ST JOHNS CHURCH SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE AT
9:15 for Praise and Worship, 9:30 Service Begins
Take the Melkrivier Road to the Twenty-Four Rivers sign.
Turn right and travel 10 km. Turn left and left again into church property.

The Source
Ezekiel 47:1-12

st john the baptist community church

“The people who walk in darkness will see a great
light; Those who live in a dark land, The light
will shine on them.”
Isaiah 9:2

Light!
Purpose Statement
To bring people to Jesus and membership in His family;
to develop them in Christlike maturity and equip them for their ministry
in the church and life mission in the world in order to glorify God.
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ST JOHN THE BAPTIST COMMUNITY CHURCH

The Great Light!
Marilyn Cook
Light is one of the many
themes carried throughout
the whole of the Bible. God’s
creation of light is found in
Genesis 1:3. Dr Phil discusses
God’s perfection in His
creation.

A beautiful prophesy in Isaiah
9:2 declares that, “The people
who walk in darkness will see a great light; Those who live in a
dark land, the light will shine on them,” – a light that will shine
into their very beings!
John 1:3 declares that Light as Jesus, The Word. He is the life
and the light of men, and the Light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not comprehend (overcome) it.”
Shane aptly puts Jesus’ words, “I am the Light of the world”,
into the context of what was happening then and what the world
was like without The Light.

Jesus surprises us by saying, “You are the light of the world!”
What a charge He has given His people! Rachel Calcott gives us
some insight into what that means.
We hear from Godfrey Lebese of his journey from the darkness
into the kingdom of light and can praise God with him!

Finally, Paul Prince talks of the New Jerusalem where the glory of
God illumines it and its lamp is the Lamb. What a way to finish
our journey of Light!

Elders:
Alan van Coller
Joan Baber
Peter Farrant
David Baber
Philip Calcott
Barend Pretorius
Craig Pidduck

			
014 755 4549 or 073 179 4313
014 755 4087 or 078 910 9411
014 755 3661 or 082 569 9147
014 755 4430 or 083 273 4525
014 755 4425 or 078 207 8570
072 414 9986
082 775 8489

Officers:
Chairman of Council – Shane Dowinton
Church Secretary – Wendy Godfrey
Treasurer – Simone Baber

014 755 4009 or 083 419 1929
078 118 1737
014 755 4430 or 083 302 5123

Banking Details: FNB Modimolle, Branch no 260247,
Account no 531 746 01684

PLEASE JOIN US:

Men’s Bush Breakfast at ‘Exciting Times’ Joan Baber’s
Contact: Shane Dowinton – 074 430 2827
Bible Studies on Wednesday night at Craig and Trish’s,
dinner at 6:00 followed by a DVD
Contact: Trish – 083 690 0061

Do you have information for The Source?
Contact: Marilyn Cook, 014 755 4142 or 084 805 2199
marilyn@mission2sa.org

Published by:
Cathie Aub 084 314 6467
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The Light that is just Right
Phil Calcott
One of the ironies of life is that
we really only seem to appreciate
something when it is taken away from
us. Consider light. In our modern
society, even at night-time, light is
only the flick of a switch away. We
rarely experience darkness that we
cannot break. Enter Eskom (aka the
Kingdom of Darkness). When our
light gets taken away, we begin to
understand and value what we had.
When Eskom lets you down and you
can’t find the matches, and the torch
batteries are dead, and there’s no
moon...well, then one realises how
much one relied on light. So, let’s
just take a minute and give light the
grateful attention it deserves, but so
sadly often does not get.

