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You are not alone – we are not alone. We can enjoy blessed relationship 

with our Creator and Savior. Theo and Shane consider our 

relationship with the Lord and how He longs for us. The choice is 

ours. I find great comfort and strength in knowing that the One who 

created all still cares about me and walks with me moment by moment throughout 

each day. And He says, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

In this issue of  The Source, we not only consider how much our God cares, but that 

He has shown us how to walk in our daily lives. Juliet gives a fine study on what the 

Lord wants us to do to be in a good relationship with Him and with those around 

us. Her father, Charles, passes along good advice for togetherness in marriage – 

words of  wisdom from one who has a blessed marriage with his wife, Nina. 

And finally, Aaron gives us an excellent study on what God has to say on pleasing 

Him – knowing His heart!

May you know His loving care and may your desire be to please Him!

“For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
So great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him.

As far as the east is from the west,
So far has He removed our transgressions from us.
Just as a father has compassion on his children,

So the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him.
For He Himself  know our frame;

He is mindful that we are but dust.” 

Psalm 103:11-14
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Marilyn Cook 
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Shane Dowinton

We are not alone 

“God said, let us [Father, Son and Holy Spirit] make 
mankind in our image, after our likeness…” Genesis 
1:26 (Amplified)

The opening chapter of  Genesis talks about 
relationship. The word for God is singular 
but the verb is plural meaning three or more. 
The triune God is introduced to us from the 
beginning, a God whose very nature is in 
relationship with Himself. When Genesis tells 
us that we were made in God’s image, it means 
that we carry within ourselves the likeness of  
God. This knowledge is the source of  much 
theology to the Christian but here I would like 
to show that it is the source of  our longing for 
relationship both with God and with  
each other.

“Now the Lord God said, it is not good (sufficient, 
satisfactory) that the man should be alone…” 
Genesis 2:18 (Amplified)

We are not designed to be alone, we are 
wired for relationship albeit that our wiring has 
become damaged and short-circuited by Sin!

In balance we are designed to live in a 
fellowship that begins with God the Father. 
In this relationship we begin to comprehend 
the nature of  an awesome, sovereign God, the 
author of  creation. In this posture of  respect 
and awe we also understand that He cannot be 
fully understood! “My thoughts are not your thoughts 
neither are your ways my ways.” Isaiah 55:8

And this is a good thing. It’s only in our 
arrogance that we should think God could 
be pigeon holed, that somehow we could 
understand Him fully. Our correct stance 
before Him is one of  worship.

Yet we know through scripture that this 
incredible God seeks to be in our lives; He 
once walked in the garden with us; He walked 
before the Israelites from slavery in Egypt; and 
He walked the earth literally in the form of  
His Son Jesus.

In our flawed dysfunctional nature we make 
a poor partnership and we have all strayed 
from the footsteps our Father would have us 
take. A cold and unloving Father could have 
justifiably disinherited us, but instead, Christ, 
through His redemptive work at the cross, His 
victory over sin and death, has bought us at 
great price and we are able to fellowship once 
more with the Father through the Son. Jesus 
had perfect fellowship with the Father, “I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me”, and His sacrifice 
has paid for our reconciliation with the Father.

And this fellowship is not a distant, 
impersonal one but an intimate, personal walk 
because of  the work of  the Holy Spirit who 
resides within each believer. The Christian lives 
in the daily presence, the company, the help 
and the guidance of  the Spirit. 

“When the Father sends the advocate as my 
representative – that is the Holy Spirit – He will teach 
you everything and will remind you of  everything that I 
have told you.” John 14:26

The Christian life is a life lived in Christ, 
a walk with the Lord. Our hearts are in a 
constant state of  longing for this relationship 
and all other relationships are a pale reflection 
of  this and at best can only point to the One 
that can fulfill us perfectly. When we live our 
lives in pursuit of  God we are drawn ever closer 
to the Father by the nature of  Christ residing 
within us in the form of  the Holy Spirit. In this 
relationship we are never alone, our lives are 
caught up in Him, our natures transformed  
by Him.

Our meaning, our purpose, our 
fulfillment as individuals, are met in 

this most perfect of  relationships. 
We are not alone.
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Theo Schmidt

You are not alone

My first assignment as a theological student 
was to answer the question, “How can I 
believe in a God of  love, when there is so 
much suffering in the world?”

My answer was YES, I can believe in a God 
of  love, because Jesus came to dwell among 
us, in our suffering, and has never left us.

Three Thoughts

ONE – Most of  our suffering is caused by 
our own sin. We have the God-given ability 
to choose between wrong and right. Sadly, so 
often, we choose wrong. The Bible tells us that 
as a result, suffering is inevitable – Jeremiah 
7:16, “‘But am I the One they are provoking?‘ 
declares the Lord. ‘Are they not rather 
harming themselves, to their own shame?’”

The world has not changed. Wrong choices 
continue and suffering continues: 

Family abuse – Greed – Corruption - Abuse 
of  women and children - Power hungry war 
lords bringing genocide - Radical Moslems 
blowing up innocent people - Sexual 
promiscuity linked to aids. Most of  the 
world suffering is caused by sin!

