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SIN
1.

There is something which everyone claims to be against but which everyone does every day:

1.1

Sin against God

1.2

Sin = “Falling short”. Illustration = Target and arrow
Romans 3:23
23
for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God,

I John 5:17
17
All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin
that does not lead to death.

Romans 3:10
10
As it is written: “There is no one
righteous, not even one...”
2.

How else can we define sin?

2.1

Sin is selfishness

2.1.1

Sin in the garden

2.1.2

John’s definition

Genesis 3:1-6
1
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
2
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not
touch it, or you will die.’” 4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman.
5
“For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” 6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food
and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.
I John 2:15-17
15
Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father
is not in them. 16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass
away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.
2.1.3

Compare the Genesis 3:1-6 and I John 2:15-17 Scripture verses. How many times do our “good
deeds” have some trace of selfishness?

2.2

Sin is breaking God’s laws
I John 3:4
4
Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is
lawlessness.
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2.2.1

Sins of commission – disobedience, doing the wrong things

2.2.2

Sins of omission – not doing the right things
Philippians 4:4,6,8
4
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!
6
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
8
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—
think about such things.
Colossians 3:17,23
17
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.
23
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human
masters,
I Thessalonians 5:12-18
12
Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard among you,
who care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. 13 Hold them in the highest regard in love
because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 14 And we urge you, brothers and sisters,
warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be patient
with everyone. 15 Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always strive to do
what is good for each other and for everyone else. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually,
18
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

2.3

How can we adequately express how foul sin is?

2.3.1

Romans 1 and 2 show some of the wickedness of sin: Romans 1:18 – Ungodliness and
unrighteousness associated

2.3.2

I Corinthians 6:15-20 – Misuse of the body
Romans 1:18
18
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness
of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness,...21 For although they knew God, they
neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their
foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being
and birds and animals and reptiles. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of
their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.
I Corinthians 6:15-20
15
Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take the
members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not know that he who
unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, “The two will become
one flesh.” 17 But whoever is united with the Lord is one with him in spirit. 18 Flee from sexual
immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the body, but whoever sins sexually,
sins against their own body. 19 Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit,
who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at
a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.
Romans 1:29-31
29
They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters,
insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents;
31
they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy.
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Romans 1:29-31
29
They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters,
insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents;
31
they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy.
Romans 2:1-3
1
You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever
point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the
same things. 2 Now we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based
on truth. 3 So when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on them and yet do the same
things, do you think you will escape God’s judgment?...5 But because of your stubbornness and
your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath,
when his righteous judgment will be revealed.... 8 But for those who are self-seeking and who
reject the truth and follow evil, there will be
2.4

Sin is rebellion against God
Genesis 3:1-6
1
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
2
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not
touch it, or you will die.’” 4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman.
5
“For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” 6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food
and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.

2.5

Sin is what crucified Christ and still does
Hebrews 6:4-6
4
It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift,
who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and
the powers of the coming age 6 and who have fallen away, to be brought back to repentance.
To their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public
disgrace.

3.

But we so often justify sin:

3.1

“Extenuating circumstances”

3.2

Good intentions

3.3

Weakness of human nature

3.4

Everyone else is no better

3.5

Changing God’s Holy standards

3.6

Ignorance

4.

No amount of excuses or self-justification will alter the consequences of sin

4.1

God is perfect and Holy and will never bear sin in his presence

4.2

Romans 6:23 – “The wages of sin is death” – Separation from God
Romans 6:23
23
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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4.3

“The wrath of God”
Romans 1:18
18
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness
of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness,
Romans 2:5-9
5
But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath
against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. 6
God “will repay each person according to what they have done.” 7 To those who by persistence
in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. 8 But for those who
are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 9 There
will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the
Gentile;

4.4

Misery, alienation, rejection

4.5

”... Be sure your sins will find you out”
Numbers 32:23
23
“But if you fail to do this, you will be sinning against the LORD; and you may be sure that
your sin will find you out.

5.

The world is corrupted by sin – sinful man is lost and without hope in the world
Ephesians 2:12
12
remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel
and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.

6.

Jesus came to seek and to save what is lost
Luke 19:10
10
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

HE CAME TO SAVE YOU!
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THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF
CHRIST
1.

Understanding the Bible requires understanding WORDS

1.1

Several “legal” terms, words not commonly used

1.2

Definition: Dikaios = “righteous” innocent, holy, just, legal in behaviour, right, to actually and
perfectly be these things

2.

Now listen to a Scripture which uses this word and learn what God thinks of righteousness and
unrighteousness
Romans 2:2-13
2
Now we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on truth.
3
So when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do
you think you will escape God’s judgment? 4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his
kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to
repentance? 5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing
up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be
revealed. 6 God “will repay each person according to what they have done.” 7 To those who by
persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. 8 But for
those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and
anger. 9 There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew,
then for the Gentile; 10 but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the
Jew, then for the Gentile. 11 For God does not show favoritism. 12 All who sin apart from the law
will also perish apart from the law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the law. 13
For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those who obey
the law who will be declared righteous.

3.

God is “Ultimate Law”, the Standard, Law-maker, Judge, Orderer

3.1

The Law of God always contains perfect righteousness

3.2

God’s standard – perfectly in harmony with His character, nature and will

3.3

Absolutely right, just, holy

4.

God’s laws (terms of righteousness) delivered in a “Covenant”

4.1

Contract, constitution, agreement in legal form

4.2

Different covenants with different people down the ages

4.3

Recorded – The Word of God – terms of the covenant

5.

Righteousness = obeying God’s laws, covenant

5.1

Sin = transgressing God’s laws – I John 3:4

5.2

God demands perfect righteousness – James 2:10-11

5.3

There is none righteousness – Romans 3:10

5.4

No man is guiltless before God
I John 3:4
4
Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.
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James 2:10-11
10
For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of
it. 11 For he who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” If you
do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.
Romans 3:10
10
As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one;
6.

But prophecy foretold one who is righteous
Jeremiah 23:5-6
5
“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be
saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our
Righteous Savior.

6.1

Jesus is our righteous Lord
Hebrews 4:15
15
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.
John 8:46
46
Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me?
Hebrews 7:26
26
Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from
sinners, exalted above the heavens.
I Peter 1:19
19
but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.
I Peter 2:21-22
21
To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you
should follow in his steps. 22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

6.2

The uniqueness of Christ

6.3

He is worthy
I Peter 2:21-22
21
To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you
should follow in his steps. 22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
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Revelations 5:1-12
1
Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides
and sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is
worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” 3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the
earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 4 I wept and wept because no one was found
who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not
weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open
the scroll and its seven seals.” 6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at
the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had
seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 He
went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8 And when he had
taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each
one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of
God’s people. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to
open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons
from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10 You have made them to be a kingdom
and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”11 Then I looked and heard the
voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten
thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice
they were saying: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and
wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”
6.4

He lived the life that we should have lived!
CONCLUSION

1.

God still demands righteousness

2.

Where will it come from? Jeremiah 23:5-6 – “The Lord OUR righteousness”
Jeremiah 23:5-6
5
“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be
saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our
Righteous Savior.

3.

Romans 5:10 – Saved by his life
Romans 5:10
10
For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son,
how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!

4.

Something you can only find in Him

5.

Without Him there is no supply of righteousness

6.

You need Jesus!
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THE CROSS
1.

The Cross has always been central to the gospel message
I Corinthians 2:2-9
2
For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 I
came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling. 4 My message and my preaching were
not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5 so that
your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power.
God’s Wisdom Revealed by the Spirit
6
We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this
age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 No, we declare God’s wisdom, a
mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. 8 None
of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of
glory. 9 However, as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no
human mind has conceived”— the things God has prepared for those who love him—

1.1

Scripture says it was the message no one could guess

1.2

It was “God’s wisdom”

1.3

Galatians 6:14 – Paul considered the Cross worthy of boasting. Can the world understand that?
Galatians 6:14
14
May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has
been crucified to me, and I to the world.

2.

