ST JOHNS CHURCH SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE AT

9:15 for Praise and Worship, 9:30 Service Begins

Take the Melkrivier Road to the Twenty-Four Rivers sign.
Turn right and travel 10 km. Turn left and left again into church
property.

THE

SOURCE
st john the baptist community church

John 3:16

Immanuel-

The perfect
Christmas present

DON’T IGNORE
the Christmas Elephant!

PURPOSE STATEMENT
To bring people to Jesus and membership in His family;
to develop them in Christlike maturity and equip them for their
ministry in the church and life mission in the world in order to
glorify God.

“The Gift”

December 2015

For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son
that whoever believes in Him should not
perish, but have eternal life.”

Ezekiel 47:1-12

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST COMMUNITY CHURCH

The Greatest Gift!
Marilyn Cook

“Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down
his life for his friends. You are My friends if you do
what I command you.” John 15:13
If we look around us, if we listen to the news and all
the media feeds us, we know that we live in dark times.
But God has given us a great gift in His Son,
Jesus, truly the Light of the World. We see
Him in the Old Testament prophets, we see Him
now keeping us in the midst of darkness and chaos, and
we see Him coming again to take those who belong to
Him. Could we ask for a greater gift?
Thanks be to God for His indescribable Gift!

Elders:
Alan van Coller
Joan Baber
Peter Farrant
David Baber
Philip Calcott
Barend Pretorius
Craig Pidduck

			
014 755 4549 or 073 179 4313
014 755 4087 or 078 910 9411
014 755 3661 or 082 569 9147
014 755 4430 or 083 273 4525
014 755 4425 or 078 207 8570
072 414 9986
082 775 8489

Officers:
Chairman of Council – Shane Dowinton
Church Secretary – Wendy Godfrey
Church Cell Phone
Treasurer – Simone Baber

014 755 4009 or 083 419 1929
078 118 1737
073 380 9444
014 755 4430 or 083 302 5123

Banking Details: FNB Modimolle, Branch no 260247,
Account no 531 746 01684

PLEASE JOIN US:
Bible studies will be dismissed during the holidays.
Do look forward to beginning again the first of the year.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast will begin about the middle of January.

II Corinthians 9:15
Do you have information for The Source?
Contact: Marilyn Cook, 014 755 4142 or 084 805 2199
marilyn@mission2sa.org

1

Published by:
Cathie Aub 084 314 6467

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST COMMUNITY CHURCH

The Greatest Gift!
Marilyn Cook

“Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down
his life for his friends. You are My friends if you do
what I command you.” John 15:13
If we look around us, if we listen to the news and all
the media feeds us, we know that we live in dark times.
But God has given us a great gift in His Son,
Jesus, truly the Light of the World. We see
Him in the Old Testament prophets, we see Him
now keeping us in the midst of darkness and chaos, and
we see Him coming again to take those who belong to
Him. Could we ask for a greater gift?
Thanks be to God for His indescribable Gift!

Elders:
Alan van Coller
Joan Baber
Peter Farrant
David Baber
Philip Calcott
Barend Pretorius
Craig Pidduck

			
014 755 4549 or 073 179 4313
014 755 4087 or 078 910 9411
014 755 3661 or 082 569 9147
014 755 4430 or 083 273 4525
014 755 4425 or 078 207 8570
072 414 9986
082 775 8489

Officers:
Chairman of Council – Shane Dowinton
Church Secretary – Wendy Godfrey
Church Cell Phone
Treasurer – Simone Baber

014 755 4009 or 083 419 1929
078 118 1737
073 380 9444
014 755 4430 or 083 302 5123

Banking Details: FNB Modimolle, Branch no 260247,
Account no 531 746 01684

PLEASE JOIN US:
Bible studies will be dismissed during the holidays.
Do look forward to beginning again the first of the year.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast will begin about the middle of January.

II Corinthians 9:15
Do you have information for The Source?
Contact: Marilyn Cook, 014 755 4142 or 084 805 2199
marilyn@mission2sa.org

1

Published by:
Cathie Aub 084 314 6467

Don’t ignore the Christmas Elephant!
Phil Calcott
As the detonations of the Napoleonic
Wars were rising to a crescendo in
1814, a Russian poet named Ivan Krylov
penned a short story about a man
visiting a museum. In the story the man
comments on all the many animals he
finds, but somehow manages to overlook
the presence of the largest animal in the
establishment – an elephant. Some think
that in his writing Krylov was himself
trying to ignore the terrible devastation
and destruction raging all around him in
the vain hope that this would make it go
away, and bring peace to his troubled
soul. Krylov’s story struck a chord with
many, and writers often now refer to
a case where the startlingly obvious
is being overlooked as “missing the
elephant in the room”.