Praise God, Jesus is with us to forgive  
our sin.

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that 

He gave us His son that all who believe in 
Him, should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.”

Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:17 “If  
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, old things 
have passed away, behold I make all things new.” 
Jesus is making better people – Jesus is making 
a better world. 

This lovely hymn, “We may not know, we 
cannot tell what pains He had to bear. But 
we believe it was for us He hung and suffered 
there.”

TWO – Nature goes wrong and causes 
much suffering. We know that global warming 
is basically man’s fault, yet there are: 

Earthquakes, Droughts, Floods, Starvation, 
Mud slides, Famine, Hunger, Disease, 
Tsunamis, Hurricanes.

Many people suffer because of  natural 
disasters. Jesus is with us in the midst of  our 
natural disasters. In Matthew 8: 23 our Lord 
Jesus stilled a storm and saved His disciples. 
He was in the storm with them. Their 
response was, “What kind of  man is this? Even the 
winds and waves obey Him.” vs 27

My son has a lovely Christian friend who is 
a farmer. He went through natural disasters – 
sick cattle, weather, even a tornado.  
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This friend trusted in Jesus and in His 
abiding presence. “He stilled our storm,” 
remarked this man of  God.

If  Jesus is the Lord of  Nature, why does 
He not prevent nature going wrong?

I was asked this question at a Bible Study. 
Perhaps the answer is that God wants us to 
get our house in order.

2 Chronicles 7:13, 14 “When I shut up 
the heavens so that there is no rain, or command 
locusts to devour the land or send a plague among 
my people, if  my people, who are called by my name, 
will humble themselves and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal 
their land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears 
attentive to the prayers offered in this place.”

THREE – In our suffering Jesus brings us  
His peace.

A Christmas text, Luke 2:14, “Glory to 
God in the highest heaven and on earth peace among 
those who He favours.”

The words of  Jesus, John 14:27. “Peace 
I leave with you, My peace I give you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid.”

The action of  Jesus - He rode into 
Jerusalem on the back of  a donkey and was 
welcomed by the people as a king. In those 
days if  a king came to conquer a city, he 
came riding a horse. If  one came riding a 
donkey, he came to bring peace. Jesus came 
to bring peace to men’s hearts.

The Jewish word Jesus used for peace is 
the word “Shalom”. This word does not 
mean an absence of  problems, but that God 
is with us in our problems.

So our Lord Jesus can say – “Don’t be 
troubled, don’t be afraid. I am with you always.”

I believe in a God of  love, despite all the 
suffering, because:

Jesus forgives us and makes us better people.

He stills our storms.

Jesus brings us Peace.

Insights Seminar
Kudu Lodge – 3-8 April 2011

Seminar to be led by Jason Nichols 
of  the US. This is study material 
put together and tried and tested 
for many years by Dr Stuart 
Cook. It deals with world view, 
conceptual thinking, time concepts, 
individuality, inter-personal 
relationships and motivation.

Excellent for those in teaching and 
leadership positions as well as those 
desiring to go forward in their lives.

Sponsored by Safari Insight 
Mission 

Al and Velma Corson, missionaries 
to Mozambique.
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How lovely it is to start a new year. We 
have the chance to pause and reflect, to start 
afresh. For school children, there are new 
sharp pencils and unused pens and crayons. 
Best of  all, there are new books with clean, 
blank pages. No nasty comments in red.  
No mistakes! 

When Philip and I first came to South 
Africa, we needed a few alterations made to 
the house we were going to live in. A person 
from the farm was assigned to us as someone 
with building experience and as the tasks 
were not complicated we thought he should 
cope. But a problem developed.

The wall he was building needed to 
leave space for a wall oven. The problem 
developed at about waist height when his 
wall began to veer off  to the right. This 
would not do, so we broke it down and 
he started again. After a few more failed 
attempts to build a straight wall, a plumb 
line was hung from the ceiling. Philip 
explained to our builder that the bricks were 
not to go past this line.

When we next inspected the work, we 
found the plumb line lying on the counter – 
and the bricks at their sixth dive off  to the 
right. What had happened? Ah, explained 
our builder cheerfully. That line was getting 
in the way of  the bricks, so I had to take it 
down!

We might laugh at this, but do we 
sometimes do the same thing with the Lord’s 
plumb line in our lives.

“Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind. This is the greatest commandment. And 
the second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself. 
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.’” Matthew 22:37-39

That is our 
plumb line!

The wonder of  
Christianity is the 
opportunity to 
begin afresh!

The Bible teaches us 
that we can confess our 
sins, and be forgiven. 
The old can be washed 
away and the new  
can come. 

This is an amazingly powerful and 
regenerative process. I read once that 
Catholics who regularly attend confession 
have better mental health than the general 
population who do not. When we read 1 
John 1:8, 9, we understand how this can be.

1 John 1:8, 9 “If  we say that we have no sin, 
we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not is us. 
If  we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.’’

The Navigators teach all their converts 
to pray daily along the lines of  ACTS. 
Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, 
Supplication. This is a tremendously 
powerful pattern. 