The Cross of eternal significance

2.1

Death of Christ more than an example of a martyr’s death

2.2

I Corinthians 15:3 – of “first importance”
I Corinthians 15:3
3
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures,

2.3

Revelations 13:8 – Lamb slain from the foundation of the world
Revelations 13:8
8
All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not been written in
the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb who was slain from the creation of the world.
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2.4

Detailed prophecies of His death 750 - 1000 B.C.:
Isaiah 53
1
Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 He
grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty
or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3 He was
despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from
whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 4 Surely he took
up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him,
and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all,
like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on
him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he
was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not
open his mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation
protested? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people
he was punished. 9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 10 Yet it was the LORD’s
will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life an offering for
sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his
hand. 11 After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my
righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will give him a
portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out
his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and
made intercession for the transgressors.
Verses from Isaiah 53

53:4

Bore our griefs and sorrows (in the garden)

53:7

All we like sheep have gone astray (disciples flee)

53:5b

Chastening and scourging

53:5

Pierced through

53:6b

Our iniquity to fall on Him

53:8a

Led away and cut off

53:8

Death undeserving

53:9

Burial with wicked and rich

53:10

Prolong His days (life after death)
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Psalm 22
1
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so far
from my cries of anguish? 2 My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, but I
find no rest. 3 Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the one Israel praises. 4 In you
our ancestors put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them. 5 To you they cried out
and were saved; in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 6 But I am a worm and not
a man, scorned by everyone, despised by the people. 7 All who see me mock me; they hurl
insults, shaking their heads. 8 “He trusts in the LORD,” they say, “let the LORD rescue him. Let
him deliver him, since he delights in him.” 9 Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made
me trust in you, even at my mother’s breast. 10 From birth I was cast on you; from my mother’s
womb you have been my God. 11 Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one
to help. 12 Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me. 13 Roaring lions that tear
their prey open their mouths wide against me. 14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones
are out of joint. My heart has turned to wax; it has melted within me. 15 My mouth is dried up
like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death.
16
Dogs surround me, a pack of villains encircles me; they pierce my hands and my feet. 17 All my
bones are on display; people stare and gloat over me. 18 They divide my clothes among them
and cast lots for my garment. 19 But you, LORD, do not be far from me. You are my strength;
come quickly to help me. 20 Deliver me from the sword, my precious life from the power of the
dogs. 21 Rescue me from the mouth of the lions; save me from the horns of the wild oxen. 22 I will
declare your name to my people; in the assembly I will praise you. 23 You who fear the LORD,
praise him! All you descendants of Jacob, honor him! Revere him, all you descendants of Israel!
24
For he has not despised or scorned the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden his
face from him but has listened to his cry for help. 25 From you comes the theme of my praise
in the great assembly; before those who fear you I will fulfill my vows. 26 The poor will eat and
be satisfied; those who seek the LORD will praise him—may your hearts live forever! 27 All the
ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations will
bow down before him, 28 for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules over the nations. 29 All
the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to the dust will kneel before him—
those who cannot keep themselves alive. 30 Posterity will serve him; future generations will be
told about the Lord. 31 They will proclaim his righteousness, declaring to a people yet unborn:
He has done it!
Verses from Psalm 22
22:1

His cry on the Cross

22:6-8

Ridiculed

22:12-17

Suffering (demons?)

22:16

Pierce hands and feet

22:18

Divide garments

22:19-21

Saved from Satan’s power

3.

What does the Cross mean to you?

3.1

While we were sinners, He died – Romans 5:6-10
Romans 5:6-10
6
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might
possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall
we be saved from God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were
reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall
we be saved through his life!
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3.1.1

His death was for YOU and BECAUSE of you

3.1.2

It was because of God’s love to you

3.1.3

His death saves us from God’s wrath

3.2

Nothing has meaning if we forget the Cross

3.2.1

Baptism – Colossians 2:12, Romans 6:3-11
Colossians 2:12
12
having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your
faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.
Romans 6:3-11
3
Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with
him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the
body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—
7
because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we
believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the
dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died
to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 In the same way, count yourselves
dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

3.2.2

The Lord’s Supper
II Corinthians 10:16
16
so that we can preach the gospel in the regions beyond you. For we do not want to boast
about work already done in someone else’s territory.

II Corinthians 11:26-27
26
I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from
bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in
danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. 27 I have labored
and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often
gone without food; I have been cold and naked.
3.2.3

Reconciliation
Romans 5:10
10
For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son,
how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!

3.2.4

The resurrection and glorification
Philippians 2:8-11
8
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
death—even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him
the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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3.2.5

Eternal life – He paid the price
Romans 6:23
23
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

3.3

The Cross is planted in your path
Matthew 16:24-26
24
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but
whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to gain the whole
world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?

3.3.1

He died to do things for you and also to do things to you
Romans 6:5-13
5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with
him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the
body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—
7
because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we
believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the
dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died
to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 In the same way, count yourselves
dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body
so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to
life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness.
CONCLUSION
Galatians 2:20
Galatians 2:20
20
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live
in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Have you died to the old life, aims, loyalties, habits, behaviour?
Have you allowed Him to take control?
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JUSTIFICATION BY
IMPUTATION
1.

Problem: How can God who is supremely just, pure, holy – justify the ungodly?

1.1

Define: “Justification” – (legal word as is “righteous” related term) to declare innocent, free
acquitted

1.2

Righteousness is to be innocent – Justification is the declaration of the Judge that one is to be
considered righteous (right) before the Law

2.

GOD still requires righteousness!

2.1

But “there is none righteous”, Romans 3:10
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Romans 3:10
10
As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one;
2.2

Where is this righteousness to come from?

3.

God is still just!

3.1

And “the wages of sin” is still death! Romans 6:23

3.2

And “all have sinned” – Romans 3:23

3.3

Who pays the price for sin?

4.

If Salvation is based on what is in me, I can never have clear conscience before God

4.1

lsaiah 64:6 – “all our “righteousness are as filthy rags”

4.2

Romans 7:18 – “in my flesh dwells no good thing”

5.

Why can’t God (all powerful) just forgive us our sins?

5.1

Because the binding claims of the Law must be satisfied

5.2

God is a God of order – He must keep His Word

5.3

Law – constitution of the Universe

5.4

God must uphold moral order of universe

5.6

God cannot overlook the terrible evil of sin; without becoming less than perfect Himself
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6.

God’s perfect solution: Romans 3:21-26
Romans 3:21-26
21
But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the
Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all
who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption
that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the
shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness,
because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it
to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies
those who have faith in Jesus.

6.1

All have sinned so Salvation has to be an undeserved gift. God overlooks our sins – only by
putting them on Christ

6.2

He is still just but also the justifier

6.3

Man is declared innocent because Christ took on Him the guilt

6.3.1

I Corinthians 15:3 – Christ died for our sins

6.3.2

Galatians 3:13 – He became a curse for us

6.3.3

I Peter 3:18 – Suffered for the unjust

6.3.4

Mark 10:45 – Gave His life for (instead of) many

6.3.5

II Corinthians 5:21 – He “became sin” that we might become “righteous”

6.4

We are saved by imputed righteousness

6.4.1

“Reckoned”, concluded, calculated, to be righteous – by trusting Christ

6.4.2

God will not overlook sin – except at the cost of Calvary!

6.4.3

God credited Him with our sin – and its results – Death

6.4.4

Only Christ’s perfection earns salvation

7.

JUSTIFICATION – by faith in Christ

7.1

Declared righteous (not “made” righteous)

7.2

“Just as if”

7.2.1

Christ treated “as if” He were a sinner

7.2.2

We are treated “as if” we had never sinned

7.3

‘”Mine are Christ’s living doing and speaking, His suffering and dying, mine as much as if I had
lived, done, spoken, suffered and died as He did.” (Luther)
CONCLUSION

1.

Christ’s suffering displays terrible evil of sinning

2.

Salvation – only in JESUS! His dying and dying for you, His experience – not yours – FOR us,
not IN us

3.

World looks INWARD for meaning – see the results LOOK AT CHRIST
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SAVING FAITH
1.

Some things are so familiar that it is a shock to realize we actually know little about Him

1.1

Illustration = Colour of eyes of friend seen thousands of times, or accurate definition of word
often used

1.2

“Faith” is just such a thing – much used but so very often misused

2.

No man can be saved without faith
Hebrews 11:6
6
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

2.1

Some things are absolutely essential to salvation

2.1.1

God’s part – He has done

2.1.2

Man’s part – can be Summed up in one word – FAITH

2.2

Romans 5:4; John 3:16; Acts 16:30-31
Romans 5:4
4
perseverance, character; and character, hope.
John 3:16
16
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.
Acts 16:30-31
30
He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 They replied,
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.”

2.3

So we’d better know what faith is

3.

Some misconceptions of what faith is:

3.1

Blind faith: “that’s just one of those things you have to accept by faith” (meaning, “without
evidence”)

3.2

That faith is some special inner characteristic which makes a person somehow better
Hebrews 11:1
1
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.
Romans 10:17
17
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the
word about Christ.
Luke 1:1-4
1
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among
us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses
and servants of the word. 3 With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated
everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent
Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.
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3.3

Faith is directed OUTSIDE ourselves

3.4

“Faith” means: dependence upon, trust, commitment, reliance

3.4.1

The heart is assured of the adequacy of the evidence

3.4.2

The life is committed to dependence on the facts

3.5

Commitment – same word as in Luke 16:11; Galatians 2:17
Luke 16:11
11
So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true
riches?
Galatians 2:17
17
“But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, we Jews find ourselves also among the sinners,
doesn’t that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not!

3.6

Faith is only as good as the truth of the facts the reliability of the object of faith

5.

Saving faith is faith in the only one who saves

5.1

Knowing and accepting the evidence (Word) of what Jesus Christ has done for us (sinless life,
atoning death, victorious resurrection, glorification on high)

5.2

Faith – total dependence for salvation - on Jesus Christ

5.3

Total faith – faith which includes everything

5.3.1

Romans 14:23 – Whatever not of faith is sin
Romans 14:23
23
But whoever has doubts is condemned if they eat, because their eating is not from faith; and
everything that does not come from faith is sin.

5.3.2

A faith which works (baptism)
Galatians 3:26-27
26
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

5.4

Not act of having faith – but the OBJECT of the faith – Jesus

5.5

Value of faith depends on the sufficiency of Jesus Christ

5.6

Faith in Jesus PLUS anything is NOT “faith” in Jesus rejects His sufficiency

6.

