ST JOHNS CHURCH SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE AT
9:15 for Praise and Worship, 9:30 Service Begins
Take the Melkrivier Road to the Twenty-Four Rivers sign.
Turn right and travel 10 km. Turn left and left again into church property.

The Source
Ezekiel 47:1-12

st john the baptist community church

“The thief comes only to steal, and kill, and

destroy; I came that they might have life, and
might have it abundantly.”
John 10:10
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in the church and life mission in the world in order to glorify God.
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Promises
Marilyn Cook
When I was a child, if you made a promise and wanted the
other party to know that you really meant it you said, “Cross my
heart and hope to die, if I should ever tell a lie.” Well, I don’t
think I ever said those words because I was too frightened of
the consequences! But, I did learn that to make a promise was
serious and one must always keep one’s word. I am still cautious
about making a promise. I usually say, “I will try to” or “the Lord
willing”.

We live in a generation that mostly doesn’t take seriously the
words of a promise. No matter where one may live in this world,
political promises are usually not kept, so we don’t take them
seriously. And how about the service man who says, “I will have
it for you tomorrow,” and he hasn’t even begun to do the job?
While we can’t change everyone around us, we can make certain
that our own words are with integrity. People need to know that
they can trust us to mean what we say and to keep our word.
Jesus said, “But let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes” or ‘No, no’; and
anything beyond these is of evil.” Matthew 5:37
We have One who always is trustworthy, always faithful, always
keeps His promises. But, we need to know that His promises are
a two-way agreement, based on obeying Him. He will not give
His promises to those living in blatant sin. Jesus said, “Seek first
His kingdom and His righteousness and all these things shall be
added to you.” Matthew 6:33 And to those who faithfully seek to
keep His Great Commission of making disciples of all nations, He
says, “And lo I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:18-20
In this issue, Shane talks of the Two Covenants; Phil Landrum of
Vows; and Phil Calcott of the Covenant of Marriage. May you be
blessed as you read!
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Stephen Lungu is coming!

Stephen Lungu
from 23-28 JULY
He will be preaching and sharing his life
with you!

“As a five year old, he was abandoned.
As a teenager he was homeless, jobless, illiterate, led
a violent gang, did drugs, alcohol and crime.
Then, at 20, out of the blue his life totally changed.

Quote from cover of “From a Street Kid’ by Tonia Cope Bowley

“From reading this story, I realized that, no matter
what your background, you can change.” Tasha,
teenager*
Pray for Stephen Lungu and the coming revival!
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? Just as it is written, ‘For
Thy sake we are being put to death all day long; We were
considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’ But in all these
things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who
loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Romans 8:35-39
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God’s Promise’s – for our own Good
Shane Dowinton

As a 7 year old boy, boisterous and
full of adventure, I must have been
quite the handful to my parents.
Playing with friends I would often
be high in a tree or climbing the
rocky trails around our house.
There was a huge beach just a few
hundred metres away with acres of
sand and beautiful breakers to surf
on; it was a child’s playground. But
it had its dangers. We had rules as
kids, boundaries that we had to stay
within, for mum’s peace of mind
I’m sure, but really for our own
safety. Though traffic wasn’t a huge
issue on Guernsey in those days we
were instructed on being careful
crossing the roads. Still, boys will
be boys! We had been playing on
our farm on the far side of the road
and late in the afternoon my mum
came to fetch me to come home for
tea. As we reached the road edge
she asked me to hold her hand but
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defying her I walked along the edge
of the road towards the house and
without looking I stepped into the
road and into the path of a car. I
broke my leg quite badly that day,
though it could have been worse,
and it took several weeks to heal
up. My lesson was hard learned,
the rules I had been given, though
it seemed they would spoil my fun,
were actually there to protect me
from harm.