In Adoration, our focus is first on the 
Lord’s amazing character and attributes. 

In Confession, 1 John 1:8, 9 comes  
into play. 

In Thanksgiving, we focus on all that He 
has done for us. 

Then Supplication – for He is faithful and 
just to answer our prayers. 

Is this forgiveness business a cop-out?  

Juliet Calcott

Starting Anew!
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In many cultures and religions there is not 
forgiveness for sins. How can there be if  
there is no-one to pay the price?

This is the wonder of  Christianity 
Forgiveness does not come cheap.  
Jesus paid a great price.

Where there is no forgiveness, there 
is often denial of  wrong doing; the 
consequences of  owning up would be just 
too much to bear. But we can confess, and 
be forgiven, because a tremendous price has 
been paid.

Imagine a traffic officer catching me 
speeding. The fine is more money than I 
have. I accept that I am guilty and then 
the cop lovingly pays my fine for me. Wow! 
That’s what Jesus does.

The last part of  1 John 1:9 is even 
more amazing: He cleanses me from all 
unrighteousness. The process of  confession 
and forgiveness releases the Holy Spirit to 
work a cleansing in me, changing me from 
the inside out. This is powerful stuff !

Forgiveness is not cheap – but I may 
receive forgiveness freely.

There is only one catch: I need humility 
to be able to enter into this process. Any 
pride will block the way.

Pride says – ‘I can’t receive.’  
Humility says – ‘I can.’

Pride says – ‘I’m not that bad.’  
Humility says – ‘I am.’

Pride says – ‘I can fix this myself.’  
Humility says – ‘I can’t.’

Pride says – ‘No thank you’ to God. 
Humility says – ‘Thank you,  Jesus!’

Jesus told the parable of  the two men 
praying in the temple. The one was so 
pleased that he was not as other men. The 
other beat his breast and prayed “God be 
merciful to me, for I’m a sinner.’’ It is the second 
of  these two that the Lord is able to help.

Our First Need: ‘Get right with 
God.’

Plumb line: Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.

In the Ten Commandments, the first 
four have to do with our relationship with 
God. Do we have any gods before Him? 
(i.e Have we allowed other stuff  to become 
more important to us?) Have we allowed 
anything to become an idol in our lives? Do 
we misuse His name? Do we keep Sunday 
special? Deuteronomy 6:5-21. 

It is helpful to take stock as to where we 
stand. Ask forgiveness where we have missed 
the mark, and be cleansed to start afresh  
in 2011.

Our Next Need: “Get right with 
others.’’

Plumb line: Love your neighbour as yourself.

The last six of  the Ten Commandments 
deal with our relationships with others.

Tony Campolo writes of  attending a 
church where there were two sour faced 
women. He discovered later that they were 
sisters and had attended the same church 
for many years. They did not speak to each 
other, but they did live in the same house! 
They had obviously had an ‘unforgiveness’ 
problem somewhere along the way.

The Bible has a lot to say about this. We 
all know the Lord’s prayer. Right there in 
the middle are the following words:

“Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who have 
sinned against us.’’ Matthew 6:13

And then, as though we might not have 
noticed this need to forgive, there are two 
whole verses about forgiveness immediately 
following:

“For if  you forgive men when they sin against 
you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But 
if  you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will 
not forgive your sins.’’ vs 14, 15
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In Matthew 18, Jesus tells the story of  
the unmerciful servant. He owed his master 
a huge sum of  money, but the master was 
merciful and forgave him all that debt. 
The man then went out and found a fellow 
servant who owed him a much smaller 
amount. He had the man thrown into prison 
until he could pay the debt. When the 
master heard of  this he was very angry:  
vs 32 “You wicked servant. I cancelled all that debt 
of  yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you 
have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had 
on you? In anger the master turned him over to the 
jailers to be tortured until he should pay back all he 
owed.’’

Verse 35 is a warning for us all: “This is 
how my heavenly Father will treat each of  you unless 
you forgive your brother from your heart.’’ 

Ouch!

So this forgiveness thing is really, really, 
really important.

Sometimes, we do not receive the answer 
to our prayers because we are holding 
unforgiveness in our hearts.

Mark 11:25 “...And when you stand praying, 
if  you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so 
that your Father in heaven may forgive you  
your sins.’’

But, what do I do if  I am in the right and 
the other person is in the wrong. I surely 
have every right to be very angry, and to pay 
that person back for what they have done - 
or just to grump – cut the person out of  my 
life- or simply grrr on the inside!

Tough. I still need to forgive.

Corrie ten Boom was preaching in a 
European city when a person she recognised 
as one of  the guards from the concentration 
camp she had been in during the II World 
War came forward after the message, asking 
her for forgiveness. Corrie’s sister had died 
in that camp and this guard had been 
particularly cruel. How could she forgive? 
She sent up an urgent prayer for help, and 

thinking of  Jesus on the cross, made the 
choice to forgive and put out her hand. 
Then the Lord released the ability within 
her. The Lord enabled her to do what was 
not possible in her human strength, and she 
was suddenly filled with His grace and love 
for the person.

The next challenge we have with our 
neighbour is to stop judging.

