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Where is He?

I

Marilyn Cook
t’s Christmas time! In all this mad rush of parties and shopping and
celebrations – where is He – where is the One whose birthday we are
celebrating? The wise men sought to find Him – and wise men today
still seek Him.

The articles in this issue of the Source tell of the real flesh and blood person — the
Son of God become man, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John 1:14)
He lived, He breathed, the babe in the manger, the risen Lord!
Where is He? He promised to be with us always – “and lo, I am with you always even
to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20) He lives and abides in us. He’s real – we know
Him!
And, He’s coming again in a real resurrected body and “every knee with bow... and every
tongue confess that He is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:10,11)
Will you welcome Him – this season – the New Year –
and for all your life until He return?

Some mock and say,
“‘Where is the promise of His coming?’”
“But according to His promise
we are looking for new heavens and
new earth in which righteousness dwells.”
II Peter 3:3-13
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Where is He that is born –
King of the Jews?

Martie Botha

T

33

hey hesitated at the entrance for a
moment, drinking in the scene before
them. For years they had studied the
stars, and now saw the coming together
of Jupiter (star of kings), Saturn (star of
Israel), in the sign of the Fish (sign of End
Times), to form one bright light. It could
only mean one thing. A king was born! A
king so significant that the heavenly bodies
announced His birth! They had to come.
There was no argument there. There was
also no argument about the gifts they had
to bring.

33 Years Later

For a moment the starry sky becomes
a blur as his eyes tear up. His chest
feels ready to explode with joy. What a
wonderful glorious day this has been. He
can still see the sea of faces that came to
believe today, still hear the deafening roar
like a fierce storm when the flames came.
Wonderful Holy Spirit! Everyone speaking
a different language…confusion…then
Peter speaks up. Suddenly it all becomes
clear. The prophecies of Joel and King
David fulfilled! Strange seeing Peter of
all people speaking fearlessly, with so
much conviction and clarity. He smiles.
Definitely the Holy Spirit is at work here!

Eagerly they rushed forward, silks
rustling as they fell face down to worship
the precious bundle, God in the flesh.
With as much reverence as if they were
His mind wanders back to that terrible,
in a splendid throne room, they presented
fearful day. His beloved Rabbi hanging
their gifts. Gold, incense, myrrh, their most
on that wretched cross with the mocking
precious possessions. Fit for a King — The
sign above His head. He marvels at the
King of the Jews.
change the Holy Spirit has wrought. No
Outside, in the soft light of the bright
longer does his heart contract with pain
star, they looked at each other, the awe
at the memory. Instead a warm glow of
and wonder of the moment clearly written gratitude fills him as he contemplates the
in their eyes. They turned their camels,
sacrifice Jesus brought to save humanity.
taking the other route…the one God
The sign that was meant to mock actually
showed them in the dream.
declared the truth! Jesus actually was---is
the long awaited King of the Jews.
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Where do you expect to find the
King of Kings? At church, Bible study,
cell group meetings? He is everywhere.
Especially where His followers do what
He would have done. Reaching out to the
rejected, spurned of society. Loving the
unlovely, being a friend to sinners. Giving
hope to the hopeless, showing them the
grace of God. The Wisemen knew where
to find Him and were not fooled by the
lack of grandeur and pomp. Do you know
where to find Him? He is in you. Your
hands are His hands, your feet are His
feet, bringing relief. Your caring, loving

smile is His face giving hope, acceptance.
Your mouth, His mouth spreading the
Good News. As He did for the disciples
and all who came after through the ages,
the Holy Spirit will reveal Jesus as The
King to those who seek Him. Jesus has
things to do and things to say through
you. Open your heart to God’s children
and declare yourself a willing instrument
in His hands. Some might mock you as
a Christian. Remember the sign on the
cross? Show the King of Kings to
the world!