In God’s covenant with the Jewish
nation He gave them the law, a set
of rules and boundaries that would
keep them steered on the right
track. They were rules that would
bind them to Him as a nation and to
each other as a community and they
would remind them of His holiness.
“..what does the Lord ask of you
but to fear the Lord your God, to
walk in all His ways, to love Him,
to serve the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul,
and to observe the Lord’s commands
and decrees that I am giving you
today FOR YOUR OWN GOOD.” –
Deuteronomy 10:12, 13 (emphasis
mine)
God also put in place a system of
sacrifice whereby the sins of the

people could be paid for. God’s
holiness is emphasised by the law,
and the need for transgressions
to be paid for in blood made that
abundantly clear. The law should
have emphasised to the people their
need to stay within the boundaries
of the law for their own sake so that
they would receive God’s blessing
and that to walk outside of the law
would court disaster. Sadly, Israel
couldn’t stay within the law, their
whole nature was carnal and sinful
and in the covenant of the law there
was no provision for grace to make
them obedient, their sin needed
sacrifice and it seemed there had
become no sacrifice good enough.
“I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel. I will put my law
in their minds and write it on their
hearts.” Jeremiah 31:31, 33
God didn’t give up; instead He
gave a new promise, one that
offered every man the opportunity
to be right before God. Instead of
a wholly external set of rules to
keep, the desire to follow God in

obedience would come through the
internal dwelling of the Holy Spirit,
and this new promise would be an
eternal one.
“I will make an everlasting
covenant with them; I will inspire
them to fear me, so that they
will never turn away from Me.”
Jeremiah 32:40

To make this covenant effective
God chose to make a single sacrifice
that would cover the sin of mankind,
once and for all. God sent His Son,
Jesus Christ, to be the sacrifice
for us. Romans 8:1-4 tells us this
beautifully:
“Therefore, there is now no
condemnation for those who are
in Christ Jesus, because through
Christ Jesus, the law of the spirit
of life set me free from the law of
sin and death. For what the law
was powerless to do in that it was
weakened by the sinful nature, God
did by sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful man to be a sin
offering. And so He condemned
sin in sinful man, in order that the
righteous requirements of the law
might be fully met in us, who do not
live according to the sinful nature
but according to the Spirit.”

The Old covenant had a wonderful
measure of grace, but not enough for
our continual abiding in the faith of
obedience. However, the promise of
the new covenant is that its fruit will
3

be the renewal of our own hearts
and the power of the Holy Spirit
within us to abide in the fullness of
Christ’s grace keeping us blameless
before God.
I obviously had to learn the
hard way about keeping within
boundaries, but believe me; I look
right and left at least twice when
I cross a road these days! That
perspective though, keeps my eyes
on God’s promises for my own

good. My choice to live inside of
His boundaries is because of a trust
I have in His goodness and holiness,
and His Holy Spirit is a constant
guide making known the paths of
righteousness.
I believe in a God who “rejoices
in doing us good” – Jeremiah
31:41
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JESUS PROMISES US FOUR TIMES –

“And whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son.” John 14:13
“If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it. If you love Me, you will
keep My commandments, And I will ask the Father, and He will give you
another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know
Him, but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you.”
John 14:14-17
“If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and
it shall be done for you.” John 15:7
“And in that day you will ask Me no question, Truly, truly, I say to you, if
you shall ask the Father for anything, He will give it to you in My name.”
“Until now you have asked for nothing in MY name; ask, and you will
receive, that your joy may be made full.” John 16:23. 24

