine and draw us in with their “joie de 
vivre’’, the very thing we are all chasing. 
Yet they do not seem to be chasing 
anything or hurrying anywhere. How 

confusing. Very often they are dealing with 
devastating life issues.  
Terminal illness, loss of  material things, 
loss of  loved ones, persecution by society 
or even rejection by family members 
might be a reality of  their daily lives. 
Yet they seem to have something… a 
core of  sorts…that is indestructible. The 
joy that infuses their existence seems 
inextinguishable. Life deals them a blow 
and sure enough, they become sad…but 
not devastated. They go down… and pop 
right up again. 

What is this ability to endure life with 
a smile? Are they in denial? Are they just 
too scared to admit that life actually is 
hard and unfair?

Could it be that they know something 
other people don’t? Maybe they have 
found a spot on the map of  life to point 
their compasses to, that does not fade 
and become commonplace after a while. 
A place that stays fresh and new and 
invigorating. Maybe it is a mark that all 
reborn Christians have stood on, not 
realising the full significance of  it.

The first thing we have to contemplate 
is our joy over our salvation. Our 
momentary stay on earth becomes all 

An Attitude of JOY

Martie Botha
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absorbing and we direct all our energy 
towards having a good life here. Eternal 
life seems far off  and kind of  unreal.  
In the process we forget what we were 
saved from. Do we fully understand what 
Hell is about, what eternity is? Maybe we 
need to take a good hard look at where we 
were heading before Christ saved us. 

The enormity of  eternity without God 
might have escaped us because we like to 
sugar coat life and all things spiritual. If  
the thought of  life without God does not 
make you catch your breath, then maybe 
the fact that you have been saved from it 
does not touch you the way it should. Take 
some time to study what the Bible tells 
us, and ask the Holy Spirit to show you 
what hell and eternity without God is like. 
Only if  we fully comprehend the utter 
hopelessness and pain of  that place, will 
we be truly appreciative of  being saved 
from it.

If  life was a hopeless place for you to 
be before you were saved, and now you 
see God take care of  you, you might have 
some idea of  what I am trying to convey. I 
am sure you are very thankful and grateful 
towards God for taking you out of  that 
way of  life. Now, blow that misery up a 
million times and you will still be far short 
of  the pain and misery of  hell. On the 
other hand, blow your joy at being saved 
from your earthly misery up a million 
times and see how wonderful life becomes.

The next point to consider is the 
Christ who saved us. The fact that this 

Wonderful Almighty being, Creator of  
all – there is not an atom, electron even a 
vacuum in the universe that He did not 
will to be there – took the time to draw 
you in, closer to Him, until you could no 
longer resist His call, should take your 
breath away. He planned you, created you 
exactly the way He wanted you to be and 
placed you in exactly the space in time He 
wanted you to exist to fulfil a purpose only 
you can do. How much more reason do 
we need to be overwhelmed with joy!

Allow the full extent of  your salvation 
and the mind blowing greatness of  the 
God that saved us to sink in and take root 
in your thought life.

This is a joy that nothing and nobody 
can take from you. It is rooted in a 
truth that is unmovable, unshakeable. 
No sickness, financial hardship, 
disappointment, soured relationship or 
any other misfortune can change this. If  
this is the core of  your joy, nothing can 
dim your light!

In Philippians 2, Paul gives the 
Philippians some food for thought. 
He places a few choices before them 
concerning their attitude towards different 
aspects of  their Christian walk.

In dealing with their fellow believers 
he urges them and us to be like-minded, 
one in love, spirit and purpose. He also 
instructs them to take care of  themselves 
and each other. This loving, easy- to- 
get-along-with attitude springs from the 
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gratitude of  being reunited with Christ. 
He puts Christ as an example of  humility 
before us, who despite His Greatness, 
came to serve us. If  you never lose sight 
of  the fact that you were just another 
lost soul, destined for Hell, saved by 
Grace, how can you ever be proud and 
see yourself  as more important than 
others? No matter your station in life, if  
you keep this fact before you, you will be 
able to have grace with other believers’ 
weaknesses. Every unbeliever becomes a 
potential future believer in your eyes. Not 
to be scorned or shunned, but to be loved 
and drawn closer to God.