Words of an ancient saint - “He it is by whom all things
were made, and who was made one of all things; who
is the revealer of the Father, the creator of the Mother;
the Son of God by the Father without a mother, the Son
of man by the Mother without a father; the Word who
is God before all time, the Word made flesh at a fitting
time, the maker of the sun, made under the sun; ordering
all ages from the bosom of the Father, hallowing a day
of today from the womb of the Mother; remaining in the
former, coming forth from the latter; author of the heaven
and the earth, sprung under the heaven out of the earth;
unutterably wise, in His wisdom a babe without utterance;
filling the world, lying in a manger.”
							
Augustine
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LPHA NEWS
The following are excerpts from the recent Alpha
Newsletter. Some exciting things are happening, and
one of them is the new concept of Global Alpha
Training, known as GAT.

What is Global Alpha Training?
It is a new initiative to send delegates from one country
to another to train people interested in running Alpha
courses. Thousands of delegates have already been
trained. And, Alpha plans to run thousands more
courses in 2010. About four to eight people from one
country travel to another to do training. Over 200
teams have already been sent out – in Africa over 60.
A team of eight from Holy Trinity Brompton in
London were recently sent to Soweto and led in
training at the Holy Rosary Catholic Church. Here about 80 delegates attended –
pastors, lay people from many different churches. Many are planning courses as a result.
From Soweto the team moved on to Botswana for another two-day event.
South Africa will be sending teams to Mozambique and to Argentina in the next two
months to train leaders in running Alpha courses.
What a wonderful way to train and spread the message of Jesus, fulfilling His command!

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:19,20
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Bouquets From Marilyn and The Soup Kitchen!
A big thanks to Hamish and Terri
Rodgers for their faithful assistance at the
soup kitchen over the past five years. We’ve
had a good team, and the Lord bless you in
your further undertakings for Him!
We lost another good team member with
the death of Walter Eschenberg who
supplied the children with milk for several
years. He is greatly missed by us, as well as
his family and the greater community of
the Waterberg.
We’re thankful for Xan and his Soccer Team have come on board to help
with the soup kitchen. We already appreciate your willingness and your joy in the Lord!
Much appreciation is given to our faithful workers at Soup Kitchen –
about 20 youth and a few of the ladies from the community round out our staff of
willing workers.

Dita Palazzo and Paul and Micky Prince have also been great team
members, assisting wherever and whenever needed. Dita is still involved as she can be
with small baby – Paul and Micky are going to be busy in setting up The Fold SA, a
Home for Children in this coming year.
And – special bouquets to Rachel Poole and Maureen Story and Viva
Shop for their faithful service in preparing 1000s of peanut butter and jam sandwiches
for several years.
Banking Details:
St Johns Soup Kitchen
First National Bank, Modimolle, FNB , Bank Code #260 247
Account Number
620 999 298 15, S.W.I.F.T. Code FIRNZAJJXXX , Sort Code - #260 247
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NEWS AND VIEWS OF ST JOHNS!
We said a sad ‘good bye’ to Roy and Margie
Gordon. What a wonderful contribution you
have made to the community and the church.
We will miss you so much!
About The Source
Behind the scene are Cathie Aub and Nadia Parapanova who do such a great job in
finishing off the Source and printing it every second month. Cathie is the owner/boss of
Morello Resources – they are “The Cherry on the Top”!
A great big thank you for all your beautiful work on the Source.

Congratulations and the Lord’s blessings on Xan and Joy as they are married the 19th of
December. We love you and rejoice in your love for each other and the Lord!

the

Fold

SA

Children's Home

The Fold – Paul and Micky are presently in the States to raise more funding
for The Fold. We look forward to their soon return. We miss you! And, God
bless your efforts for Him.

Welcome to David Kibasomba who will
be here 10 weeks doing an internship for
Bible School. Stu is seen introducing him.
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“Where have you laid Him?”

H

e had been violently killed! Dead and
buried; friends and foes alike agreed on those
facts. Three dark days had passed since the
bloody public execution. But now the tomb
was empty. The tear-blurred eyes of the heartbroken lady wanted to know where His body
had been dumped. So many dear memories
were attached to that cold corpse, and it
deserved to be treated with respect. Where
have you put Him? Dead men don’t just get up
and walk away!
That’s a fact. Dead men don’t walk away.
But the glorious reality is that Jesus was not a
dead man. He was very alive, vibrantly alive,
miraculously and immortally alive. Mary
Magdalene saw Him with her own eyes and
clasped her arms around His ankles as if
preventing His escape. Soon many others
experienced that same joyful reunion
(I Corinthians 15: 3ff).
“Oh, come on”, some will say. “We all
know that things like that simply don’t happen.
You can’t expect a modern man to believe such
a story!”