What are you relying on to justify you?

6.1

Sincerity? Good deeds? Good intentions? Denominational membership? Doctrinal accuracy?

6.2

Romans 4:5 – Faith in Jesus IMPUTED as righteousness – HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS SAVES
Romans 4:5
5
However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is
credited as righteousness.
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5.4

Not act of having faith – but the OBJECT of the faith – Jesus

5.5

Value of faith depends on the sufficiency of Jesus Christ

5.6

Faith in Jesus PLUS anything is NOT “faith” in Jesus rejects His sufficiency

6.

What are you relying on to justify you?

6.1

Sincerity? Good deeds? Good intentions? Denominational membership? Doctrinal accuracy?

6.2

Romans 4:5 – Faith in Jesus IMPUTED as righteousness – HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS SAVES
Romans 4:5
5
However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is
credited as righteousness.

6.3

Some people have never taken one step in faith

6.4

Always something in reserve – to fall back on

6.5

Faith in Jesus means – If he were to fail your whole life is ruined!

6.6

Totally depend on Him!
You can trust Him!
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THE RESURRECTION
Acts 26:22-23
22
But God has helped me to this very day; so I stand here and testify to small and great alike.
I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen— 23 that the
Messiah would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would bring the message of light
to his own people and to the Gentiles.”
1.

Centrality of the resurrection to the faith

1.1

At least 67 direct and plain references in N.T.

1.2

Apostles chosen to be witnesses of resurrection
Acts 1:8,22
8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 22 beginning from John’s
baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness
with us of his resurrection.”
Acts 2:2
2
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole
house where they were sitting.
Acts 3:15
15
You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this.
Acts 4:33
33
With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And
God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all
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1.3

Prime message of early church
Acts 2
1
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were
sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each
of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as
the Spirit enabled them. 5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every
nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment,
because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked:
“Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in
our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near
Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear
them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked
one another, “What does this mean?” 13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They
have had too much wine.”
Peter Addresses the Crowd
14
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews
and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15
These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what
was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 “‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all
people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men
will dream dreams. 18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in
those days, and they will prophesy. 19 I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on
the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. 20 The sun will be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 21 And
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this:
Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which
God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over to you
by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him
to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the
agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25 David said about
him: “‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.
26
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest in hope,27 because
you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, you will not let your holy one see decay.
28
You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.’ 29
“Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and
his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on
oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, he
spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead,
nor did his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 33
Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and
has poured out what you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he
said, “‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand 35 until I make your enemies a footstool
for your feet.”’ 36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom
you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the
heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 Peter replied,
“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your
children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 40 With many
other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt
generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand
were added to their number that day.
The Fellowship of the Believers
42
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the
apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property
and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together
in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their
number daily those who were being saved.

Making Jesus Central: The Resurrection

6-2

Acts 3
1
One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the
afternoon. 2 Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried to the temple gate called
Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. 3 When
he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 4 Peter looked straight at him,
as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!” 5 So the man gave them his attention, expecting to
get something from them. 6 Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have
I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 7 Taking him by the right hand, he
helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. 8 He jumped to his feet
and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and
praising God. 9 When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 they recognized him
as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were
filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.
Peter Speaks to the Onlookers
11
While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running
to them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade. 12 When Peter saw this, he said to them:
“Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power
or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of
our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned
him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous
One and asked that a murderer be released to you. 15 You killed the author of life, but God
raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this man
whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through
him that has completely healed him, as you can all see. 17 “Now, fellow Israelites, I know that
you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold
through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn to
God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20
and that he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus. 21 Heaven
must receive him until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago
through his holy prophets. 22 For Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet
like me from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you. 23 Anyone who
does not listen to him will be completely cut off from their people.’ 24 “Indeed, beginning with
Samuel, all the prophets who have spoken have foretold these days. 25 And you are heirs of the
prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, ‘Through your
offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.’ 26 When God raised up his servant, he sent him
first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.”
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Acts 4
1
The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John
while they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the apostles
were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized Peter
and John and, because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. 4 But many who
heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed grew to about five thousand.
5
The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the
high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest’s
family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: “By what
power or what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them:
“Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness
shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you
and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified
but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is “‘the
stone you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone.’ 12 Salvation is found in no one
else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.”
13
When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled,
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.
14
But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was
nothing they could say. 15 So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then
conferred together. 16 “What are we going to do with these men?” they asked. “Everyone living
in Jerusalem knows they have performed a notable sign, and we cannot deny it. 17 But to stop
this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn them to speak no
longer to anyone in this name.” 18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to
speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s
eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be the judges! 20 As for us, we cannot help speaking about
what we have seen and heard.” 21 After further threats they let them go. They could not decide
how to punish them, because all the people were praising God for what had happened. 22 For
the man who was miraculously healed was over forty years old.
The Believers Pray
23
On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the
chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their voices
together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the earth
and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your
servant, our father David: “‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings
of the earth rise up and the rulers band together against the Lord and against his anointed
one.’ 27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of
Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did
what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their
threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your
hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31
After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.
The Believers Share Their Possessions
32
All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions
was their own, but they shared everything they had.
33
With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And
God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among
them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money
from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had
need. 36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of
encouragement”), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the
apostles’ feet.
1.4

Prime message of early church
Romans 1:4
4
and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power by his
resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.

Making Jesus Central: The Resurrection

6-4

1.5

Resurrection is of “first importance”
I Corinthians 15:3-4
3
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according
to the Scriptures,

1.6

Without resurrection, faith is worthless, still in sin
I Corinthians 15:17
17
And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.

1.7

Scripture credibility at stake if resurrection not true
I Corinthians 15:15
15
More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified
about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are
not raised.

1.8

Death is the end – unless there is a resurrection
I Corinthians 15:16-19
16
For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17 And if Christ has not
been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen
asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most
to be pitied.

2.

Our “hope” depends on an event in the past

2.1

”Gospel” (good news) is historical
I Corinthians 15:1-4
1
Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you
received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold
firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 3 For what I received
I passed on to you as of first importance[a]: that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,

2.2

Christ is the firstborn from the dead
Colossians 1:18
18
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among
the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.

2.3

His resurrection is imputed to us
Ephesians 1:20
20
he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms,
Ephesians 2:4-9
4
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even
when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us
up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in
the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness
to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.
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Galatians 2:20
20
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live
in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Colossians 3:1
1
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God.
Romans 6:3-11
3
Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him
in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body
ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because
anyone who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that
we will also live with him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot
die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for
all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but
alive to God in Christ Jesus.
3.

All we have to hope for depends on the resurrection

3.1

Our hope
Ephesians 4:4
4
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called;

3.2

Our hope based on His resurrection
I Corinthians 15:16-19
16
For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17 And if Christ has not
been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen
asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most
to be pitied.
I Peter 1:3-4
3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you,
I Peter 1:20-21
20
He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your
sake. 21 Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and
so your faith and hope are in God.

3.3

He is coming again (The second coming is without meaning except in the resurrection)

3.4

When He comes, we will be resurrected
John 14:1-3
1
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house
has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a
place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with
me that you also may be where I am
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I Thessalonians 4:13-18
13
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death,
so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have
fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who
are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.
16
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of
the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After
that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one
another with these words.

Romans 8:11
11
And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.
3.5

We will be resurrected in new bodies – (life is not to be a disembodied spirit)
II Corinthians 4:7-14
7
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God
and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in
despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry
around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our
body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his
life may also be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work
in you. 13 It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” Since we have that same spirit of
faith, we also believe and therefore speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the
Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you to himself.
I Corinthians 15:51-57
51
Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be
raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with
the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come
true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 55 “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O
death, is your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks
be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
I John 3:2
2
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.
But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.
Philippians 3:20-21
20
But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.
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4.

This is the first resurrection
Revelation 20:4-6
4
I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw
the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because
of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its
mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand
years. 5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This
is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. The
second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will
reign with him for a thousand years.
CONCLUSION
Who shall be raised? - The dead in Christ.
Are you in Christ?
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07

BAPTISM
Galatians 3:26-29
26
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave
nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
1.

The theme of every sermon: Jesus is everything!
John 14:6
6
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.
I Corinthians 2:2
2
For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.
I Corinthians 15:2-3
2
By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you
have believed in vain. 3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures,

2.

Nothing in the Faith has meaning apart from Christ’s sinless life, atoning death, triumphant
resurrection and glorification

3.

We are justified by faith in Christ Jesus

3.1

Faith is dependence upon, trust in – apart from ourselves

3.2

We look at what Christ did on our behalf – He died for our sins, was raised to victorious new life

3.3

He did it for us
Titus 3:5
5
he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved
us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,

3.4

Need to counteract the idea that in baptism one is achieving salvation for himself

4.

We have every spiritual blessing in Christ
Ephesians 1:3
3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.

4.1

In Christ we have: new covenant or agreement; we’re made to belong to Him – His body;
we’re transferred from OUTSIDE to INSIDE or from darkness to His kingdom of light
Colossians 1:13
13
For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the
Son he loves,

Making Jesus Central: Baptism

7-1

4.2

When we are “in Christ” everything which applies to Christ applies to us

4.3

“For me to live is Christ, and to die is to gain”

5.