Matthew 7:7 “Do not judge, or you too will 
be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you 
will be judged, and with the measure you used, it will 
be measured to you.’’

Serious stuff.

But surely there must be judgement, we 
ask. We can’t just let people get away with 
stuff ?

James 4:11 answers this question: “There 
is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able 
to save and destroy. But you – who are you to judge 
your neighbour.’’

So what do we do when people are 
downright mean to us?

Jesus said: “Love your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for 
those who ill-treat you.”

No wonder Paul had a Damascus Road 
experience. All those Christians praying for 
their enemy Paul! Blessing him! No wonder, 
he later echoed Jesus teaching in his letter to 
the Romans:

Romans 12:14 “Bless those who persecute 
you; bless and do not curse.’’

Vs 17 “Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be 
careful to do what is right in the eyes of  everybody. 
If  it is possible as far as it depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, 
but leave room for God’s wrath. For it is written: ‘It 
is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord.’’

On the contrary – ‘If  your enemy is hungry, feed 
him, if  he is thirsty, give him something to drink.  
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on  
his head.’’
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This is the secret: “Do not be overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good.’’

There are battles to be fought, but we 
need to fight them God’s way.

It is helpful to remember that our only 
true enemy is the devil. He wants us 
to be hurt and bitter and divided from 
one another. He wants to intimidate us, 
neutralise us, discourage us. He wants us cut 
off  from the flow of  New Testament LOVE.

How do we fight? By reacting in the 
opposite spirit – the spirit of  love. We forgive 
each other - the big things and the little 
things. We pray for each other and pray for 
those who hate us and say horrible things 
about us. We don’t pray “Oh, God, go get 
‘em!’’ We pray, “Oh, Lord, bless ‘em!’’

That’s when we have victory. When the 
church rises up in love, nothing can stop 
us. God’s power flows and fights battles in 
the heavenly realms, and those who so need 
to know the saviour will receive wonderful 
revelations of  His love.

Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, 
‘Love your neighbour and hate your enemy. But I 
tell you: love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, that you may be sons of  your Father in 
heaven.’” Matthew 5: 43

For 2011: The main thing is to keep 
the main thing the main thing. 
Love God and Love each other.

When we slip, remember 1 John 1:8, 9 - 
confess, receive forgiveness and forgive, and 
move on.

“Beloved if  our heart does not condemn us, 
we have confidence before God; and whatever we 
ask we receive from Him, because we keep His 
commandments and do the things that are pleasing 
in His sight. And this is His commandment, that we 
believe in the name of  His Son Jesus Christ , and 
love one another, just as He commanded us.’’ 
1 John 3:21–24 

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from 
God; and everyone who loves is born of  God and 
knows God, The one who does not love does not 
know God, for God is love.’’ 1 John 4:7
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Aaron and Jerusha proudly 
introduce Emelia Joy Kobriger.  
We rejoice with you and are  
proud of  you!

A big green bin called 
Hungry Harry is by The 
Bush Stop for donations for 
The Kid’s Club or those in 
need. Basic food items, good 
clothing and plastic bottles 
are most welcome. The 
Children love their plastic 
bottles, so please save them 
for us.



Preached 28 March, 2010

Charles advice on relationships

The past Sundays we have been talking 
about relationships in our community and 
the most critical of  all could be said to be 
relationships in marriage. Stuart kindly said 
that as Nina and I are into our 45th year of  
marriage we must have some idea as to what 
has contributed to our joyful harmonious 
relationship we have enjoyed for nearly  
five decades.

Some years ago one of  my sons was 
puzzled at being asked by a school mate as 
to what was wrong with his parents. They 
had not been divorced as had the majority of  
his friends’ parents. It made my son ask me, 
what was our secret? It set me thinking. I have 
shared before, but I am happy to do so again 
because I feel passionate about marriage. Our 
happy marriage is based on a number  
of  words all starting with the letter ‘C’.

CHRIST: The most critical relationship in 
marriage is being one with Jesus Christ as our 
Lord and Saviour. A triangle is the strongest 
of  structures. Imagine a triangle with Jesus 
Christ at the apex and husband and wife 
on the 2 bases. This equals total stability. 
When Nina and I married in 1961 we had 
each independently accepted Jesus as Lord 
and Saviour into our lives. His presence in 
our marriage has helped us through every 
crisis and contributed to our love relationship 
being one of  harmony and happiness. My 
favorite hymn, “What a Friend We Have in 
Jesus”, says, ‘what a joy and what a privilege!’ 
Yesterday, I was talking with a friend who has 
been widowed for three years, and she said 
to me that without the love and friendship of  
Jesus she couldn’t have survived.