Stuart Cook

would have produced the evidence. All they
had to do was produce His body. It couldn’t
be done. There were too many witnesses, too
many people who knew the truth. Today, no
insurance company on earth would pay out
on a Life policy under such circumstances as
existed in Jerusalem following the death, burial
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
We don’t ask, “Where have you laid
Him?” Rather, we ask: “Why is it considered
incredible among you people if God does raise
the dead?” (Acts 26:8) This is the real issue: the
resurrection of Jesus is only nonsense if God is
nonsense. We’re not talking about spontaneous
regeneration, but about the greatest attesting
miracle of the Creator of the universe.
Where, in your heart of hearts,
have you put Him?

Please remember to pray for the Soup
Kitchen and for all the Youth in Leseding who are
facing many life issues. Pray that they will remain
faithful to the Lord and will continue to grow and
mature in Him.

Oh, but we do expect it. The men of His
age were no less aware than you that death
Please bring empty water bottles for the
Soup Kitchen. They are much easier and more
has always been the Great Final Enemy, the
hygienic than cups which must be washed – and the
universal fate of all humanity. But even those
kids love them!
who had killed Him, who wanted Him dead
more than anything else in the world, could
Pray for Henno who is in Argentina
not quench the fire that was started when Jesus for an extended visit and who recently had an
Christ rose from the dead never to die again.
appendectomy whilst there!
Had there been any way to prove that
Jesus of Nazareth was in fact still dead, they

Remember to pray for the Zeederberg family
and especially Arthur in his illness.
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A year of Youth Ministry
in the UK
David & Loma Powrie

A

summation of a year of Youth Missions in the UK would be: ‘a life altering
rollercoaster ride of the highest highs and lowest lows, all the while being
blessed by God in ways that words cannot begin to explain.’ It takes braver people than
us to say “no” when God says “Go”. When we heard from God that we should go and
do youth ministry in the UK, trying to duck out of it was not an option. Looking back,
it was something we did quite blindly for within a month of hearing from God, we had
arrived in the UK, having given up jobs, home, gotten visas in 3 days, bought plane
tickets and packed our lives into two 20kg bags and one golf bag.

T

he year in the UK held challenges and hardships we did not imagine, but we
also saw God’s blessing and provision in our lives as we had never before. On
our first night, exhausted, frozen and somewhat shell-shocked, we arrived at a reception
held in our honour where the entire congregation of Queensway Chapel in Melksham
had gathered to meet us - no pressure! Among them were a bunch of teenagers with
multiple piercings, way out hair and clothing and defiant attitudes. The very next day
I was enrolled into SWYM (South West Youth Ministries), a caring and supporting
Christian youth university, that has transformed my outlook and faith in Christ and my
fellow persons - young and old.

D

uring the year we came to learn that underneath the brave exteriors these
way out youth were a group of unique, loving and vulnerable children
trying to find their way in the world. Slowly, slowly with God’s grace and intervention
we developed friendships and relationships with each of them and saw them for the
wonderful individuals they are. As they began to trust and open up to us sometimes we
felt we were in over our heads, and it was in those times that we knew God was with us.
If God opens a door in your life you can believe He has taken care of every detail —
in every tiny thing that we needed, God provided. God was unfailingly faithful in His
provision in ability, finances, friendship and a hundred circumstances when we felt lost
and hopeless. He never let us down and blessed us beyond what we had dared imagined
both spiritually and materially. We received the special gift of seeing people and their
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lives being transformed as they came to know God and had the privilege of ourselves
being transformed by witnessing it.