This faith which puts us into Christ is an obedient faith

5.1

Faith obeys – requires action
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Hebrews 11
1
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is
what the ancients were commended for. 3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed
at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 4 By faith
Abel brought God a better offering than Cain did. By faith he was commended as righteous,
when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith Abel still speaks, even though he is dead. 5
By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death: “He could not be
found, because God had taken him away.” For before he was taken, he was commended as
one who pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
7
By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his
family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in
keeping with faith. 8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as
his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith
he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents,
as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking
forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 And by faith even
Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she considered
him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead,
came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the
seashore. 13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the
things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that
they were foreigners and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are
looking for a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they
would have had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country—a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city
for them. 17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had
embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God had
said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 19 Abraham reasoned
that God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back
from death. 20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future. 21 By faith Jacob,
when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top of
his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites
from Egypt and gave instructions concerning the burial of his bones. 23 By faith Moses’ parents
hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and
they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to
be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people
of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He regarded disgrace for the sake
of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his
reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw
him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the application of blood, so that the
destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 29 By faith the people passed
through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned.
30
By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the army had marched around them for seven days.
31
By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those
who were disobedient. 32 And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon,
Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through faith
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the
mouths of lions, 34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose
weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign
armies. 35 Women received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were
tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better resurrection. 36 Some
faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were put to death by
stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins
and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 38 the world was not worthy of them.
They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground. 39 These
were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised,
40
since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be
made perfect.
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5.2

It obeys the gospel
I Peter 4:17
17
For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it begins with us, what will
the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God?

5.3

Obedience of faith
Romans 16:26
26
but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the
eternal God, so that all the Gentiles might come to the obedience that comes from faith—

5.4

Work of faith – I Thessalonians 1:3; II Thessalonians 1:11 – a working faith or faith which works,
not faith alone
I Thessalonians 1:3
3
We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted
by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
II Thessalonians 1:11
11
With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his
calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness and your
every deed prompted by faith.

5.5

Baptism saves because faith saves. Faith saves because Jesus saves
I Peter 3:21
21
and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the
body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ,

6.

Baptism is part of faith
Galatians 3:26-27
26
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

6.1

Baptism ties in with Christ’s doing, dying and raising. It pictures His death, burial and
resurrection
Romans 6:3-7
3
Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with
him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the
body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—
7
because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.
Colossians 2:12-13
12
having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your
faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 When you were dead in your sins
and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our
sins,

Making Jesus Central: Baptism

7-4

6.2

Reject baptism – reject Lordship of Jesus – No true faith (commitment) – rebellious, disobedient –
dead faith – James 2:26 – show contempt for His death and resurrection
James 2:26
26
As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.

7.

Who can be baptised?

7.1

Mark 16:16 – those who are believers (not infants)
Mark 16:16
16
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be
condemned.

7.2

Those who repent, receive the Word
Acts 2:38,41
38
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
41
Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to
their number that day.

7.3

Those who choose for themselves

7.4

Those who sell out to Christ; name Him Lord; turn their lives over to Him completely

7.5

Those who trust in His saving life; His death and His resurrection
Galatians 3:26-27
26
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

7.6

Those who accept the terms of the Covenant.
Luke 22:20
20
In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in
my blood, which is poured out for you.
Romans 5:1
1
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ,
Romans 5:8-10
8
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for
us. 9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from
God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him
through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved
through his life!
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Romans 6:3-6
3
Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with
him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the
body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—
8.

Who cannot be baptised?

8.1

Those who do not believe

8.2

Those who don’t repent and turn to Him

8.3

Those who don’t make Jesus their Lord

8.4

Those who refuse to give up ownership of themselves

9.

Because baptism is the sign and seal of the covenant

9.1

Refuse baptism – like refusing to sign the contract

9.2

Like saying, “I make You Lord, but I refuse to do what You say.” UNTHINKABLE

10.

Baptism is not a work of merit– achieving salvation for ourselves

10.1

It is a work of faith – looks to Christ

10.2

Finds meaning in what He has done on our behalf

10.3

Speaks of our open, public alignment with Him

10.4

It is our public announcement of our commitment to Him
CONCLUSION
Baptism is the point of no return–
Your name signed on the line–
Galatians 2:20
20
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live
in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
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THE COVENANT
Hebrews 8:6-8
6
But in fact the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which
he is mediator is superior to the old one, since the new covenant is established on better
promises. 7 For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have
been sought for another. 8 But God found fault with the people and said: “The days are coming,
declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the
people of Judah.
1.

The “New Covenant”

1.1

The way of following Christ called “new covenant”

1.2

Christian scriptures called “New Testament”

1.3

Few understand the importance and significance of this

2.

The way of Christ – misunderstood
Acts 24:14
14
However, I admit that I worship the God of our ancestors as a follower of the Way, which they
call a sect. I believe everything that is in accordance with the Law and that is written in the
Prophets,
Acts 28:22
22
But we want to hear what your views are, for we know that people everywhere are talking
against this sect.”

2.1

Term “Christianity” not in the Bible

2.1.1

Emphasis on system or way of thought, a type of religion

2.1.2

This is a FALSE CONCEPTION of the Church!

2.2

Christ’s way is NOT:

2.2.1

A group of religious institutions called “churches”

2.2.2

A set of ethical teachings

2.2.3

A particular group of religious writings

2.2.4

A philosophy of life as devised by a certain great teacher

2.2.5

A set of rules which makes us acceptable to God

3.

It is the Great Covenant

3.1

The ultimate in a series of serious and binding contracts between God and man; TREATY

3.2

Legal term – like a constitution or a will, agreement
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4.

God has certain ways He has always done this

4.1

He, as the Superior, sets the terms

4.2

Specific responsibilities on both sides; promises, blessings, protection in return for obedience,
loyalty, subservience

4.3

Made binding by a solemn ceremony

5.

Jesus calls it the “New Covenant in My blood”
Luke 22:20
20
In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in
my blood, which is poured out for you.

5.1

Christ died to make it possible for us to make peace with God – against Whom we have
rebelled

5.2

He did what man cannot do; Meet God’s demands for absolute obedience; perfect holiness

5.3

He suffered the punishment which sinful man deserves

5.4

He offers the eternal benefits of His life, death, resurrection to us

5.5

He does it by offering a COVENANT

5.5.1

You may enter into a contract with Him

5.5.2

You must forfeit self-ownership, make Him owner, Lord, master

5.5.3

Sign and seal of those who enter this covenant relationship, baptism & the Lord’s
Supper
CONCLUSION

A. Illustration = Army. Sign the documents, become government property. Your duty; loyalty and obedience –
Commander’s duty; provide for you and turn you into a soldier
B. God took this so seriously that He gave His only begotten Son
(John 3:16)
Will you treat it seriously enough to sign away ownership of your life in return for eternal salvation?
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REPENTANCE
Matthew 12:38-41
38
Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, “Teacher, we want to see a
sign from you.” 39 He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none
will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was three days and three
nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the
heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation
and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now something greater than
Jonah is here.
1.

Ninevah has a revival because Ninevah repented (in fact, SURVIVAL even more than REVIVAL)

2.

In spiritually dead lives and churches, there will be neither REVIVAL nor SURVIVAL until there is
true REPENTANCE!

3.

Repentance: the message of Jesus – Matthew 4:17; of John the Baptist – Matthew 3:2;
of the Apostles – Acts 3:19; the commission to the Church – Luke 24:47
Matthew 4:17
17
From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near.”
Matthew 3:2
2
and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
Acts 3:19
19
Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing
may come from the Lord,
Luke 24:47
47
and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem.

4.

WHAT IS IT TO “REPENT”?

4.1

Repent – to think again; to change mind

4.2

More than “being sorry”

4.1.1

Associated with sorrow – Luke 10:13 – sackcloth, ashes
Luke 10:13
13
“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed
in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in
sackcloth and ashes.

Making Jesus Central: Repentance

9-1

4.1.2

Godly sorrow leads to repentance
II Corinthians 7:8-11
8
Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret it—I see that
my letter hurt you, but only for a little while— 9 yet now I am happy, not because you were
made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as
God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. 10 Godly sorrow brings repentance
that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 11 See what this
godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what
indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At
every point you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter.

4.1.3

Illustration = If you are going the wrong way and turn to another wrong way, you will still never
reach the destination!

4.1.4

If we didn’t have Christ to turn to, everything would be hopeless

4.1.5

Repentance is a gift of God – II Timothy 2:25 – because Christ is God’s gift to us
II Timothy 2:25
25
Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance
leading them to a knowledge of the truth,

4.1.6

What goals, habits, hobbies, ambitious, interests, loves of YOUR life are not aimed straight
toward Christ?

4.1.7

Some people want to turn toward Christ without turning from selfishness and sin! (Illustration =
riding two horses in opposite directions) Matthew 6:24 – Cannot serve two masters
Matthew 6:24
24
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

6.

What happens when you turn to Christ and then turn away?
Hebrews 6:1-6
1
Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken forward to
maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of
faith in God, 2 instruction about cleansing rites, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the
dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And God permitting, we will do so. 4 It is impossible for those who
have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy
Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age
6
and who have fallen away, to be brought back to repentance. To their loss they are crucifying
the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace.