that the point of Christmas is overlooked.
Cards will be exchanged to share “the
season’s greetings” (which means what
exactly?) Pictures of a perplexing array
of strange animals and plants, tacky
floral designs and figures in peculiar
clothing will be on display. And of
course, lots of money will be spent and
the bank balances of many businesses
will swell.
Well, if for no other reason than that
we are Africans, and pachyderms are
dear to our hearts, maybe we can avoid
the rush to blindness and actually take
a good, long, hard, look at The Elephant.
It’s a really impressive one.
Christmas is actually about Christ.
Who would have guessed? His name
is almost entirely absent from our
celebrations these days, even replaced
by an “X” in a desperate attempt to avoid
anything meaningful springing to mind.
What is more, this Christ we strive so
hard to ignore, is the most astounding,
amazing, extraordinary, wonderful,
worthy and powerful subject that we
could ever focus our attention on. Here
are just a few reasons why:

This Christmas across the world,
billions of people are gearing up for a
huge effort to spectacularly Miss The
Elephant. Vast sums of money will be
spent on this effort of self-delusion. The
creativity of our world’s finest will be
brought to bear on the task. Obfuscation
will be the watchword, and millions of
workers will labour long hours to ensure
•

Christ pre-existed the universe. When I do astronomy shows people often
ask me, “What came before the Big Bang?” In terms of our limited physical
universe we simply don’t know. But actually the ultimate, deepest answer to the
question is simply, “Jesus”.
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•

Christ made ALL THINGS. From the electron to the galaxy, from the fingers I
type with to the fabric of space-time itself. Jesus Christ created it all.

•

Christ sustains ALL THINGS at ALL TIMES by His powerful word. You consist
of about 30 thousand million million million million atoms, give or take. Not one
of those atoms has the power to exist in and of itself. That power resides only
in Jesus, and each of those tiny chaps exists, and together with its pals enables
you too as well, because of the power that is in Christ, and is at work upholding
our entire universe.

•

Christ became a man. The creator and sustainer of ALL choose to take on the
humiliating limitations of being a member of Homo Sapiens. We can’t really
conceive of the enormity of self-limitation this implied, but maybe ponder for a
moment how much you would enjoy becoming a bacterium. I thought not.

•

Christ was born as a man, not to be acknowledged by those he had made, but to
die in the place of a rebellious, ungrateful creation. To take on himself the sin of
a dirty world and to give it in exchange his eternal righteousness.

Quite a sizeable elephant don’t you think?
Here’s a plan. What if we all decide to not play along with our strangely blind
culture. What if this Christmas we choose to look long and hard at the Christ in
Christmas. What if we strike out against the current and actually give the praise and
worship due to our amazing Creator/Saviour this Christmas. Maybe if we do we will
find that elusive peace that Krylov was seeking two hundred years ago.

O Come Let us Adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

Carols by Candlelight
23 December 2015
at Horizon
More details to follow
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“Immanuel-TheperfectChristmaspresent”
Shane Dowinton
bride from a backward town in the north
of Israel; whispered gossip concerning
the legitimacy of the child in her womb,
hurtful enough for her to have to leave
the area and spend time at her cousin,
Elizabeth’s home during her pregnancy
- the arduous journey with Joseph to
Bethlehem to register for a census;
shelter in a stable because the town
is full; an uncomfortable labour in an
uncomfortable place, nowhere to lay the
child except in the feed trough of one of
the domestic stock. Tough times! Not the
stuff of Hollywood saviours at any rate!

The word “Immanuel” has long been
the description of Jesus that epitomises
Christmas for me. The word means “God
with us” and finds itself in many of our
Christmas carols, sprayed in fake snow
on windows and on the front of many
Christmas cards, and so it’s become
woven into the complex fabric that
makes up Christmas time in the western
world. But its origin is in Old Testament
prophecy. Isaiah 7:14 accurately depicts
the birth of Jesus to Mary saying “Look,
the virgin will conceive a child! She
will give birth to a son and will call Him
Immanuel (which means God with us).”
The word’s true significance is in the
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy that a
virgin would conceive a child and that
God Himself would be manifest in Him
and become the saviour of the world.