CHALLENGE: People talk of  Christianity 
being a crutch – far from it. It’s a challenge 
to follow Jesus Christ. We are told by Him 
in Matthew 22:17, “Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, mind and soul and strength 

and love your neighbor (wife) as much as you love 
yourself.” In keeping these two commandments 
we will find we are obeying all the others. 
In Ephesians 6:10-18 Paul puts two 
challenges into perspective, “First of  all I want 
to remind you that your strength must come from the 
Lord’s mighty power within you. Put on all of  God’s 
armour so that you will be able to stand safe against 
all the strategies and tricks of  Satan. We are not 
fighting against people made of  flesh and blood, but 
against persons without bodies. The evil rulers of  the 
unseen world, those mighty Satanic beings and evil 
princes of  darkness who rule our world and against 
huge numbers of  wicked spirits in the spirit world. So 
use every piece of  God’s armour to resist the enemy, 
whenever he attacks and when it is all over you will 
still be standing up. But to do so you will need the 
strong belt of  truth and the breastplate of  God’s 
approval. Wear shoes that are able to speed you as 
you preach the good news of  peace with God. In every 
battle you will need faith as your shield to stop the 
piercing arrows aimed at you by Satan. You will need 
the helmet of  salvation and the sword of  the Spirit 
which is the Word of  God. Pray all the time with 
God for anything in line with the Holy Spirit’s wishes. 
Plead with Him reminding Him of  all your needs and 
praying earnestly for all Christians everywhere.”

COMMUNICATION: We must, as we have 
just read, be in communication with the Lord 
at all times in prayer and by reading His word 
the Bible. Every morning Nina and I have 
our quiet time reading and praying - being 
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aided by a commentary. The one we use is 
Our Daily Bread.

Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians, 
chapter 13, gives us an in depth description 
of  love, especially verses 4-7. 

A special friend of  mine who didn’t have 
the easiest of  marriages had a copy of  I 
Corinthians 13 posted on the back of  her 
office door. Whenever things were difficult she 
would retire to her office, close the door and 
read those verses especially 4-7 – a challenge 
to everyone of  us in our relationships in our 
daily lives. 

Communication is always critical in one’s 
marriage. We need to talk to each other 
especially at the end of  each day and not to 
forget that listening is also important. The 
good Lord equipped us with two listening 
apertures and one for speaking. Don’t ever 
forget and use the raising of  one’s voice – 
shouting is strictly a NO, NO!

COMMITMENT: Very clear are our 
wedding vows –forever, ‘ until death do 
us part.’ Love is defined so clearly in I 
Corinthians 13:4-7. “Love is patient and 
kind never jealous or envious, never boastful 
or proud never haughty or selfish or rude. 
Love does not demand its own way, it is not 
irritable or touchy. It does not hold grudges 
and will hardly ever notice when others do 
it wrong. It is never glad about injustice, but 
rejoices whenever truth wins out. If  you love 
someone you will always be loyal to him 
no matter what he does. You will always 
believe each other always expect the best of  
each other and always stand your ground in 
defending each other.”

CARE: Taking care of  each other, always and 
especially when things aren’t going well, when 
tired or distressed.

COMPANIONSHIP: My grandfather always 
said it was such an important ingredient of  a 
happy marriage – sharing events we have in 
common. Nina is very passionate about roses. 
It gives her great delight if  I take time to 
examine her roses with her.

CONSENSUS: It is the Lord who gives 
definite instruction that if  we have a 
difference, we must settle it before going to 
sleep.

CHERISH: Like antique silver. Keep it 
shining! It is far easier to keep it so – once it is 
tarnished it is difficult to get it clean again.

(K)CINDNESS: Women in particular enjoy 
being treated kindly at all times.

COURTESY: Always be courteous and 
especially when company is present.

CONSIDERATION: At all times – especially 
when stressed and weary after a long and 
difficult day.

CUDDLE and kiss not only as a prelude  
to sex.

CONFIRMATION: Daily say, “I Love You”.

CHUCKLE: Humour is the lubricant of  life. 

COMPROMISE: Accept each other as you 
are accepted by the Lord.

COMPLIMENT: Very important for a wife 
to praise and raise the self  esteem of  her 
husband.

CLUE: As one gets to know and appreciate 
the other be aware of  the clues and be 
tolerant and patient.

What a joy to be in such a relationship!
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The New Structure – home of  Adonai Life Christian Fellowship and Lethabo Kid’s Club
Thanks to David Baber and team for building our new roof !

kid’s club
Demise of  the Old Tent –  
so much fun under that old roof !

Christmas Party fun – Phillip, the clown!
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Aaron Kobriger

God’s heart in grey matters

As Christians, we need to be sure that in all 
that we do, we are glorifying our Lord, and 
this includes what we do regarding the “Grey 
Areas” in the Bible. Often you may come to 
a fork in the road and wonder, “What am 
I supposed to do here?” You have choices, 
and you need to know exactly what the holy 
choice is. You need to ask yourself, “Are there 
any principles that govern me in regard to 
this particular issue?” The Bible is not a book 
that explicitly gives us every single thing that 
God wants us to do. Instead God has given us 
explicit truths and commandments, but then 
in addition to the prescriptions, there are also 
principles. Not just prescriptions, “Do this, 
don’t do this,” but also principles where God 
may be asking, “Do you have my heart in this? 
Go ahead and make application yourself, just 
make sure you get my heart in this.” Here 
are some common grey matters that might 
hinder holiness and choices need to be made: 
Drinking. Smoking. Movies. Internet. Going 
to Bars. Secular Music. Ungodly Friendships. 
Spending. Mood Altering Drugs.