6.1

Crucify Christ afresh

6.2

Put Him to OPEN SHAME!

6.3

REPENTANCE MUST ALSO BE OPEN! CONFESSION AND REPENTANCE GO HAND-IN-HAND!
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CONCLUSION
1.

Nobody wants to repent

2.

But can you afford to let fear, shame, pride stand between you and Christ?
II Peter 3:9-11
9
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 10 But
the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements
will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. 11 Since
everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live
holy and godly lives
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BORN AGAIN
John 3:3-7
3
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born
again.” 4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they
cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly
I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit.
6
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my
saying, ‘You must be born again.’
1.

“Born again” is a much misused expression

1.1

Often hear “Born again Christian” which is the only kind of Christian there is

1.2

Usually what is meant is that the individual has experienced a renewing, an internal change, as a
result of a personal commitment to Christ

1.3

This commitment and change are essential to our salvation, BUT I intend to demonstrate from
scripture that this is the RESULT of being “born again”, which is something apart from our
experience

2.

Consider first our text:

2.1

“Born again”

2.2

Can mean “again” or more often “from above”

2.3

Nicodemus obviously understood it to be “a second time”

2.4

Jesus used the word in vs. 31 as “from above”
John 3:31
31
The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the
earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above all.

2.5

Without this “rebirth” we cannot see the Kingdom. Born of earth – see earth. Born of heaven –
see heaven

3.

What is it to be “born again” or “from above”

3.1

I Peter 1:3-5, 23 (different word than John 3)
I Peter 1:3-5,23
3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you,
5
who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready
to be revealed in the last time.
23
For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living
and enduring word of God.

3.2

I Corinthians 15:50 – flesh and blood cannot inherit Kingdom
I Corinthians 15:50
50
I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God,
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.
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3.3

Christ’s resurrection gives us this hope – future

3.4

Matthew 19:28 – regeneration – refers to Kingdom – future
Matthew 19:28
28
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits
on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel.

3.5

THEREFORE – JESUS in John 3 refers to RESURRECTION

3.6

It is not an internal change or experience which occurs at your conversion
John 3
Jesus Teaches Nicodemus
1
Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.”
3
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born
again.” 4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they
cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly
I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit.
6
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at
my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound,
but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the
Spirit.” 9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do
you not understand these things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we
testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken
to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly
things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son
of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted
up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 16 For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the
world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only
Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of
light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come
into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes
into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the
sight of God.
John Testifies Again About Jesus
22
After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean countryside, where he spent some
time with them, and baptized. 23 Now John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because
there was plenty of water, and people were coming and being baptized. 24 (This was before
John was put in prison.) 25 An argument developed between some of John’s disciples and a
certain Jew over the matter of ceremonial washing.
26
They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of
the Jordan—the one you testified about—look, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.”
27
To this John replied, “A person can receive only what is given them from heaven. 28 You
yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah but am sent ahead of him.’ 29 The
bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for
him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now
complete. 30 He must become greater; I must become less.” 31 The one who comes from above
is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the
earth. The one who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He testifies to what he has seen and
heard, but no one accepts his testimony. 33 Whoever has accepted it has certified that God is
truthful. 34 For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit
without limit. 35 The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. 36 Whoever
believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath
remains on them.
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4.

It was experience first by Jesus at the Resurrection
Colossians 1:18
18
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among
the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.

5.

We claim the benefits of His rebirth from the dead by faith

5.1

I John 5:1; 5-8
I John 5:1; 5-8
1
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the
father loves his child as well.
5
Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.
6
This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only,
but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.
7
For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in
agreement.

5.2

Titus 3:5 – based not on anything in us
Titus 3:5
5
he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved
us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,

5.3

“Washing” end “water” mentioned in John 3:5; I John 5:6-9; Titus 3:5 and Ephesians 5:26 –
Compare this with Romans 6:3-6 in which we claim the benefits of the resurrection and new life
in believers’ baptism
John 3:5
5
Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are
born of water and the Spirit.
I John 5:6-9
6
This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only,
but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.
7
For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in
agreement. 9 We accept human testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the
testimony of God, which he has given about his Son.
Titus 3:5
5
he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved
us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,

Ephesians 5:26
26
to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word,
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Romans 6:3-6
3
Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with
him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the
body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—
5.4

I Corinthians 15:20 – Jesus the first fruits
I Corinthians 15:20
20
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen
asleep.

6.

We shall personally experience the fulfillment at our own resurrection – future

6.1

See again Matthew 19:28 – Reign with Him in “Regeneration”
Matthew 19:28
28
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits
on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel.

6.2

Romans 8:28 Jesus – firstborn among many brethren
Romans 8:28
28
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose.

6.3

I Corinthians 15:20 – Jesus the first fruits
I Corinthians 15:20
20
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen
asleep.
CONCLUSION

1.

For these “in Christ”, His life, His death, His resurrection are counted as ours just AS IF we had
lived His life died His death and experienced His rebirth by heaven’s power from the death

2.

It is ours by faith now – one day by experience

3.

Are you trusting Jesus and looking for your new birth – resurrection – when He comes again
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NEW LIFE IN CHRIST
1.

God promises NEW LIFE to His people
Romans 6:4
4
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
II Corinthians 5:17
17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is
here!

2.

It’s worth being a Christian NOW and in the Coming Life
I Timothy 4:9
9
This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance.

3.

BUT the REASON for being a Christian is NOT present benefits (happiness, peace, prosperity
etc.)
Matthew 6:25
25
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes?

I Corinthians 15:19
If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

19

Luke 9:24
For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it.

24

James 4:14
14
Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist
that appears for a little while and then vanishes.
4.

FIRST THINGS FIRST – ETERNAL LIFE
Luke 18:23-30
23
When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. 24 Jesus looked at
him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 25 Indeed, it is easier for
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom
of God.” 26 Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?” 27 Jesus replied, “What
is impossible with man is possible with God.” 28 Peter said to him, “We have left all we had
to follow you!” 29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife or
brothers or sisters or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 30 will fail to receive
many times as much in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.”
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John 11:25
25
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live,
even though they die;
John 5:29
29
and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done
what is evil will rise to be condemned.
John 14:6
6
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.
II Timothy 1:10
10
but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has
destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
Romans 1:17
17
For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from
first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”
4.1

THE NEW LIFE which really matters is not now but on the great Day of His return!

5.

The blessings we experience NOW are real and important – but are a small foretaste of what is
to come

5.1

After Christ’s resurrection – Glorification
Ephesians 1:19-21
19
and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty
strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name
that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.

5.2

When we shall be resurrected we shall be glorified with Him
Romans 8:18
18
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be
revealed in us.
Colossians 3:4
4
When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

5.3

NEW LIFE NOW is the “deposit” (pledge) of the far greater NEW LIFE TO COME
Ephesians 1:13-14
13
And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,
14
who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s
possession—to the praise of his glory.
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5.4

Christ in you must make a difference!
Galatians 2:20
20
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live
in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
CONCLUSION
ALREADY have eternal life.
John 3:36
36
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for
God’s wrath remains on them.
John 5:24
24
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life
and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.
Enjoy it now – but the GOOD PART is still to COME!
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MAKING JESUS LORD
Romans 10:8-10
8
But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the
message concerning faith that we proclaim: 9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,”
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with
your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your
faith and are saved.
1.

“Jesus is Lord!”: the watchword of Christians throughout the centuries

2.

The briefest possible definition of a Christian:

2.1

One who makes Jesus their Lord

2.2

Not one “confesses” only
Philippians 2:9-11
9
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every
name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.

2.3

Those who make Him Lord and say so (confess it)

3.

LORD – what do we mean?

3.1

“Adoni” – Jewish name for God, Jehovah

3.2

All power; Creator; Master of Heaven and Earth; Ruler; The Exalted One; The Supreme, final,
absolute Owner; Possessor; Maker; Law-giver; Monarch; God!

3.3

Even Lord over death by virtue of resurrection
Romans 10:19
19
Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says, “I will make you envious by those
who are not a nation; I will make you angry by a nation that has no understanding.”
Acts 2:24
24
But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was
impossible for death to keep its hold on him.

4.

Do you believe this to be a fact?

5.

Then what are you doing about it?

5.1

Must not only SAY that He is Lord – Must MAKE Him Lord
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5.2

Romans 6
Romans 6
1
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means!
We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that
all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore
buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5 For if we have been united
with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his.
6
For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died
has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with
him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no
longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he
lives, he lives to God. 11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ
Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do
not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves
to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to
him as an instrument of righteousness. 14 For sin shall no longer be your master, because you
are not under the law, but under grace.
Slaves to Righteousness
15
What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means! 16
Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves
of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience,
which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to
sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed
your allegiance. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.
19
I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you
used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer
yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you
were free from the control of righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap at that time from
the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 22 But now that you have
been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness,
and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

5.2.1

Vss. 9-10 – Sin has no power over resurrected Christ

5.2.2

Vs. 3 – We are IN CHRIST

5.2.3

Vs. 4 – In Christ we are dead
Galatians 2:20
20
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live
in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Colossians 3:3
3
For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.