As I’m sure you all know,
scientifically speaking the best
description we have of light is
as quanta of excitation of the
electromagnetic field – one of the four
force-carrying fields that our universe
contains. Now the electromagnetic
field, or force, sounds a bit scary, so
let’s call it the Light-Force instead,
which it sort of is. God made the
four forces of nature when He made
everything else. Before He made the
Light Force, and the light that flows

from it He designed it. He imagined
it, thought it all out, put it into context,
and balanced all of its consequences
just so. And I do really mean just so.
For example, have you ever thought
about how strong light is? No?
You really should. There’s actually
a wonderful thing called the Fine
Structure Constant (FSC), which
sort of expresses how strong the
Light Force is relative to the other
fundamental stuff of physics. How big
is the FSC? It’s almost exactly 1/137
(no units, it’s dimensionless), which
turns out is just perfect! Slightly
stronger or slightly weaker and we
would all be stuffed – the universe
would be a hostile place in which
useful stuff like stars could not exist.
And it’s not just the FSC. The Light
Force is actually balanced against all
the other forces as well. Take Gravity
for example. It turns out the force
of gravity pulling you to the ground
right now is about a trillion trillion
trillion times weaker than the Light
Force (which incidentally is pushing
you up, and is the reason why you
don’t fall through the floor. You can
see this if you think about the fact that
the Gravity Force of the whole earth
is pulling you down, but it’s actually
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easily resisted by the Light Force of
just the legs of the chair you are sitting
on. Strong stuff light. But here’s the
kicker. It turns out that the Gravity
Force has to be as utterly feeble as it
is compared to the Light Force. If it
wasn’t all sorts of Really Bad Things
would happen. I won’t even describe
them, or you might not sleep tonight,
but take it from me, they are
really bad.

“And God said, ‘Let there be light’,
and there was light.”
This was not just an off-the-cuff
creation. An awful lot of thought
went into that creation of light, not
to mention all the power required to
bring an entire force of nature into
being. And God got it just right.
Eskom on the other hand.....

So, that small phrase in verse
three of the first chapter of Genesis
suddenly takes on a lot more weight:

“And God said, ‘Let there be light’,
and there was light.”
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“I am the light of the world.” - John 8:12-20
Shane Dowinton
In the 21st Century we take
power and light for granted, we get
frustrated and even fearful if we’re
left in the dark. If that’s how we feel
about the inconvenience of darkness
now, how would we have coped two
millennia ago where life would have
been governed either by daylight or
candlelight.

Darkness has always been a great
way to describe those things that
frighten us or cause us suffering
and pain. In the spiritual sense light
and dark are great ways for us to
understand the conflict between good
and evil; they give us a simple image
that we understand both in our mind
and in our hearts.
In this short account from John’s
gospel, Jesus uses that concept at the
conclusion of quite a
tense encounter with
the Pharisees.

fishing for Jesus’ condemnation, they
wanted Him to judge her guilty of
stoning and rightly uphold the law.
Instead, He let them stew, drawing
in the sand before finally answering
them with the memorable line “He
who is without sin cast the first
stone.” One by one as they felt the
conviction of their own sin they
dropped their stones and slid away.

It’s a powerful moment. Jesus
doesn’t condone the woman’s
actions, He says, “Go, sin no
more”; but neither does He accept
the religious police and their selfrighteousness, either. Both attitudes
revealed the darkness of a world
trapped in sin. Jesus wasn’t caught up
in the details of sin - He saw a world
drowning in it!

“I am the light of the
world.”
Jesus has just dealt
with an angry mob of
Pharisees and Scribes
who have caught a
woman in the act of
adultery. They were
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It is here that Jesus says;

“I am the light of the world. He
who follows Me shall not walk in
darkness, but have the light of life.”
Jesus, of course, is talking about
spiritual darkness, the darkness that
represents all the evil that fills our
world; the sadness, the loneliness,
the grief, the poverty, the crime, the
violence, sickness and disease. The
symptoms of a world that has chosen
to live without God and relationship
with Him.

But Jesus hasn’t come to condemn,
He has come to save! He isn’t
judging, He is providing the solution;
He isn’t rejecting, He’s rescuing.
Jesus has thrown a lifeline to a
drowning humanity or rather, He has
brought light into the darkness.