AND WE KNOW HIS PROMISES ARE TRUE!
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About Vows and Oaths
by Phil Landrum, Austin, Texas
Historical writings of the time
of Christ suggest that it was fairly
common among rabbis to teach
that it was not a sin to break a vow,
provided that vow had not been
made directly in the name of God.
Therefore, oaths not kept that were
made in the name of material things,
even such as swearing by “the gold
in the Temple” (which seemed to be
a favorite) or “by the earth,” were
not considered to be a sin. As you
might expect such ‘oaths’ eventually
became so empty that few people
would accept such an oath in legal
arrangements.
Nevertheless, this was a pretty
convenient set-up for those in
power. That is, until some miracle
performing ‘radical’ came along

claiming to be Messiah, teaching
that oaths given this way were also
binding!
Jesus clarified, “Again, you have
heard that it was said to the people
long ago, ‘Do not break your oath,
but keep the oaths you have made
to the Lord.’ But I tell you, do not
swear at all: either by heaven, for it
is God’s throne; (hence binding) or
by the earth, for it is His footstool
(hence binding); or by Jerusalem, for
it is the city of the Great King (hence
binding). And do not swear by your
head, for you cannot make even one
hair white or black. Simply let your
‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No’;
anything beyond this comes from the
evil one.” Matthew 5:33-37
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Jesus’ solution here seems pretty
clear and simple, right? Well... not so
much for those who wanted a method
whereby they could swear an oath
(giving the appearance of honesty)
yet not really be bound by it should
they change their mind and later want
to be free of it without sinning! Jesus
had just taken their “easy out” away.
Jesus (who is the Word) was
jogging memories of what the
commands on oaths and vows given
through Moses really said. Moses
said to the heads of the tribes of
Israel: “This is what the LORD
commands: When a man makes a
vow to the LORD or takes an oath
to obligate himself by a pledge, he
must not break his word but must do
everything he said.” Numbers 30:1-2
In other words, to be obedient to
God, when a man gives his word, his
“Yes” must actually be “Yes” and his
“No” must actually be “No.” So then,
what may we who are not under the
law, glean from all this?
In my opinion, a careful reading of
the Matthew text reveals that Jesus is
not actually forbidding all legal oaths
and commitments. But, He is saying
that the way of God is is to keep our
word and fulfill our promises, even
when given casually. Anything short
of our “Yes” being “Yes” and our
6

“No” being “No” is not the Way of
God, but the way of the evil one,
who... “When he lies, he speaks his
native language, for he is a liar and
the father of lies.” John 8:44
Knowing that we are under grace
and not bound by the Law of Moses
can be a strong temptation to “sin
that grace may abound,” so to speak.
However, the reality of God’s
grace, binds us through a much
higher power than law. We who
know Christ are, by the hand of God,
anchored within His divine nature
(love) through our spirit-to-Spirit
connection and relationship with The
Creator, Savior and Lord Himself!
His own divine character of love is
the essence of pure, perfect integrity
and is implanted in the very core
of our being! The goal is that as we
continually give our bodies to Him,
He transforms our character by
renewing our minds to be one with
and function with the mind of Christ.
We are to think and act more
like Jesus!
The essence of our relationship
in Christ is that with our full
surrender to Him, God has placed
us in Christ Jesus, “Who now is
our righteousness, holiness and
redemption.” (1 Corinthians 1:30).
His wisdom and transforming power

is active in us through His grace
as we humble ourselves under His
mighty hand.

truth, whatever you did not do for
one of the least of these, you did not
do for me.’” Matthew 25:45

It is His divine nature of love that
comes alive in us when we present
our bodies to our Lord as living
sacrifices (Romans 12:1-2), This is
how our spirit-to-Spirit connection
renews our minds, and transforms
our behavior! Then we know the will
of God, not just intellectually, but by
experiencing it as our own.

While we can be sure that our Lord
does not take the frivolous use of
His Name lightly and that we should
not expect His blessing to flow with
such behavior, we can fall at His
feet in humble, eternal gratitude for
His sacrificial gift of amazing grace
and mercy, as we yield ourselves to
Him; thus allowing Him to renew
our minds on this and every other
subject and get on with His work to
transform our behaviors.