“I will do all things as unto the Lord, 
and I will live in light of  the judgment 
seat of  Christ.”

 Paul says in Romans 14:10: “Why do you 
pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of  God;” And yet, we Christians are 
some of  the most judgmental people aren’t we? 
“I think so and so…” and “Did you see her?..” 
and “Why doesn’t he?...” This is not about 
other people, and that’s why he says, “Why do 
you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of  God;” Vs 11-12: “...for it is written, 
‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me and 
every tongue shall confess to God.’ So then each of  us 
will give an account of  himself  to God.” Humble 
yourself  before Almighty God. Every time 

we make a decision in our life, we need to 
think, “Will I be proud of  this at the judgment seat 
of  Christ?”  

“I will consider my weaker brother 
in all I do.”

The weaker brother is the one who doesn’t 
have his conscience informed by God’s Word. 
Paul made it very clear in Romans 14 that 
the weaker brother was the Jewish brother 
who thought that God forbid things that He 
didn’t forbid. In 1 Corinthians 8 Paul questions 
an issue regarding food offered to idols and 
whether it is forbidden to eat. Food offered 
to idols? What’s an idol? It’s a nothing… it’s 
a piece of  wood or clay, it’s nothing. And so 
meat offered to a nothing is not affected. The 
stronger brother is the one who knows what 
the Word of  God says, and if  you know what 
the Word of  God teaches, you need to make 
sure that in your freedom, or your liberty, you 
don’t make decisions that offend a believer 
who doesn’t yet know what God’s Word 
teaches. Romans 14: 13: “Therefore let us not 
pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather 
decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in 
the way of  a brother.” You may not intentionally 
cause one to stumble, but you might because 
you weren’t thinking about others. As you 
make your holiness decisions, don’t just think 
about your own accountability to God, think 
about how the decisions that you’re making 
are going to affect others. Many times have 
we seen a person, maybe even ourselves, say, 
“I’m gonna do whatever I think is right before 
God” and disregard how their decision may 
affect others. Vs 14-16 state: “I know and am 
persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in 
itself, but it is unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean. 
For if  your brother is grieved by what you eat, you are no 
longer walking in love. By what you eat, do not destroy 
the one for whom Christ died. So do not let what you 
regard as good be spoken of  as evil.” In other words, 
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I might do some things that are righteous, but 
they become unrighteous because I do them 
insensitively, and they affect and injure others. 
Vs 17-20: “For the kingdom of  God is not a matter 
of  eating and drinking but of  righteousness and peace 
and joy in the Holy Spirit. Whoever thus serves Christ 
is acceptable to God and approved by men. So then let us 
pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. 
Do not, for the sake of  food, destroy the work of  God.” 
You could also consider, “for the sake of  food, 
or any other minor issue.” Don’t tear down a 
brother or sister in Christ over some little silly 
thing that you think you have freedom about. 
The willingness to lay down your freedom, 
your liberty, for the sake of  positively affecting 
the lives of  others is a decision of  maturity.  
Vs 20-21: “Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong 
for anyone to make another stumble by what he eats. 
It is good not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything 
that causes your brother to stumble.” Isn’t that a 
pain? We have to limit our freedom because 
someone else can’t handle it? Yes. Make sure 
that your liberty doesn’t become license, and 
make sure that your freedom doesn’t cause 
another person to stumble because you’ll 
answer to God for that. 

“I will do nothing unless I’m sure 
that it’s right to do.”

Romans 14:22: “The faith that you have, 
keep between yourself  and God. Blessed is the one who 
has no reason to pass judgment on himself  for what he 
approves.” That’s a message to the mature… to 
the stronger one. Do you want to be happy? 
Happy is the one who does not condemn 
himself  in what he approves. How would I 
condemn myself  in what I approve? I would 
condemn myself  by not considering the 
weaker brother. I would condemn myself  
by getting judged for doing RIGHT things 
because I wasn’t fully convinced in my own 
mind that they were right. I was hesitant. 
It turned out that I did something that was 
right, but I wasn’t SURE that it was right, 
and I wasn’t convinced in my own mind. 
Look at the text, “The faith that you have, keep 
between yourself  and God,” the conviction that 
you have keep between yourself  and God, 

“Blessed is the one who has no reason to pass judgment 
on himself  for what he approves.” Vs 23, now it’s to 
the weaker brother: “But whoever has doubts 
is condemned if  he eats, because the eating is 
not from faith. For whatever does not proceed 
from faith is sin.” What? Yeah, he who does 
stuff, if  he’s not sure that it’s right, if  he doubts, 
“Well, I’m not sure that God would be pleased 
with this, but I’ll just go ahead and do it… he’s 
condemned. His eating is not from faith, not 
from confidence, and not from certainty. Faith 
here, is not the vertical use of  faith in God, but 
just the concept of  confidence that it’s right. 
Whatever is not from faith is sin. Make a note 
of  this, “If  I can’t do it, confident that it’s right 
to do, it’s wrong for me to do it, even if  it isn’t 
wrong.” God doesn’t want us on the fence. 
God doesn’t want us in between. He wants His 
followers persuaded and convicted. We need to 
say, “I’ve chosen. I’ve decided.” 