24-26
October

“I am the light of the world..”
Jesus has come to bring good news,
He has come to bring life where
there is death and light where there is
darkness. Jesus has come to reconcile
us to the Father, He has rescued us
from the consequences of our distance
from God and He has provided
the direction we need for a life of
abundance in relationship with Him.
When we accept Jesus Christ as
our Saviour, we enter into a living
relationship with Him, we are
reconciled to the Father through
Christ. No matter how dark the path
gets, we carry within us the light of
life who is able to guide and direct
our steps.

Weekend with
Richard Fothergill

Weekend with Richard Fothergill

Saturday will be a day of workshop with a view to
equipping the church, more details later!
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Jesus said, “You are the light of the world!”
Rachel Calcott
A while ago Tangled fever gripped
the world. The slightly altered tale
of Rapunzle excited imagination
all over the world with its dashing
bandits, singing princess and
misguided mother-in-law... But to me
one of the most interesting things was
its use of light. A drop of sunlight
creates a plant that saves queens,
heals wounds, glows in the dark
(unsurprisingly), makes hair grow to
astounding lengths (more surpringly)
and leads princesses home.
In fact, light in general is pretty
useful. Our entire civilisation
desperately needs light, and I don’t
think it’s a coincidence that this is
what Jesus called us to be.

All through history God has raised
up men and women to shine a light
in the darkness of our world. Martin
Luther shone light on the truth of the
good news and the falseness of the
church’s supposed ability to buy our
way to heaven… Mother Theresa
who was a light to the dying and
the forgotten, Florence Nightingale
who changed nursing forever and
saved thousands of lives was ‘The
Lady with the Lamp.’ Christians all
through the ages have been called
upon by the Lord to be a light
wherever they are.

Jesus doesn’t ask us to be the light
occasionally when we’re in the
mood with nothing better to do…
He says we ARE the light. And it
doesn’t matter where we are. As long
as Christians don’t hide under any
baskets, the Lord will work through
us to free His people from darkness.
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The Fold

the

Fold

SA

Children's Home
(NPC)

So much has happened since the last report. Over the last
three months our office space has acquired a computer
lab for the children, an entire wall of bookcases has been
built for the children’s library, and the entire room has
been painted a bright green colour. The transformation
has been amazing. Our home church has bought us a
generator to keep our lights on.
We had two couples visit who are friends of the Hayes
family. They did a lot of work (including book cases),
brought lots of musical instruments and even built
a large xylophone for the playground, and added an
additional sign to our front gate that says “Hope lives
Here”. They were a huge blessing to us and the children.
We have a college intern with us for 6 months. She
is being shared with Michael Calamia for his ministry
also. Sonia has been here before almost three years ago.
The children were very happy to see her. She has been a
great help with the children and their school work.
Over the July holidays, the children were treated to a
day at Ant’s Den. Mrs Common Wealth South Africa
and her two daughters visited multiple times, played
with the children and brought treats. She brought a
group of people with her for Mandela day.
The biggest news is we have been given permission by
the social workers to apply to be a private hostel. As we
grow we can apply to be a children’s home in the future.
We are excited about this.
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If you would like to help
in any way, here are our
details:
Nedbank Lephalale
Current account #
1445126591
Branch # 144547

From the Kingdom of darkness to the Kingdom of light
Godfrey Paseka Lebese
I was born on 28 March 1986 in
a township called Mokopane and
moved to Vaalwater in 1996. I lived
in a family that practiced ancestral
worship; in other words you can
say I was born in the Kingdom of
darkness.
Darkness is all that I knew, and it
seemed right to me, because if one
does not know what is right, he tends
to call wrong right. Nobody knew
Jesus in my family; yes they heard
rumours about Him, but He was never
preached to them. The only doctrine
that they heard was that God works
together with ancestors - which was
a lie - but then what can you do when
you don’t know the truth?

All those things sounded good to me
because I never knew what sin was.

When I became a teen I started
having thoughts of crime and I didn’t
feel bad about it because ancestors
did not forbid me from committing
crime. I started by smoking, then
drinking, then sleeping around with
different girls, entering into street
fights and then I started stealing.