Despite that, the word “Immanuel” still
fits, however humble. God took on flesh
in the infant Jesus and His destiny as the
saviour of mankind resided in the pale
flesh of a new-born child.
One of the greatest revelations of my
Christian walk has been the presence of
Christ right here, right now. I have often
referred to it as the immediacy of Christ,
the presence of God in the very details of
my life. I say revelation because it wasn’t
always so. At the start of my journey
as a follower of Jesus, I had embraced
the principles of faith, I had chosen to

I’m sure if some Hollywood script
writer were to be tasked to write an epic
movie where the creator of the universe
were to become human and intervene
in the affairs of man saving him from
his relentless suffering, I’m sure the
script would look remarkably different
to the gospel narratives of Matthew and
Luke’s gospel accounts. Mary, a child
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yesterday, today and forever.” “He was,
and is and is to come” Jesus lived a fully
human life, He died a death on a cross
and was raised again after three days,
and has ascended to sit at the right hand
of the Father. He is alive, and through
the Holy Spirit who resides within the
believer’s heart, He is able to live in
relationship with every believer who
has ever and will ever live, He is forever
present.

believe in the meaning of Christ’s death
on the Cross; that He had taken my sin
in exchange for His righteousness and
I was now forgiven and free to live in
relationship with the Father. Even so, at
that stage I am convinced that I had only
taken on board the joy of that principle,
the truth attached to my decision to
accept Jesus by faith.
What unfolded as I walked that journey
however, was that I began to notice
the change in me and in the effect of
that decision on my circumstances. I
guess you could say I experienced the
“Immanuel principle”, I recognised God
with me.

I love the word “Immanuel” because
it sums up this point that Jesus is risen
and alive and in relationship with me
and with whoever would believe in
Him. Immanuel might have become a
Christmas word but it is a wonderful and
timeless Christmas present to the
whole world!

The significance of that truth can be
found in the very real evidence related
at both ends of the gospel accounts, a
manger with a child in it, and an empty
tomb. In the person of Jesus we have
God’s word made flesh, a humble child
born of a woman by the Holy Spirit, fully
God and fully man. He became present
in history and His mark upon it is our
salvation – “behold the lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world.”
And beyond the Cross, beyond the
tragedy of our sin which put Him there
is an empty tomb like a mouth crying
victory when all seems lost. Because
Christ IS risen, He IS alive and He IS
present. “Jesus Christ is the same
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The Fold
the

We are excited with all the events since our
last update. Philip and Retha du Plessis has
joined us at the Fold. They have become
outstanding co-workers, and we are getting so
much more work accomplished.
A huge event was the receipt of our certificate
from the social workers. We are now a
registered private hostel. After 3 years of
waiting, we can finally accept more children
into the Fold. Beginning January we will open
our third house to new children. Even more
awesome news: we are also opening our own
private home school centre. We have hired
a teacher to open our school in January for
grades 1-3. We opened our own crèche a few
months ago and Rosinah, our crèche teacher
is amazing. We had two teachers from the
US spend 6 weeks with us during the winter
school break and they did a great job with our
children.
We are currently in the USA fundraising for all
the growth the Fold is currently undergoing.
Our kids did well for prize giving in school.
We thank everyone for their support and
prayers. We wish you a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.

If you would like to help in any way,
here are our details:
Nedbank Lephalale
Current account # 1445126591
Branch # 144547

Fold

SA

Children's Home

“The Eternal Gift”
Paul Prince
“The lamb of God slain from the
foundation of the world” - this reveals
that God had a plan to redeem sinful
man from the very beginning.

God, who is love, sent His Son to show
us His love at the cross. In Romans
5, God demonstrates just how deep
this love for us is. While we were still
sinners (enemies of God) Christ died for
us. We deserved, as sinners, what Jesus
allowed to happen to Himself. God made
the first move, proving His love, by taking
upon Himself the punishment, suffering
and shame which was assigned for us.

Another name for Him is what God
told Moses about Himself. God told
Moses to say to captive Israel, “I am”
has sent me to you. “I am” means the
eternally existing One. So God made
a plan outside of our constraints, time
and space. The eternal God allows only
absolute perfection, absolute purity,
and absolute holiness in His presence.
The only One who ever achieved that
was and is Christ Jesus, the anointed
Saviour. That is why we celebrate His
birth into the earth, to live among us as
“Immanuel, God with us.” He came as
100% man, being born of a woman; but
also 100% God as to His perfection and
His power to save us.

In Romans 5 we also read words like
these:
Having now been justified Having been reconciled We shall be saved We have now received the reconciliationAll this is available through Christ’s life,
death and resurrection. We can also
see in this text, past, present and future
references. One could even conclude
that we:
Were saved, upon asking Christ into our
hearts -

The plan was announced to many but
revealed to all men at His birth. That
brings us to His purpose. Why did
Jesus leave the glory and splendour of
heaven knowing He would be despised
and rejected, suffer horribly, and have
broken fellowship with His much
beloved Father as He paid for our sins?