5.2.4

Vss. 6-7 – He who is dead is freed from sin

5.2.5

Vss. 1-2 – Then how can we continue to serve sin?
II Corinthians 5: 14-15
14
For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all
died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him
who died for them and was raised again.
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5.2.6

Vs. 12 – THEREFORE Christ reigns (rules) and not sin

5.2.7

Vs. 16 – He is LORD whom you OBEY: (slave of righteousness – vs. 19)

5.3

Making Jesus Lord is a way of life
CONCLUSION

1.

Who rules your life?
Daily expediencies?
Pressure or attitudes of family or friends?
Traditions?
Selfish opinions and ambitions?

2.

Jesus is not Lord of those who are living in disobedience and rebellion

2.1

He will not be a beggar to who you throw the crumbs of your life

2.2

He is not an employer who will pay you wages you earn

2.3

He is not a glorified accountant who is giving you credit for each good deed

3.

He will be your Lord and Master or He will be nothing. Either Lord of all or not Lord at all
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LAW
1.

God is a God of ORDER (law)

1.1

Creation: “After its kind”

1.2

Genesis 8:22 – Dependability of the natural order
Genesis 8:22
22
“As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day
and night will never cease.”

1.3

Ignore laws of nature at your own risk!

2.

BIBLE IS A “LAW BOOK” – but of a different type of laws: (Statuses, ordinances,
commandments, laws, precepts, judgements)

3.

TWO kinds of “LAW”:

3.1

CASUAL. cause & effect; natural

3.1.1

Laws of physics e.g. gravity, motion, thermodynamics

3.1.2

Psychological e.g. Proverbs, Ecclesiastes

3.2

Normative: Moral, legislative, judicial; “I ought to”

3.3

The first (casual) we adapt to because it’s just the way things work out – NATURAL, NO CHOICE

3.4

The second (normative) is law based on higher authority. Legal, statutory, judicial
I John 3:4
4
Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.

4.

TWO UNIVERSES: (man is a part of both)

4.1

Natural universe – governed by casual laws

4.2

Mortal, spiritual universe – governed by normative laws

5.

The Laws of the NATURAL UNIVERSE

5.1

Laws of mechanical cause and effect

5.2

No morality or legislative authority

5.3

Compulsion: no choice without obeying

5.4

NO NATURAL LAWS = CHAOS, UNPREDICTABILITY
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6.

The Laws of the SPIRITUAL UNIVERSE

6.1

Laws of morality and legislative authority

6.2

No compulsion except the Authority of the Law-giver

6.3

Crime & punishment; obedience & reward

6.4

NO SPIRITUAL LAWS = NO SIN, NO STANDARD, ANARCHY
Romans 4:15
15
because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression.

7.

Both natural & spiritual laws are higher than man. It is always unrealistic and disastrous to
ignore them

7.1

Natural laws = the limits within which we must live – ignore them and face the NATURAL
CONSEQUENCES

7.2

Spiritual laws = the limits within which we ought to live. Ignore them and face the SPIRITUAL
CONSEQUENCES (They CAN be broken but consequences are sure)

8.

The RESULT of opposing the Law:

8.1

disharmony with natural law is physical death. e.g . gravity – fall, starvation , freeze, drown,
dehydrate, etc.

8.2

disharmony with spiritual law is Spiritual death. e.g. judicial punishment

9.

Thus there are TWO DEATHS - the 1st and the 2nd:

9.1

The first, NATURAL – casual inevitability. It cannot be avoided

9.2

The second is JUDICIAL and can be avoided

9.3

Judgement
Ecclesiastes 9:5
5
For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing; they have no further
reward, and even their name is forgotten.
Hebrews 9:27-28
27
Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was
sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear
sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.

10.

How to escape SPIRITUAL DEATH:

10.1

Judgement – verdict of GUILTY or NOT GUILTY

10.2

PERFECT OBEDIENCE TO SPIRITUAL LAW!
James 2:10
10
For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of
it.
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10.3

But ALL HAVE SINNED
Romans 3:20, 23, 28
20
Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather,
through the law we become conscious of our sin.
23
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
28
For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law.

11.

Christ is our only hope!

11.1

Come to free us from death

11.2

Free us from the results of breaking the law

11.3

Christ took the just punishment for our lawlessness
Romans 7:1-4,6
1
Do you not know, brothers and sisters—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that
the law has authority over someone only as long as that person lives? 2 For example, by law a
married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is
released from the law that binds her to him. 3 So then, if she has sexual relations with another
man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is
released from that law and is not an adulteress if she marries another man. 4 So, my brothers
and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to
another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 6 But
now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in
the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.
Romans 8:1-4
1
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.
3
For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin
in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who
do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
I Corinthians 15:3
3
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures,
I Peter 3:18
18
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.
He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.

11.4

Matthew 5:17 – to fulfill the Law
Matthew 5:17
17
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish
them but to fulfill them.

12.

Requirements of Law must be met:

12.1

God is not a law-breaker

12.2

Spiritual law must be enforced – or door is open to all kinds of lawlessness and anarchy

12.3

Christ met the legal demands of Justice for us. Judgement passed – sentence carried out on
CHRIST!
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CONCLUSION
1.

God’s Laws will be justly administered.

2.

You have broken them.

3.

You KNOW what will happen if you face God without the atoning death of Jesus Christ.
Need to discuss:
Relationship of physical death with sin;
Christ suffered both physical and spiritual death;
Resurrection = God would save us body, soul and spirit;
Judicial condemnation often includes physical death
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14

GRACE
Romans 5:6-9
6
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly
dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us. 9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be
saved from God’s wrath through him!
1.

God made a beautiful world – it was GOOD

1.2

Functioning smoothly under God’s natural laws

1.3

Man was given God’s law to follow

2.

But man deliberately sinned against God
I Timothy 2:14
14
And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a
sinner.

2.1

World in rebellion, cursed
Genesis 1:27-31
27
So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and
over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 29 Then God said, “I give you every seedbearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They
will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the
creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every
green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.
And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.
Genesis 3:14-19
14
So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all
livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of
your life. 15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and
hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 16 To the woman he said, “I will make
your pains in childbearing very severe; with painful labor you will give birth to children. Your
desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” 17 To Adam he said, “Because you
listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not
eat from it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it
all the days of your life. 18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants
of the field. 19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground,
since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”
Genesis 5:28-29
28
When Lamech had lived 182 years, he had a son. 29 He named him Noah and said, “He will
comfort us in the labor and painful toil of our hands caused by the ground the LORD has
cursed.”
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2.2

Creation submitted to futility, man’s situation futile – Romans 8:20
Romans 8:20
20
For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one
who subjected it, in hope
Job 37:23
23
The Almighty is beyond our reach and exalted in power; in his justice and great righteousness,
he does not oppress.

2.2.1

Man cannot find God

2.2.2

God will not do injury to justice – (God was just in cursing man for his sin)

3.

Now man is a slave to his sinful human nature

3.1

“All have sinned...”
Romans 3:10-18,23
10
As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who understands;
there is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless;
there is no one who does good, not even one.” 13 “Their throats are open graves; their tongues
practice deceit.” “The poison of vipers is on their lips.” 14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and
bitterness.” 15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 ruin and misery mark their ways, 17 and the
way of peace they do not know.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 23 for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
Romans 5:12
12
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this
way death came to all people, because all sinned—

3.2

“In bondage to sin....”
Romans 7:14-24
14
We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 15 I do not
understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what
I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it,
but it is sin living in me. 18 For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful
nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For I do not do the
good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I
do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 21 So I find this
law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my inner being I
delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my
mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man I
am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death?
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4.

Mankind cannot solve the dilemma

4.1

The world gets worse in spite of human “solution”

4.2

No end in sight to rebellion, hatred, misery, violence, sickness, death, crime

4.3

You cannot solve your own corruption

4.3.1

Can you retract a sin once committed?

4.3.2

Can you withdraw an evil word or thought?

4.4

Can you raise the dead, dry the tears? (Death is the consequence of Adam’s sin)

4.5

Can you conquer death and live forever?

4.6

Human nature is against you – by nature man’s deeds are evil
I Corinthians 2:14
14
The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God
but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only
through the Spirit.
John 3:19
19
This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light
because their deeds were evil.

4.7

Sinful man does not deserve, nor is he capable of obtaining, the life and forgiveness he
desperately needs and wants.

5.

Praise God for a wonderful word – GRACE

5.1

Our introduction is by faith in Christ
Romans 5:2
2
through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we
boast in the hope of the glory of God.
Romans 5:5-9,15
5
And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 6 You see, at just the right time, when we
were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous
person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates
his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since we have now
been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him!
15
But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how
much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ,
overflow to the many!

5.2

Grace is UNMERITED FAVOUR

5.3

Grace is God doing what man cannot do and does not deserve

5.4

Jesus died for the ungodly and we’re justified by His blood

5.5

Ephesians 2:1-18 – Summary for points 1 to 5
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Ephesians 2:1-18
1
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now
at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying
the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by
nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,
5
made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have
been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms
in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his
grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved,
through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no
one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.
Jew and Gentile Reconciled Through Christ
11
Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised”
by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human
hands)—12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from
citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without
God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought
near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one
and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh
the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new
humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to
God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace
to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have
access to the Father by one Spirit.
5.6

Romans 3:23-28 – justified by faith
Romans 3:23-28
23
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his
grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice
of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed
beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time,
so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 27 Where, then, is
boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires works? No, because of
the law that requires faith. 28 For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the
works of the law.