“I will do all things to the glory  
of  my God.”

1 Corinthians 10:22-30: “Shall we provoke 
our Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than He? All 
things are lawful, but not all things are helpful. All 
things are lawful, but not all things build up. Let no 
one seek his own good, but the good of  his neighbour. 
Eat whatever is sold in the meat market without raising 
any question on the ground of  conscience. For ‘the earth 
is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof.’ If  one of  the 
unbelievers invites you to dinner and you are disposed 
to go, eat whatever is set before you without raising any 
question on the ground of  conscience. But if  someone 
says to you, ‘This has been offered in sacrifice,’ then 
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do not eat it, for the sake of  the one who informed 
you, and for the sake of  conscience - I do not mean 
your conscience, but his. For why should my liberty be 
determined by someone else’s conscience? If  I partake 
with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of  that 
for which I give thanks?” Glory is to God as heat 
is to fire, as wet is to water, as light is to bulb, 
glory is to God. It’s what emanates from God’s 
presence. We don’t see God, we see God’s 
glory. The Bible says the heavens declare the 
glory of  God. Have you ever stood in a field 
on a moonlit night looking up and feeling so 
small, or marveled at Victoria Falls in sheer, 
utter, awe thinking, “There HAS to be a God!” 
That’s creation shouting the glory of  God. Or 
even looked at mankind? WE are to glorify 
God. Our lives are to display the reality of  
God. So, when he says in Vs 31: “So, whether 
you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all for the glory 
of  God,” he’s saying do it to display God. Do 
it to show off  the reality of  God in your life. 
Furthermore, Romans 14: 1-3, states: “As for 
the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to 
quarrel over opinions. One person believes he may eat 
anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 
Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, 
and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the 
one who eats, for God has welcomed him.” Paul was 
writing to the church in Rome about eating 
meat offered to idols, and that’s what was in 
the back of  his mind. There was a big conflict 
in the church then because there were two 
kinds of  Christians in the church in Rome: 

there were Jewish converts, and there were 
Gentile converts. The Jewish converts had in 
their background all of  the Old Testament law, 
and all of  the ceremonial law that said, “You’re 
allowed to eat this, and you’re not allowed to 
eat that,” and they were really hung up on 
what a person eats. The Gentiles’ belief  was, 
“Get away from me with all of  those rules. Jesus didn’t 
say that, and Paul didn’t say that, so what is all this?” 
There was a lot of  conflict, and specifically 
the conflict was over meat offered to idols, and 
here’s why: A pagan person would go in and 
make a sacrifice to a pagan god, and slaughter 
an animal on an altar. Now when the offering 
was done, the meat was taken off  the altar, and 
it was sold in the marketplace and then the 
Gentiles could go get good deals on this meat. 
Now, a Jewish person would show up and 
recognise it and ask, “WHERE DID YOU 
GET THAT MEAT? Don’t you know where 
that came from?!? That’s meat that was offered 
to an idol!” This caused a massive debate that 
began to divide the church. Vs 4-5: “Who are 
you to pass judgment on the servant of  another? It is 
before his own master that he stands or falls. And he 
will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 
One person regards one day above another (here’s 
the Sabbath debate: Is it Friday, Saturday, or 
Sunday?) while another esteems all days alike (which 
as a side note is the New Testament position.) 
Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind.” 
“DO YOU HAVE A POSITION?” If  you are 
asked, “Why are you doing that?” and respond 
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with, “I don’t know, I’ve never thought about 
it before,” you ought not to be doing it if  you, 
as a follower of  Christ haven’t thought about 
it! Vs 6-8: “The one who observes the day, observes it 
in honor of  the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor 
of  the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one 
who abstains, abstains in honor of  the Lord and gives 
thanks to God. For none of  us lives to himself, and none 
of  us dies to himself. For if  we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if  we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we 
live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.” 

“I will abstain from things which 
could enslave me.”

 In 1 Corinthians 6:12, Paul says, “All 
things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful. 
All things are lawful for me, but I will not be enslaved 
by anything.” Some things need to be avoided simply 
because they’re dangerously addictive. Not a substance, 
not a person, I will not be controlled by anyone or 
anything other than God. The Bible does not mandate 
total abstinence from LEGALLY addictive substances 
or behaviors. But it does model it, and it does teach that 
there’s wisdom in abstinence. 

“I will seek always to do what I 
believe Jesus would do.”

Romans 12:1-2 says, “I appeal to you 
therefore, brothers, by the mercies of  God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed 
to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of  
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 
will of  God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 
Then 1 Peter 2:21 says, “For to this you have 
been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, so that you might follow in His steps.” 
We’re all followers of  Christ. Now, notice 
that I’m not telling you what you need to 
decide. And we need to be careful to not judge 
everyone saying, “You’re not so spiritual, and 
the Holy Spirit isn’t in you because you don’t 
have my convictions.” The Bible says, “Each one 
should be fully convinced in his own mind.”