I had a friend who stayed next door.
He heard my mom and I fighting,
so he went outside to see what was
happening. He saw me fixing the
rope on a tree and he knew that I was
going to hang myself so he watched
me from a distance. I got on top of
a chair, put a rope around my neck

Due to my behaviour, my mom and
I started to fight a lot and I hated
my step dad. To me he seemed like
the devil. I used to think that he was
So my growing up was easy because the one that made my mom hate me.
I was bitter and full of anger and
there was nothing that seemed to
one day, after fighting with my mom,
be a wrong act. The only thing that
I decided that I was going to kill
ancestors wanted was the blood of
an animal, but mostly they preferred myself. I took a rope and went behind
my house to hang myself on a tree.
a goat.
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and kicked the chair away. I felt
the rope chocking me so hard; at
that point my mind was running so
fast, thinking a whole lot of things. I
thought to myself that this is it. I’m
going to rest with my ancestors. I
couldn’t breathe; I started passing
gas and urinating in my pants.
While I was at that point of death
I felt someone picking me up. It
was my friend from next door. He
picked me up and cut the rope and
put me down, but I still couldn’t
breathe; my eyes were open, but I
couldn’t see. He called my name
and it sounded like ten thousand
people calling my name. After a few
minutes I started breathing, seeing
and hearing again. He looked at me
and laughed. I was still afraid; he
helped me up and I lay in my bed
the whole day asking myself, “what
the heck was I thinking?”
A few months later I went to the
tavern again and started drinking.
That night I was supposed to babysit
my little sister, who was six years
old. But I left her all by herself and
didn’t even lock the door. My mom
came back in the middle of the
night with my step dad and found
that I had not been around. She
was so angry she didn’t sleep. She
was waiting for me to come back. I
came back drunk at around 3:00 in
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the morning. We started to have a
fight again. Whenever my step dad
opened his mouth I got more angry
and put the blame on him. Though
he was a good man, all I saw was
the devil. I don’t know why I hated
him so much.
That night I decided to hang myself
for real. I went out of the house
being furious, thinking to myself
that I was going to kill myself, and
this time I was going to use a wire.
I went into the bush and got myself
a tree. I tried to climb the tree, but I
couldn’t because I was drunk. I tried
the next tree and the one after that
and the one after that and all those
trees seemed to be too high for me
to climb. So I just broke down and
cried the whole night. I called my
ancestors, but they didn’t answer.
So the following day I went to my
uncle’s house and stayed there a few
days and then went back home.
I had a friend in school who didn’t
drink or smoke or sleep around
or steal. He was a born again
Christian. I was also a Christian,
but at my church we worshiped God
and gods (ancestors). He liked to
invite me to their church meetings.
I went twice and didn’t like it. But
on the third invitation there was a
man from America. He preached so

good that I felt like he was talking
about me - yet it was the first time I
saw him. At the end of his message
he made an altar call, but I didn’t go
because I was afraid of what people
would say. I decided to sit down
but other people went forward and
received Christ. When he led them
in a sinner’s prayer, I also prayed in
my heart.

my step dad, stopped disrespecting
my mom and death never crossed my
mind again. I was full of love and
joy; the bitterness and hatred were
gone. That was 2002! To this very
day I am still holding on to Christ,
and I’m working full time in the
Kingdom of Light.

After church my friend invited me
for a Sunday service and I went.
Everything seemed different from my
church.
After church people greeted me
and wanted to know my name. All
the sisters in the church hugged me.
I was so surprised! I had never seen
a church where the members were
so full of love towards a stranger.
I ran back home and started to tell
my friends about this church. They
started coming along with me to
church to see if, indeed, the sisters
in the church would hug them - they
did get hugs and the love. And they
didn’t just call me Godfrey, but they
called me “Brother Godfrey.”
There we were taught about Jesus
and what He has done for us. I was
given a Bible and I started reading
the book of Matthew. My life was
changed, not only my life but
also the lives of my friends, too. I
stopped stealing, drinking, sleeping
around with girls, stopped hating