In the Bible, we who know Him
are called, “the Body of Christ.”
Brothers and sisters that is not
a metaphor! We are collectively
the only living, breathing human
expression of Christ on this earth
today. For those of us who are alive
by the Spirit of Christ, the first
and most important work we do is
continually give our bodies to Him so
that His very life may be revealed to
others, through us... that is, “through
our mortal bodies” as Paul explains
in 2 Corinthians 4:11.
Therefore, when we give our word
to our fellow man we are giving it
also to our Lord. Do we forget these
words of our Lord? “... ‘I tell you the

Dear ones, remember the words
of Paul, “For no matter how many
promises God has made, they are
all “Yes” in Christ. And so through
Him the “Amen” is spoken by us to
the glory of God the Father. Now it
is God who makes both us and you
stand firm in Christ. He anointed
us, set His seal of ownership on us,
and put His Spirit in our hearts as
a deposit, guaranteeing what is to
come.” I Corinthians 1:20-22 Amen!
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Our Promise – God’s Faithfulness
Randy Bow
“Jesus said, ‘Have faith in God.
Truly I say to you, whoever says to
the mountain, “Be taken up by the
sea”, and does not doubt in his heart,
but believes that what he says will
come to pass, it will be done for him.
Therefore I tell you, whatever you
ask in prayer, believe that you have
received it, and it will be yours”.
on faith (Jen and girls were already
Mark 11:22-24
there) and we started down the road
of adoption through an organization
I remember Jennifer and I
called Edna Gladney. In September
committing our family to God after
Mabry was born, that we would adopt 2010, Jen called me to tell me the
agency had called about a baby.
if we were blessed later on to do so.
I was meeting with a house
God was faithful to us as we made
contractor who was moving a house
this promise to Him after receiving
onto our small property. The previous
a great peace about giving it over to
me would have crumbled and said,
God and His timing. When Meda
“No, we have too much going on,”
and Mabry were both old enough
but my response was a praise for
to talk, they each started faithfully
praying for a baby brother with us. It God’s faithfulness to fulfill the
promise of a son. Three days later we
was amazing to see how God spoke
were in a faraway state picking up
to them and gave confirmation their
Evan from the hospital.
prayer would be answered.
There is power in prayer and I am
The mountain I was asking God to
so
thankful that God allows us to see
move seemed much bigger than the
glimpses of His power and glory as
one my wife and the daughters saw.
I was slow to let go and truly believe we walk through life here on earth.
God would make the process happen.
Randy and Jennifer, Meda, Mabry
Financially, we were in no position
and Evan have been a part of
to afford the high expenses of such
St Johns for a few months now.
an endeavor. In 2008, I stepped out
Jennifer and the kids will be back
in Texas for a few months. We will
miss you!
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kid’s club
Lethabo – a Happy Place!

Revolution bible study – eager to learn!

Babes and hoops fun in the sun!
Kid’s Club continues each Wednesday with songs of praise, stories of Jesus, and
food to nourish the body as well. We are there sunshine or rain or stormy days.
We thank the Lord for His care and provision and protection. Children are
learning that Jesus loves them and learning to love Him as well. Bible studies on
Saturdays help to implant God’s word in their minds and hearts.

9
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Do You Remember Me?
I was there when there was none
No living earth, no moon, no sun, or stars
But in my mind I saw it all
The canvas of this universe from great to small
I thought, I spoke, it came to be
The knife-edge beauty of its symmetry, and scale
The things that amaze you like the Mandelbrot set
And even all the other stuff that you ain’t found yet
It’s all just dreams from my infinite mind
Cast there like diamonds for you to find: enjoy
But when you look up at my awesome sky
When your heart is thrilled by beauty and you wonder
why
Just one question, just one plea
Do you remember me?
I was there, when you began
A chance possibility in someone’s plan, or dream
But not for me, no my child
I knew your face before you first smiled
I thought, I spoke, YOU came to be
Enfolded and suffused by the mystery, of life
And even as your body formed and grew
Fashioned by the forces that I foreknew
Who d’ya think was weaving your fibres in their place
Pouring out my immanent creative grace?
But when you stare back from the mirror’s spy
And filled with wonder your mind asks “Why?”
Just one question, just one plea
Do you remember me?
11