We need to have positions about all of  
these grey areas based on the Word of  
God, and we need to always keep God’s 
heart at the center.

We now have 10 children who have become 
part of  our family. The Lord has blessed 
in many ways including a wonderful 
playground. Now we’re looking at the next 
phase of  The Fold – another cottage for 
children and their house parents. 

If you would like to help in 
any way, here are our details:

Nedbank Lephalale

Current account # 1445126591 
Branch # 144547

 Fold
the

Children's Home
SA
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Bushveld Mission

It is already March and it feels like the year 
has just started. To kick off  with 43 children for 
the year was not easy, but with God’s grace we’ve 
made it up to now. 

All the new children are settled in and 
understand the rules and how things work. We 
can already see a big change in most of  the new 
children. God is doing great things through His 
Holy Spirit to change all of  us.

In the mornings 21 little children are going 
to EA Davidson Primary School, 15 big ones to 
Meetsetshehla and 6 small children stay at home 
where they play and learn to get ready for school.

Our baby is now a big girl and is running 
around; she is really a great blessing from the 
Lord. Everyone at the Mission Station can’t help 
but fall in love with her. We are still struggling with 
some of  the children’s birth certificates; please 
pray that God will speed up the whole process.

As always, we are busy building. Before the 
school started in January this year we prepared a 
room for the little boys with a bathroom, and at 
this stage it is half  tiled. But already the room is 
too small for all the boys. We have already laid the 
foundation for another room for the little boys, 
and we are looking for sponsors to finish it.

Since we started with the Mission station 
we have come to know another part of  God’s 
character and His ways. We have seen God 
working in the children’s lives, but also experience 
how God has changed us and our characters to 
become more like Him. We know that nothing is 
possible without Him.

He gets all the honour and glory for everything 
that is happening in our lives and in the lives of  
the children. Through His provision we can go on 
with the work He has called us to do.

We invite all of  you to come and visit us. You 
are all more than welcome!



Kid’s Corner

The Wonderous World

The Lord has helped me in my 
every-day life, so why don’t we 

thank him!

And why don’t we do what  
David did in Psalm 103,  
(my favourite Psalm)? 

Just thank him, and praise him.

David went through terrible 
trials, and his bravery is known 
though out the ages. Be brave 
like David in front of Goliath. 

And yet this tower of strength 
in Psalm 103 praises God and 

says that he is a sinner, just like 
everyone else in this world.

That’s why God loved David so 
much; he loved the Lord, and 
wanted to do what God said.

He had a heart for the Lord.

So let’s go out today,  
and love the Lord.

Here is part of my favourite 
Psalm – Psalm 103

Psalm 103

Bless the Lord, O my soul;
And all that is within me,  

bless His holy name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul,

And forget none of His benefits;
Who pardons all your iniquities;

Who heals all your diseases;
Who redeems your life from the pit;
Who crowns you with lovingkindness  

and compassion;
Who satisfies your years with  

good things,
So that your youth is renewed like  

the eagles.

  

The Lord has established His throne  
in the heavens,

And His sovereignty rules over all.
Bless the Lord, you His angels,

 Mighty in strength,  
who perform His word,

Obeying the voice of His word:
Bless the Lord, all you His hosts,
You who serve Him, doing His will.

Bless the Lord, all you works of His,
In all places of His dominion;

Bless the Lord, O my soul!

Lucy Calcott
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PLEASE JOIN US:

Wednesday Prayer meeting at the Church cottage
 13h00-14h00 – phone Joy for details, 078 251 6022

Men’s Bush Breakfast At Joan Baber’s ‘Exciting Times’ 
Contact Shane Dowinton, 014 755 4009

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST COMMUNITY CHURCH

Elders:    
Charles Baber 014 755 4000 or 083 276 0518
Joan Baber 014 755 4087 or 083 397 9277
Peter Farrant 014 755 3661 or 082 569 9147
David Baber 014 755 4430 or 083 273 4525
Philip Calcott 014 755 4425 or 078 207 8570
Alan van Coller 014 755 4549 or 073 179 4313

Officers:
Chairman of  Council – Shane Dowinton 014 755 4009 or 083 419 1929
Secretary – Joy Baber 014 755 4087 or 078 251 6022
Treasurer – Simone Baber 014 755 4430 or 083 302 5123

Do you have information for The Source?
Contact: Marilyn Cook, 014 755 4142 or 084 805 2199

marilyn@mission2sa.org

Banking Details: FNB Modimolle, Branch no 260247,  
Account no 531 746 01684



The Source
   ST JOHNS CHURCH SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE AT 

9:15 for Praise and Worship, 9:30 Service Begins

Take the Melkrivier Road to the Twenty-Four Rivers sign. 
Turn right and travel 10 km. Turn left and left again into church property.

Purpose Statement
To bring people to Jesus and membership in His family; 

to develop them in Christlike maturity and equip them for their ministry  
in the church and life mission in the world in order to glorify God.

“O Lord, Thou hast searched me and known me. 

Thou dost know when I sit down  
and when I rise up… 

Thou hast enclosed me  
behind and before, 

And laid Thy hand upon me…”

Psalm 139:1-6