5.7

Grace – based on the goodness of Christ, not our works or keeping of the law
Ephesians 2:8-9
8
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.

5.7.1

His sinless life

5.7.2

His atoning and substitutionary death

6.

His grace is SUFFICIENT. II Corinthians 12:9 – sufficient, nothing lacking
II Corinthians 12:9
9
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest
on me.
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7.

Grace is a GIFT
Ephesians 2:8
8
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God—
Romans 6:23
23
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

7.1

Cannot be earned, but must be accepted

8.

How do we obtain that grace?

8.1

By FAITH – trust, dependence, committal toward Christ

8.2

Easy? NO – it means giving up all self-reliance, becoming totally dependent on Christ, death of
self-sufficiency

9.

And that grace can be LOST

9.1

Can “fall from grace”
Galatians 5:1
1
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be
burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

9.2

Trying to be saved or gain credit for meritorious works

9.3

By definition, grace cannot be earned
CONCLUSION
THE ENTIRE ISSUE IN SUMMARY –
ARE YOU WILLING TO TRUST HIM WITH YOUR LIFE?
COME BOLDLY TO THE THRONE OF GRACE
Hebrews 4:16
16
Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help us in our time of need.
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15

BAPTISM
Hebrews 9:27
27
Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,
Matthew 13:24-30
24
Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed
in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also
appeared. 27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your
field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. “The servants
asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you
are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the
harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to
be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’”
DEFINITION: Judgement – accountability. No judgement – man is less than man. No just judgement – God is
less than God
1.

Judgement is not a popular sermon topic, but it is in the Book

1.1

Jesus talked about it
John 16:8-11
8
When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and
judgment: 9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I
am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the
prince of this world now stands condemned.
John 3:17-19
17
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only
Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of
light because their deeds were evil.

1.2

Paul preached about it
Acts 24:24-25
24
Several days later Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish. He sent for Paul and
listened to him as he spoke about faith in Christ Jesus. 25 As Paul talked about righteousness,
self-control and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and said, “That’s enough for now! You
may leave. When I find it convenient, I will send for you.”

1.3

But – nobody likes to think about it
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2.

The fact of judgement:
Matthew 16:27
27
For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will
reward each person according to what they have done.
Acts 17:30-31
30
In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere
to repent. 31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has
appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.”
Romans 2:16
16
This will take place on the day when God judges people’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my
gospel declares.
Romans 3:5-6
5
But if our unrighteousness brings out God’s righteousness more clearly, what shall we say?
That God is unjust in bringing his wrath on us? (I am using a human argument.) 6 Certainly not!
If that were so, how could God judge the world?
Romans 14:10,12
10
You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you treat them with contempt?
For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 12 So then, each of us will give an account of
ourselves to God.
Psalm 51:4
4
Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are right in
your verdict and justified when you judge.

3.

The basis of judgement

3.1

This life is unfair and unjust; judgement after this life is fair and just
Ecclesiastes 7:15
In this meaningless life of mine I have seen both of these: the righteous perishing in their
righteousness, and the wicked living long in their wickedness.
15

Ecclesiastes 8:12
12
Although a wicked person who commits a hundred crimes may live a long time, I know that it
will go better with those who fear God, who are reverent before him.
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Psalm 73:1-28
1
Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart. 2 But as for me, my feet had
almost slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold. 3 For I envied the arrogant when I saw the
prosperity of the wicked. 4 They have no struggles; their bodies are healthy and strong. 5 They
are free from common human burdens; they are not plagued by human ills. 6 Therefore pride is
their necklace; they clothe themselves with violence. 7 From their callous hearts comes iniquity;
their evil imaginations have no limits. 8 They scoff, and speak with malice; with arrogance they
threaten oppression. 9 Their mouths lay claim to heaven, and their tongues take possession
of the earth. 10 Therefore their people turn to them and drink up waters in abundance. 11 They
say, “How would God know? Does the Most High know anything?” 12 This is what the wicked
are like—always free of care, they go on amassing wealth. 13 Surely in vain I have kept my
heart pure and have washed my hands in innocence. 14 All day long I have been afflicted, and
every morning brings new punishments. 15 If I had spoken out like that, I would have betrayed
your children. 16 When I tried to understand all this, it troubled me deeply 17 till I entered the
sanctuary of God; then I understood their final destiny. 18 Surely you place them on slippery
ground; you cast them down to ruin. 19 How suddenly are they destroyed, completely swept
away by terrors! 20 They are like a dream when one awakes; when you arise, Lord, you will
despise them as fantasies. 21 When my heart was grieved and my spirit embittered, 22 I was
senseless and ignorant; I was a brute beast before you. 23 Yet I am always with you; you hold
me by my right hand. 24 You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will take me into
glory. 25 Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 26 My flesh
and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 27 Those
who are far from you will perish; you destroy all who are unfaithful to you. 28 But as for me, it is
good to be near God. I have made the Sovereign LORD my refuge; I will tell of all your deeds.
3.2

Judgement is before a law which is fair and just

3.2.1

Judged by perfect law of liberty (man shows favourtism, God doesn’t)
James 1:25
25
But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not
forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.
James 2:1
1
My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism.

3.2.2

Absolutely impartial
Romans 2:11-14
11
For God does not show favoritism. 12 All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from
the law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not those who hear
the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared
righteous. 14 (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by
the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law.

3.2.3

Holy
Romans 7:12
12
So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good.
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4.

Who will be judged?

4.1

Those who have hidden secrets
Matthew 12:36
36
But I tell you that everyone will have to give account on the day of judgment for every empty
word they have spoken
I Corinthians 4:5
5
Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait until the Lord comes. He will bring to
light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of the heart. At that time each will
receive their praise from God.

4.2

Those who hate – guilty of murder
I John 3:15
15
Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has
eternal life residing in him.
Matthew 5:21-22
21
“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone
who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a
brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister,
‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire
of hell.

4.3

Those who think lustful thoughts – guilty of adultery
Matthew 5:27-28
27
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I tell you that anyone
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

4.4

Those who groan or complain
James 5:9
9
Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is
standing at the door!

4.5

Those who fail to love God alone above everything else and their neighbour as themselves
Matthew 22:37-40
37
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
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5.

Nature of the judgement:

5.1

A judgement which only counts man righteous if he is righteous 100% of the time
James 2:10
10
For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of
it.

5.2

Any failure to come up to God’s perfect standard is sin
I John 3:4
4
Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.

5.3

The final end of all sinners is death
Romans 6:23
23
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Revelations 21:8
8
But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who
practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of
burning sulfur. This is the second death.”

6.

There will, in fact, be TWO judgements:

6.1

These are associated with two resurrections
John 5:24, 28-29
24
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life
and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.
28
“Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his
voice 29 and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have
done what is evil will rise to be condemned.

6.2.1

The first – resurrection of life in which Jesus took the judgement for us
John 5:24
24
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life
and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.
John 3:16-18
16
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned,
but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in
the name of God’s one and only Son.

6.2.2

The second – resurrection of judgement – stand on your own
John 5:29
29
and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done
what is evil will rise to be condemned.

6.3

Everyone must be in one or the other
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7.

The alternatives:

7.1

Christ has stood judgement on your behalf

7.1.1

He took our punishment
Isaiah 53:4-8
4
Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for
our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are
healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open
his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his
generation protested? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my
people he was punished.

7.1.2

We are declared righteous
II Corinthians 5:21
21
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

7.1.3

We are rewarded as deserving people
Matthew 19:28-29
28
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits
on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or
mother or wife or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will
inherit eternal life.
Revelations 19:11,14
11
I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called
Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. 14 The armies of heaven were
following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean.
Revelations 19:7-8
7
Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his
bride has made herself ready. 8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.”
I Corinthians 6:2-3
2
Or do you not know that the Lord’s people will judge the world? And if you are to judge the
world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we will judge
angels? How much more the things of this life!
Matthew 5:5
5
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

7.2

Stand it for yourself, in your own merits
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Revelations 20:11-15
11
Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens
fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small,
standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the
book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.
13
The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in
them, and each person was judged according to what they had done. 14 Then death and Hades
were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 Anyone whose name
was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.
Revelations 21:8
8
But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who
practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of
burning sulfur. This is the second death.”
7.2.1

Those outside of Christ don’t want to face Him
Revelations 6:15-17
15
Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and everyone else,
both slave and free, hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16 They called to the
mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne
and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can
withstand it?”
CONCLUSION

Romans 2:4-11
4
Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not
realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your
stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the
day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 God “will repay each
person according to what they have done.” 7 To those who by persistence in doing good seek
glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. 8 But for those who are self-seeking and
who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 9 There will be trouble and
distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; 10 but glory,
honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 11 For God
does not show favoritism.
1.

DON’T TREAT JUDGEMENT LIGHTLY

2.