Are being saved, in our daily faith
journey Shall be saved, upon our exit from this
temporary life and entrance into the
eternal life -
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All of this is because of the eternal gift
from the eternal Father.

Ask God to change your desires to
match His desires. As you do the will of
God, the desire to do God’s will grows
and grows in your life.

There is effort involved in following
Christ, day by day, and yet that’s not
what saves us. It’s the eternal gift of
Jesus’ suffering and death that saves
us when we believe and receive that gift
as our own. The power to live true to
Christ comes in His victory over death,
condemnation, and the grave. He has
broken the power of these not only over
Himself, but for all who ever will believe
in Him and receive this free gift.

If you’ve died to sinful living that leads
to death and separation from God, then
the life you now live is by the power
and presence of the resurrected Christ.
A relationship with God through Christ
changes meaningless wearisome
toil into spiritual productivity and
purpose. Your first day in eternity starts
immediately upon receiving the eternal
gift freely offered to all.

The power to live a changed life is not
in us, it is in submitting to God’s control.

May the gift of gifts be yours this Christmas!
Text to enhance this article: Romans 5:6-11, 17, 20-21. Romans 6:1-4. Romans 8:1-2,
12-14. Romans 10: 8-14, 17. John 3:5-8, 14-15, 17-18. John 20:24-30.
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What light in Paris?
Shane Dowinton
Amongst the hate mail though, like a
brief shaft of sunlight on an overcast day,
is the odd positive comment. A young
man having lost his wife and facing a
future raising his 17 month old boy alone,
decided to make an anti-hate protest.
In his pain he wrote on Facebook, “I
choose not to hate” and in his heartfelt
and pained words we are halted in our
thinking as we are faced by a noble
quality. A young father and his four year
old child were interviewed by a journalist
as they lay flowers at a memorial for
the lost. The child was asked “What
has happened?” In innocence the child
explained that bad people have come into
his city and killed good people and they
must move. His father gently corrected
him saying that there are many good
people and bad people everywhere, they
would stay in Paris where they knew
life was good. Images of musicians
singing peace and love songs, Muslims
embracing fellow Parisians to comfort
them, a counter terrorist movement that
defies human logic.

To begin with, we are stunned aren’t
we? When confronted by the sadness
of human evil and its impact on
peaceful society we are shocked into
temporary silence as we take in all of
its implications. Paris, Friday the 13th
November, 2015, a city in cardiac arrest.
The tragedy of lives lost, young lives,
just going about their normal business,
a coffee with friends at the corner café,
spectators at a friendly international
soccer match, fans at a rock concert,
all these activities representative of
everyday European life and suddenly the
focus of attack.
In the wake of this human atrocity
the media and social networks have
buzzed with informed and uninformed
commentary. As the world processes its
grief online we get an insight into how
we differ in our thinking, how we grieve
healthily and unhealthily. Articles and
blogs full of hate and anger, bitterness
and prejudice, assault our senses and
would have us believe that there is no
hope, that we must heed our fears, shut
our borders, isolate ourselves from the
enemy. Better still, exterminate him!
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And here’s the thing. For every twenty
articles that perpetuate the hate and
the prejudice, one article is written or a
comment made that suggests a greater
value, a deeper meaning to life, a nobility
of thought that defies the demonstration
of evil. And that one comment trumps
all of the rest because it carries all the
weight of heaven behind it. They are
grace notes from a loving God because
they suggest a quality that only He

possesses but a quality that He will
distribute to those who will seek it.
As we process the aftermath of evil
we are faced with our deepest fears
of suffering, where is God? We must
examine what our eyes are telling us,
has God refused to intervene, has he
departed from the scene, or has he
chosen to beat this evil at a much deeper
level than we can possibly imagine?
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kid’s club
Lethabo – a Happy Place!

A great big thanks to all who
helpedforourspecialdays,those
whofurnishedthemeat,Sparwho
furnishedtherolls,theWaterberg
Academywhogaveofthemselvesin
loveforthecommunity,ourlovely
photographer,andalltheyouthwho
managed the events in a
wonderful way!
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kid’s club
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day
Their old familiar carols play,
Amd wild and sweet their word repeat
Of peace on earth goodwill to men.
I thought as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along the unbroken song
Of Peace on earth, goodwill to men.
And in despair I bowed my head,
“There is no peace on earth,” I said
“For hate is strong and mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good will to men.”
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep,
“God is not dead, nor doth He sleep.”
“The wrong shall fail, and right prevail
With peace on earth, goodwill to men.”
Till ringing, singing on its way,
The world revolves from night to day,
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime,
Of peace on earth, good will to men.
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