He calls them to work out their 
salvation meaning that they have to learn 
to live like saved people. Study the Bible 
and equip yourself  with knowledge of  
God and His will. Let Him teach you how 
to shine His light. He has put everything 
we need to know about life in His Word. 
When you are confronted with a difficult 
situation or you are uncertain how to 
proceed in a manner pleasing to God, 
search the Bible for the answer. It will be 
there. Ask a fellow Christian who knows 
the word to help you find answers, use a 
concordance, ask the Holy Spirit to guide 
you. Each time you will get to know God’s 
will better, become closer to Him. His 
Word says it is He who gives you the will 
and means to fulfil your purpose.

Furthermore he urges them to do 
everything…not just those things they 
like, but everything put before them. 

God will lead other Christians to ask 
you to get involved in His work. Pray 
for confirmation if  you are unsure. He 
will also place certain issues and people 
in your heart. You will feel moved by 
something and wonder who is going to fix 
it. The answer is YOU. This is the time to 
say YES to God and do His work as Paul 
says in verse 14: “without complaining 
or arguing”. The attitude of  grace and 
humility springing from the well of  joy in 
your heart will make it easier for you to 
fight off  those feelings that often keep us 
from:

a. doing what God asks us to 
b. doing it together with other Christians 

in harmony. 

Those feelings can be insecurity, pride, 
self  pity etc. Discord between Christians 
often pushes unbelievers further away 
from God and must be conquered by love 
to bring glory to the Name of  God.

The world without God is a dark 
place. A child of  God, full of  joy, love 
and humility, living according to His 
instruction, fulfilling his purpose shines 
like a star in the universe. He holds out 
the Word of  Life to the world. It is as 
irresistible as candy to a child. 

May we all, through His grace, 
become a source of  gravity though the 
joy that radiates from us, pulling in every 
unsaved person who crosses our paths, 
towards our Saviour and eternal LIFE.



A special thanks to all who help with feeding and caring for the children – special 
mention to Waterburg Academy, to Jumbo Willians and Arina Swanerpoel who 
organise and bring students every week to help and also prepare the bread and peanut 
butter sandwiches, to Xtreme Soccer Team whose presence is also felt each week as well 
as the sandwiches they prepare, to our Kid’s Club Youth, Basic and Revolution Bible 
Study groups and the Bible Study Ladies who faithfully help. And Aaron and Jerusha 
we love you for all you do! To all of  you we appreciate your loving input. And thanks to 
Adonai Life Christian Centre for the use of  property for the big tent.

kid’s club

A teardrop of milk – so precious!
Lethabo Kid’s Club meets at Adonai Life Christian Centre
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INTERESTED IN A CHURCH CELL GROUP?
Vaalwater group 

Boschdraai Group

Men’s Bush Breakfast

Friday Night Youth             

Ladies’ Bible Study

Need a venue in Vaalwater 
Contact:  Sharon, 072 223 0725

Wednesday at Shane & Laura’s 
Contact:  Shane, 014 755 4009

At ‘Exciting Times’, Joan Baber’s  
Contact: Shane Dowinton, 014 755 4009

At Timothy House, 6:00 to 8:00 
Contact: Shane, 014 755 4009

One Saturday a month  
Contact: Juliet, 014 755 4425

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST COMMUNITY CHURCH

Elders:    
Charles Baber 014 755 4000 or 083 276 0518
Joan Baber 014 755 4087 or 082 395 7852
Peter Farrant 014 755 3661 or 082 569 9147
David Baber 014 755 4430 or 083 273 4525
Philip Calcott 014 755 4425 or 078 207 8570
Alan van Coller 014 755 4549 or 073 179 4313

Officers:
Chairman of  Council – Shane Dowinton 014 755 4009 or 083 419 1929
Secretary – Joy Baber 014 755 4087 or 078 251 6022
Treasurer – Simone Baber 014 755 4430 or 083 302 5123

Do you have information for The Source?
Contact: Marilyn Cook, 014 755 4142 or 084 805 2199

marilyn@mission2sa.org

Banking Details: FNB Modimolle, Branch no 260247,  
Account no 531 746 01684



The Source
   ST JOHNS CHURCH SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE AT 

9:15 for Praise and Worship, 9:30 Service Begins

Take the Melkrivier Road to the Twenty-Four Rivers sign. 
Turn right and travel 10 km. Turn left and left again into church property.

Purpose Statement
To bring people to Jesus and membership in His family; 

to develop them in Christlike maturity and equip them for their ministry  
in the church and life mission in the world in order to glorify God.

“Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation,  
and sustain me with a  

willing spirit.”

Psalm 51:12