W

hile I was leading a club for 105 kids aged 9-12 on Mondays and 14
teenagers between the ages of 12-22 on Fridays and sermons to 14 kids on
Sundays, Loma was helping with the older kids — all whilst being the finance officer for
the George Muller Foundation in Bristol. There were many other duties involved, but
the young people and their daily lives became our priority. We still have daily contact
with most of them and thank God for having had the privilege of knowing and being a
part of their lives for a year — and the rest of our lives.

I

cannot promise that answering a call from God on your life will be easy, but I can
assure you that He will be there for you and He will make a way for you. Jesus
said, “go and I will be with you” — that is a true testimony!
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Kid’s Page
The question was asked – “where is Jesus now?”

Isaac (12)
“Jesus is everywhere all over the world!”

Rachel (11)
“Jesus is in my heart and in Heaven!”

Peter (6)
“Jesus is in Heaven.”

Emma (8)
“Jesus is our Savior.”

Daniel (5)
“Jesus is the Son of God.”

Jesse (10)
“Jesus listens to our prayers.”
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Stepping through the door with

I

Sam von Collar

t was a difficult time for me — other
members of the family had decided to be
baptised and were full of excitement. They
were experiencing the Holy Spirit coming
into their lives and bringing them great
peace and joy. While I was delighted for
them, I was concerned that, because of
my wavering faith, this would result in a
gulf between them and me.
There was an altar call at church on
Sunday for those who wanted the Holy
Spirit to come into their lives much more
strongly. All but (I think ) three of us went
forward. I have always resisted altar calls
because I have never felt I could live up to
the commitment being asked for. Looking
at the response from everyone else, this
was clearly different and I prayed for
guidance. The message I received was that
this was not for me.
On the morning of the following
Thursday, I was walking up to my office
from the house when, for no apparent
reason, I stopped and stood. Peg saw me
from the other end of the garden and
wondered what I was doing. Suddenly
a clear message came to me that at
church the following Sunday I must seek

both feet

forgiveness for the many times I had
rejected the Lord. The message could only
have come from the Holy Spirit — my
own thought processes were not anywhere
near such a crazy idea!
Naturally I was filled with
apprehension as to whether I could do that
and decided that after the service I would
ask Shane to pray with me. But when I
arrived at church, I discovered that Shane
was away. I then knew I had to obey and
those who were at church are aware that
I asked the Lord for forgiveness. The love
I received from other members of the
church after the service was amazing.
During my life I have had many ups
and downs in my Christian belief — times
of intense commitment, times when
the divisions in the Church drove me
away and times when I believed that the
existence of a Creator was not possible.
In more recent years, thanks to our family
and St Johns, I have been moving closer to
an understanding of what Christ’s life was
about. I now have both feet through the
door and when those doubts start creeping
into my thoughts, it is very easy to push
them aside.
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I have been fortunate in that I have
always known what I have to do with
my life but have never really thought
about why this should be the case. I now

know. As Charles said in one of his many
wonderful sermons, “First you must have
faith and then you will understand.”
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soup kitchen

Lizzy being baptised into
Jesus

Thabong – baptised into
his Lord.

Children’s Bible Class taught by Adam
First fruits of the soup kitchen! David Kibasomba is seen
baptizing the young people. We continue to feed the word of God
as well as peanut butter and jam sandwiches each week. Thank
you for all who give to support the children. We really
need and appreciate you!
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Where is He – right now?

Stuart Cook

D

on’t point up! Jesus is not far out there,
beyond outer space, in a distant mysterious
place called Heaven. Don’t point back into
time, because He isn’t just a figure lost in
ancient history. Don’t point down, because
Jesus Christ is not among the multitudes
of departed humanity who have “gone
the way of all flesh”. If you want to point
within yourself, that’s wonderful, but the
fact is that He is far too great to be limited
to the life, love and loyalty of any or all of
us. Where, specifically, is He right now?

universe’?), He is there. The Word who
was made flesh, our Saviour and King, our
divine representative and advocate, and
has been given the name which is above
every name (Philippians 2:9). In my own
mind there is no greater picture in the
Scriptures than the glimpses we are given
of the arrival in the throne room of God
of the conquering Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Lamb that was slain, victorious
over sin and death, claiming His right to
ownership of the Heavens and the earth,
crowned with many crowns, praised,
adored and worshipped by the multitudes
of Heaven.