Truly, “He has delivered
us from the domain of
darkness, and transferred
us to the kingdom of His
beloved Son, in whom
we have redemption,
the forgiveness of sins.”
Colossians 1:13, 14
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God, The Light in the new Heaven and Earth
Paul Prince
To have a starting point in what is
known about our subject we’ll just
skip around a bit in John 1, so we
can see these truths relating more
clearly to God’s light in heaven. “In
the beginning was the Word and the
Word was with God and the Word
was God. In Him was life, and that
life was the light of men. No one
has ever seen God except His One
and only Son who came from His
Father’s side and made Him known.
The true light that gives light to every
man had come into the world. The
Word became flesh and lived among
us.” Also, Jesus said He is the mirror
image of the Father. If we’ve seen
Him, we’ve seen His Father.

and His glory appears over you.”
This verse shows the condition of
a world that rejects God… Then
comes the change in “but the Lord”.
Beyond the Lord in this life there’s
a prophecy about a future earth
and a future life. (verse 19) “The
sun will no more be your light by
day, … for the Lord will be your
everlasting light and your God will
be your glory.” Let us also consider
what Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 6:16.
“God alone is immortal and lives in
unapproachable light, whom no one
has seen or can see.”

To give His special three disciples
a revelation of His glory and divinity
Jesus called them up to a high
John was an eye witness to Jesus
mountain, where he was transfigured
life, and the truth that Jesus brings
before them. In Matthew 17:2 we
light and life. In 1st John 1:5 we
read “His face shown like the
read “God is light: in him there is
sun, and His clothes became as
no darkness at all.” “God is light”… white as the light.” We also read
what does that means? Here is
that the face of Moses was brightly
one possibility: God is in absolute
shining because of time spent in
perfection, being good, pure, true,
God’s presence. Psalm 104:2 says
holy, and reliable. We see prophecy
that God wraps Himself in light
related to this in Isaiah 60:1-2,
as with a garment. If you wish to
“Arise, shine, for your light has
read of other witnesses of God’s
come, and the glory of the Lord rises glorious light in heaven here are
upon you. See, darkness covers the
some. Daniel 7:9, Ezekiel 1:25-28.
earth and thick darkness is over the Peter, James and John witnessed
peoples, but the Lord rises upon you Jesus transfiguration. (Matthew
10

17:1-9, Mark 9:2-8, Luke 9:28-36)
Paul, on the road to Damascus.
(Acts 26:12-16) The apostle John
in Revelation. Revelation 1:12-16
“I turned around to see the voice
that was speaking to me. And when
I turned I saw seven golden lamp
stands, and among the lamp stands
was someone “like a son of man”,
dressed in a robe reaching down
to His feet and with a golden sash
around His chest. His head and
hair were white like wool, as white
as snow, and His eyes were like
blazing fire…. His face was like the
sun shining in all it’s brilliance.”
Revelation 21:22-27 “I did not see a
temple in the city, because the Lord
God Almighty and the
Lamb are it’s temple. The
city does not need the sun
or the moon to shine on it,
for the glory of God gives
it light, and the lamb is it’s
lamp... Nothing impure
will ever enter it, nor will
anyone who does what is
shameful or deceitful, but
only those whose names
are written in the Lamb’s
book of life.” Revelation
22:5, 16-17 “There will be
no more night…. for the
Lord God will give them
light. “I, Jesus, have sent
my angel to give you this
testimony for the churches.

I am the Root and the Offspring of
David, and the bright Morning Star.”
The Spirit and the bride say, “come!”
and let him who hears say, “come!”
Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and
whoever wishes, let him take the free
gift of the water of life.” As the old
song puts it: “Joyful, joyful, we adore
Thee, God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before
Thee, Hail Thee as the sun above,
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
Drive the dark of doubt away; Giver
of immortal gladness, fill us with the
light of day!”

WHAT A GLORIOUS LIFE
TO LOOK FORWARD TO.
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kid’s club
Baptized into Christ –
Stephina, Sina, Patricia
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