I was there when it fell apart
Sorrow like a knife tore your tender heart, in two
Dreams forlorn, nightmares true
The worst of hell’s furies descending on you
In the tears and the pain I know you couldn’t see
But those arms that held you: that was me, my son
You screamed and twisted, kicked and fought
Refused the balm your wounded heart sought
Yet I wouldn’t let go, and I wouldn’t let up
Son believe me, I have tasted that cup
Beaten but not crushed, today you stand
Sheltered unknown by your father’s hand
Just one question, just one plea
Do you remember me?
Now time is done and eternity’s at hand
Naked and exposed before me you stand, in truth
Clarity comes with eternal light
Shades fall away from your earthly sight
You see and know, even as you are known
Uncovered, undone, before the throne, of God
The scrolls are opened and, the seals unbound
But in which book will your name be found?
Suddenly you know there is just one thing
You desperately seek before the King, of Kings
My Lord, my God, maker of all
Before your brilliant light I fall
Just one question, just one plea
Do you remember me?
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By Phil Calcott

The Fold
Our last three months have been very busy.
Our children brought home 23 medals on
the preliminary sports day at Laarskool. The
Fold had it’s semiannual board meeting to
plan out the coming year.

the

Fold

SA

Children's Home
(NPC)

We had a lot of visitors also. The Botzum
family came for a survey trip. They did a
lot of activities with the children, including
starting seeds in clear plastic gloves, and
planting them in the garden after they
watched them sprout. The Botzum’s have
decided this is where God wants them to be,
so they have gone home to sell their belongs
and raise the funds needed to live in South
Africa. We are excited to have them join
our team. We had a team of three members
who took care of some items that had been
needing done for almost two years. The
Welgevonden security team came and spent
some time with the children. They told them
about their jobs and rhino poaching. The
boys really liked the guns.

As everyone else in the area experienced,
the flooding recently had an effect on daily
life at The Fold. The accumulated waters
from the hill behind our property came
flooding down and turned our driveway into
a river. Over the course of two weeks, the
children missed 5 days of school and we had
four vehicles towed out of the mud in our
driveway. We are thankful that we suffered
no financial damages to our property, unlike
many of our neighbours.
We continue to get more interest from the
local businesses. We thank you for your
continued support and prayers for The Fold.

If you would like to help in any
way, here are our details:
Nedbank Lephalale
Current account # 1445126591
Branch # 144547

Marriage, it’s all about.......?
Phil Calcott
Recently young singles in the
UK were asked what were the
most important things they were
looking for in a serious, long-term,
relationship. Two answers came
top. The first attribute they were
looking for from a potential partner
was Commitment. They longed for
someone who would be there for
them through thick and thin, someone
who would put them first. The second
attribute they were looking for was
Freedom. They wanted a relationship
that didn’t cramp their style, one that
left them space to be themselves. So:
Commitment from you, Freedom for
me. You get to be there for me when
I need you - and I get to avoid any
annoying constraints in following my
own little path to self- fulfillment.
Hmm.... what could possibly go
wrong with that marital model?

shows that this approach is much
more likely to result in a happy
stable relationship, but is it the final,
ultimate answer to what marriage
is about? As Charles Baber used to
say, “God has not left us wondering
– He’s been kind enough to give
us a handbook for life on earth, the
Makers Instructions for how to be
a successful human. It’s called the
Bible.”