In the Bible we’re told that “Heaven
must receive (Him) until the time of the restoration
of all things” (Acts 3:21). We don’t know
when that will be (Acts 1:7), but we do
know that right now He is seated at
God’s right hand in the heavenly places
(Ephesians 1:20). And that isn’t so far
away. Stephan, the first Christian martyr,
saw “the heavens opened up and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:56).
Jesus has promised to be with us until the
end of the age (Matthew 28:20).

There are two more wonders related
to the question, “Where is He – now?”
The first was declared by the angels on the
Mount of Ascension: “This Jesus…will come
in just the same way as you have watched Him go
into heaven” (Acts 1:11). The second wonder
of wonders is found in the prayer of Jesus:
“Father, I desire that they also, whom you have
given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they
may see My glory which You have given Me, for
You loved Me before the foundation of the world”
(John 17:24).

Although our finite human eyes can’t
see into that other realm, that greater
reality, (shall we call it that ‘parallel
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There He is – He’s coming!

Shane Dowinton

I

t’s thought that the apostle John was
just a teenager during Jesus’ ministry. He
was one of the first to be called and spent
three years following him, learning from
him, growing in stature as a disciple of
the man he believed was the Messiah,
Israel’s chosen one. He must have been
crushed in spirit that day at Golgotha, the
day that Jesus was hung on the cross to be
crucified. Yet something happened to John
in the days that followed this tragedy that
claimed and inspired the rest of his life.

But John wasn’t bitter, in fact his
writings contain the word love more times
than any other books of the bible. John
remained faithful, filled with his master’s
grace and determined to sow those seeds
into the world. Late in life he was exiled
to the island of Patmos off the coast of
Turkey and whilst there he received a
vision of Christ which he wrote down for
the edification of the church, a book we
now know as Revelation. John’s vision
was firstly for the teaching of the seven
churches in Asia minor then concerning
According to early church legend,
the end times when God would finally put
John lived a long life, possibly into his
a stop to the brokenness of man, draw his
nineties. We know from scripture that he
people to him and cast out from Himself
had been part of the Jerusalem church
all those who have rejected His son. It is a
following Christ’s death and resurrection
fearful picture, of fire and brimstone, of
and is believed to have moved to Ephesus
judgment and wrath whilst at the same
where he spent the rest of his life serving
time we have a wonderful picture of a new
the church there. John experienced the
heaven and a new earth, a paradise where
pain of losing his brother James, beheaded
creation is restored in relationship
by Herod in the early years of the church
with God.
and then as one by one the disciples
he had served with were systematically
For us as believers there is the joy of
martyred for their faith in Christ. His
seeing Christ as king returning to claim
life then, was filled with the pain of loss,
His church, His people. I can’t help but
his and the disciples commitment to the
see this passage of Revelation from John’s
“good news” of Jesus Christ had cost in
perspective. His life had been formed by
blood everyone near to him. John had
this man Jesus, he was the disciple Jesus
every right to be a bitter old man.
loved, he had seen his master crucified,
experienced the joy of the living risen
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Christ. His life was testimony to the Spirit
of Jesus Christ residing within him and he
had witnessed the power of God through
his life and the life of the new church.
And now here on Patmos in a cold dark
cave Christ had allowed him to see the
last days for himself. Christ upon a white
horse, faithful and true, everything He had
promised coming to pass. Dressed in a
robe dipped in blood, no one could doubt
that it had cost dearly, yet finally crowned
with many crowns. The judgment coming
from His mouth, the timeless word that
announced and prepared His coming,
that same word that described His life
amongst us, the scale by which we will be
asked to give an account. “King of Kings,
Lord of Lord’s” He stands in heaven.
John gets to see this! I wonder in his many
decades on earth, how many times John
must have wondered if he had got it
mixed up, somehow miss- heard, not quite
grasped maybe. But here now in his final
years God blesses him with a vision of the
conquering King, that same Jesus whose
breast he had leant against that final night
in the upper room. John recognises him,
and all that he has lived for he sees fulfilled
before him. John got to experience Jesus
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as friend, teacher, master, spirit and now
as King, how he must have rejoiced.
John writes - “Blessed are those who wash
their robes, that they may have the right to the tree
of life and may go through the gates of the city.”
Revelation 22:14
Through John’s words in Revelation
we too have a picture of what is to come,
it is our motivation as it was his. It makes
sense of our broken world and should
inspire us to overcome. There is an
urgency in this vision, we are here to usher
the Kingdom, ours is to suggest a world to
come. We can also know Jesus as friend,
teacher, master, spirit with the confidence
that one day we will meet Him as king.
“ ..the Lord Himself will come down from
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of
the archangel and with the trumpet call of God,
and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we
who are still alive and are left will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord
in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.
Therefore, encourage each other with these words.”
– 1 Thessalonians 4:16,17,18.