So what does the Bible say on
marriage? The answer is surprising
and shocking – but probably not
in the way you are thinking. In
Ephesians 5:32 Paul finishes off
a long discussion about marriage
with this line: “This is a profound
mystery—but I am talking about
Christ and the church.” Christ and the
Church, I thought we were talking
about marriage? Here’s the thing –
If this self-centred view of marriage Paul is making the statement that
is fatally flawed, then how should
Christ and the church is actually what
we be looking at this incredibly
marriage is all about! In fact Paul
important relationship? Maybe the
refers back to Christ and the church
answer is that instead of focusing on as his model for marriage three times
ourselves we should be trying to meet in this one passage. What’s going on?
the needs of our spouse. Experience
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To understand this conundrum
about marriage it helps to look at
what the Bible has to say about
relationships in general. A quick look
at scripture reveals an extraordinary
truth about our most fundamental
relationships – they were all invented
by God long before us humans ever
came on the scene. God was a father
to His only begotten Son before the
universe was made. So fatherhood
and sonship were part of the
Godhead and not a human invention.
But marriage? Well, the Bible starts
with a marriage (Adam and Eve), has
a marriage in the middle (the Song of
Songs) and finishes with a marriage
– the marriage of Christ to his bride
the church. And here’s the thing, this
eternal marriage at the end of the
Bible was planned by God before
the creation of the universe as well
(1 Peter 1:20). God didn’t suddenly
think, “Hey, I need a bride for my
Son, who’s available?” This was
foreknown and foreplanned before
the first moment of time. Marriage
is first and foremost something that
will happen between Christ and
the church – and human temporary
marriage is just a pale reflection of
this ultimate eternal union.
In fact, human marriage is a type
of Christ’s eternal marriage to
the church. The Bible is littered
with types – particularly types
that foreshadow God’s Son, Jesus.
The Passover lamb was a spotless
innocent slain for the sins of the
people – a type of Christ’s death

for us. Noah’s ark rescued all those
in it from a watery grave – a type
of Christ, who saves all those “in
Him” from the eternal grave. Types
of Christ are very serious things,
because God has a very high view
of His Son. In Numbers 20, in one
of the scariest passages in the Bible,
Moses is told by God to command
a rock to give water to the people
who are very thirsty. Now, last time
this situation occurred Moses was
told to strike the rock to provide
water. He did, and the people’s
thirst was quenched. This second
time Moses is told to just speak to
the rock, why? The reason is that
God is using the rock as a type of
Christ – Christ would be struck and
broken for us just once to provide
eternal living water. Moses blows
it. In his anger he strikes the rock
again. God is not impressed at the
breach of this type of His Son. For
this one misdemeanor Moses is told
that he will never enter the Promised
Land – the thing he has spent his life
working for, and the thing he most
wants in the entire world. You are
probably thinking “Wow, that is a bit
harsh!”, but can I rather encourage
you to think, “Gosh, God really cares
about types of His Son”.

So, if Marriage is primarily a
type of Christ’s relationship with
the church this could have major
implications for us all. Indeed it does.
Watch this space for more....
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All in the Family!
The Harts – Allan, Ellie, Aerin

The Voleks – Conway, Becky,
Nate & Cally

Da Sousas – Sergio, Sharon,
Carlos, Antonio

We’re so sad to see the Da Sousas, the Harts and the Voleks leaving the
Waterberg and St John’s fellowship. We will sorely miss each of you.

You have been a blessing in so many ways. Our prayers go with you as you
follow God’s leading and get resettled. May you constantly be blessed with
the sense of His presence with you all the time. And may you find Christian
fellowship where He puts you!
We love you and will miss you very much!

We don’t say ‘good bye’, but ‘totsiens’! We will meet again!
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ST JOHNS CHURCH SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE AT
9:15 for Praise and Worship, 9:30 Service Begins
Take the Melkrivier Road to the Twenty-Four Rivers sign.
Turn right and travel 10 km. Turn left and left again into church property.

The Source
Ezekiel 47:1-12

st john the baptist community church

“The thief comes only to steal, and kill, and

destroy; I came that they might have life, and
might have it abundantly.”
John 10:10

“Promises”
Purpose Statement
To bring people to Jesus and membership in His family;
to develop them in Christlike maturity and equip them for their ministry
in the church and life mission in the world in order to glorify God.

May 2014