Encampment
So God stopped time for thirty-three years
And he pitched a tent of flesh
Which he unfolded one night
And enfolded the next

And the wise men came to see Jesus
One brought spices, another perfumes
And a third removed his golden crown
And jammed its thorns into his brow

And that moment in which God tread time
Lasting from the darkness to the darkness
From the sunrise to the sunrise
Was called Jesus Christ

And in that dark Judean night
The newborn baby cried out
Wanting protection from the cold wind
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me

In great pain Mary labored over God
And suddenly in merciful agony
A man burst forth from the courtroom
Into the yard filled with a vicious mob

And as the star stopped over the manger
There was a darkness over the whole land
And just before the baby fell asleep
He softly cried It is finished

And the mother knelt down
To wrap the baby in swaddling clothes
And they ripped them from his body
And kneeling down gambled them away

And in that moment of ghastly glory
When Mary lay exhausted with an empty tomb
He said I am the resurrection and the life
And in the next moment he redeemed the time.

And because there was no room in the inn
She gently laid him
On the wooden beams of a cross
Where they nailed his reaching hands

Lee Magness

And the animals heard the baby
And they drew close hoping to be fed
And they bleated and bawled
Crucify him, crucify him
And the shepherds on the hillside
Came to see this thing
Which they thought would soon be past
And asked Are you the King of the Jews
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ST JOHN THE BAPTIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
Elders:				
Charles Baber
014 755 4000 or 083 276 0518
Joan Baber
014 755 4087 or 083 397 9277
Peter Farrant
014 755 3661 or 082 569 9147
David Baber
014 755 4430 or 083 273 4525
Philip Calcott
014 755 4425 or 078 207 8570
Alan van Coller
014 755 4549 or 073 179 4313
Officers:
Chairman of Council – Shane Dowinton
Secretary – Joy Baber
Treasurer – Simone Baber

014 755 4009 or 083 419 1929
014 755 4087 or 078 251 6022
014 755 4430 or 083 302 5123

Banking Details: FNB Modimolle, Branch no 260247,
Account no 531 746 01684

INTERESTED IN A CHURCH CELL GROUP?
Vaalwater group

Wednesday at Carlos and Sharon’s Contact:
Sharon, 072 223 0725

Boschdraai Group

Wednesday at Shane & Laura’s
Contact: Shane, 014 755 4009

Men’s Bush Breakfast At ‘Exciting Times’, Joan Baber’s
Contact: Shane Dowinton, 014 755 4009
Friday Night Youth

At Timothy House, 6:00 to 8:00
Contact: Shane, 014 755 4009

Ladies’ Bible Study

One Saturday a month
Contact: Juliet, 014 755 4425

Do you have information for The Source?
Contact: Marilyn Cook, 014 755 4142 or 084 805 2199
aletheia@iafrica.com
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ST JOHNS CHURCH SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE AT
9:15 for Praise and Worship, 9:30 Service Begins
Take the Melkrivier Road to the Twenty-Four Rivers sign.
Turn right and travel 10 km. Turn left and left again into church property.

‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
among men with whom He is pleased!’”

Luke 2:13,14

Purpose Statement
To bring people to Jesus and membership in His family;
to develop them in Christlike maturity and equip them for their ministry
in the church and life mission in the world in order to glorify God.