ACCEPT CHRIST’S LOVING GIFT OF MERCY

Making Jesus Central: Judgement

15-7

HOW TO BE ETERNALLY
SECURE
Romans 9:8-18
8
In other words, it is not the children by physical descent who are God’s children, but it is
the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. 9 For this was how the
promise was stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.” 10 Not only
that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by our father Isaac. 11 Yet, before
the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God’s purpose in election
might stand: 12 not by works but by him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the
younger.” 13 Just as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 14 What then shall we say? Is
God unjust? Not at all! 15 For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I
will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 It does not, therefore, depend on human
desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. 17 For Scripture says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this
very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in
all the earth.” 18 Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens
whom he wants to harden.
1.

The doctrine of “Eternal Security”, “predestination”

1.1

Explain hyper-Calvinism

1.2

“Once in grace – always in grace”

1.3

That you, as an individual, either can never be lost or was never saved in the first place

2.

People want security; We need it

2.1

Illustration = Woman whose son killed; Cottrell had funeral

2.2

All aware of unworthiness

2.3

But the Lord wants us to know we are safe
I Thessalonians 5:24
24
The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.
II Thessalonians 3:3
3
But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and protect you from the evil one.
Jude 24-25
24
To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious
presence without fault and with great joy— 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty,
power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore!
Amen.

3.

But – Scriptures plainly teach that individuals CAN FALL FROM GRACE!
Galatians 5:4
4
You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen
away from grace.
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16

I Corinthians 10:1-12
1
For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were
all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into
Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the same
spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock
was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered
in the wilderness. 6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts
on evil things as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The
people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” 8 We should not commit
sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died.
9
We should not test Christ, as some of them did—and were killed by snakes. 10 And do not
grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by the destroying angel. 11 These things
happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the
culmination of the ages has come. 12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you
don’t fall!
4.

How can we be SECURE yet able TO FALL AWAY?

5.

We are completely secure ONLY IN CHRIST

5.1

Hebrews 3:12 – fell away due to unbelief
14 partakers of Christ – hold firm
Hebrews 4:12 – Not united with faith
Hebrews 3:12
12
See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns
away from the living God.
Hebrews 4:12
12
For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the
heart.

5.2

Faith in Christ saves – but we can fall back on trusting works, self, etc.
Galatians 5:5-6
5
For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope. 6 For in
Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor un-circumcision has any value. The only thing that counts
is faith expressing itself through love.

5.3

Illustration = Personal – Found SECURITY when trusted Him

5.4

Ephesians 1:3-5,13 – IN HIM only are all these things true!
Ephesians 1:3-5,13
3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to son ship
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 13 And you also were included in
Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed,
you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,
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4.5

The BODY of CHRIST is PREDESTINED, SECURE
Romans 8:28
28
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose.

6.

Those IN CHRIST are secure because CHRIST IS SECURE!

6.1

Nothing more certain than HISTORY

6.2

Jesus has already won the victory

6.3

HE was the chosen, predestined, victorious, eternally secure One

7.

IN JESUS CHRIST, what applies to Him applies to you

7.1

He is the chosen – in Him we are chosen

7.2

He was predestined – in Him we are predestined

7.3

You – as an individual – have NO standing with God

7.4

You – as the BODY of CHRIST – are SAVED

7.5

You are accepted in Him – not as yourself

8.

Can I be cast out of His body, lose my relationship with Him?

8.1

Christ will not desert me
John 6:37
37
All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive
away.

8.2

No one else can forcibly remove me
Romans 8:31-37
31
What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
32
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along
with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God
has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus
who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also
interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we
face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.

8.3

And I WILL NOT!

8.3.1

I can but I won’t

8.3.2

I will trust only HIM for my salvation
CONCLUSION

1.

We don’t deserve it in the first place

2.

We will not lose our salvation because we are unworthy

3.

No security IN OURSELVES

4.

Absolutely secure IN CHRIST

5.

GIVE YOURSELF TO HIM COME IN TO CHRIST BY FAITH IN HIM
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MAKING JESUS CENTRAL
John 15:1-5
1
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears
no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.
3
You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you
bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me
and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.
1.

Jesus always put Himself in the centre of all His teachings

1.1

I am the vine, the breath of life, the Good Shepherd, the Way, the Truth, the Life

1.2

Illustration = Sermon on the Mount
John 5:11,17,28
11
But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’ ” 17 In
his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am
working.” 28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves
will hear his voice
John 7:21-29
21
Jesus said to them, “I did one miracle, and you are all amazed. 22 Yet, because Moses gave
you circumcision (though actually it did not come from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you
circumcise a boy on the Sabbath. 23 Now if a boy can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the
law of Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing a man’s whole body
on the Sabbath? 24 Stop judging by mere appearances, but instead judge correctly.”
Division Over Who Jesus Is 25 At that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask, “Isn’t
this the man they are trying to kill? 26 Here he is, speaking publicly, and they are not saying
a word to him. Have the authorities really concluded that he is the Messiah? 27 But we know
where this man is from; when the Messiah comes, no one will know where he is from.” 28 Then
Jesus, still teaching in the temple courts, cried out, “Yes, you know me, and you know where I
am from. I am not here on my own authority, but he who sent me is true. You do not know him,
29
but I know him because I am from him and he sent me.”

2.

JESUS: THE POINT of all Scripture

2.1

More than central, merely the most important point
John 1:1-15
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was
with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God
whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through
him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
9
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world,
and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to
that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born
not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 14 The Word
became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one
and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified concerning
him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me
has surpassed me because he was before me.’”)
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John 1:9-14
9
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world,
and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to
that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born
not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 14 The Word
became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one
and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:18
18
No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest
relationship with the Father, has made him known.
2.3

O.T. Scripture spoke of Him
John 5:39
39
You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These
are the very Scriptures that testify about me,

2.4

John the Baptist prepared the way

2.5

Apostles – witnesses of Him

2.6

The Church – looks back to Him and forward to Him

3.

Jesus is the Great FULFILLER

3.1

Fulfilled O.T. typology
Matthew 5:17
17
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish
them but to fulfill them.

3.2

Spoken of Man – fulfilled in Christ on our behalf
Psalm 8:4-6
4
what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them? 5 You
have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor. 6 You
made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their feet:
I Corinthians 15:27
27
For he “has put everything under his feet.” Now when it says that “everything” has been put
under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything under Christ.

3.3

Promise to the Fathers fulfilled
Acts 13:22
22
After removing Saul, he made David their king. God testified concerning him: ‘I have found
David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.’
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3.4

All blessings – Only in Christ
Ephesians 1:3-14
3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious
grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished
on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will
according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the
times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.
11
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works
out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first
to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were included in
Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed,
you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing
our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his
glory.

4.

JESUS CHRIST, personally and specifically, is the Way, Truth and the Life
John 14:6
6
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.

4.1

Not “Christianity” but Christ – not a system or philosophy – but He as a person

5.

JESUS CHRIST – The test of all true doctrine:

5.1

Every doctrine and ordinance of the Faith is dependent on Him (His nature, character and deeds)
for meaning (Not simply His authority for force)

5.2

We don’t teach and preach on doctrine as such, but on Christ!

5.3

Study the Bible to see Jesus Christ rather than method of doctrine

5.3.1

Faith, repentance, confession, Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, body life
Colossians 1:24
24
Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in
regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.
John 13:26
26
Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in
the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.
John 16:14
14
He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you

5.3.2

Reject every doctrine which does not point at who Jesus is and what He has done

5.4

Every doctrine which finds significance in anything other than the nature and deeds of Jesus is
FALSE DOCTRINE (e.g. church tradition, culture, methods, etc.)

5.5

Reject in your life, teaching, church all which is not totally dependent on who Jesus is and what
He has done
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6.

JESUS CHRIST is the source of all TRUE HOLINESS

6.1

Deeds done for personal credit – selfishness

6.2

Only what is done IN HIS NAME, to His honour, depending on Him for value

6.2.1

Whatever is not of faith is sin
Romans 14:23
23
But whoever has doubts is condemned if they eat, because their eating is not from faith; and
everything that does not come from faith is sin.

6.2.2

All in His name
Colossians 3:17
17
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.

6.3

Christ lives through me
Galatians 2:20
20
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live
in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

7.

Jesus has the Name which is above every name

7.1

He once acted in His Father’s name

7.2

Now in His exalted name
John 14:8-14
8
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 9 Jesus answered: “Don’t
you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I
am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own
authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works
themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing,
and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will
do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask
me for anything in my name, and I will do it.
Philippians 2:5-11
5
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being
in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own
advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being
made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the
highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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CONCLUSION
1.

Keep your eyes on JESUS CHRIST in every daily circumstance

2.

Tendency to get lost in personal circumstances, petty details, selfish concerns, side issues

3.

THE REAL ISSUE: JESUS CHRIST OR SELF?
Matthew 16:24-26
24
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but
whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to gain the whole
world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?
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THE WORK OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT

18

John 3:3-9
3
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born
again.” 4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they
cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly
I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit.
6
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at
my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound,
but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the
Spirit.” 9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.
1.

Nicodemus isn’t the only one to be confused about the Holy Spirit

1.1

Modern controversy, movements, books, divisions, etc.

1.2

Not possible to go into every detail or question

1.3

Will discuss the Work (task, purpose in our lives) of the Spirit: The duty and mission

1.4

Establish a basic principle which you can apply

2.

REMEMBER THE RULE: Every Spiritual thing finds its meaning and significance in JESUS CHRIST;
Who He is and What He did

2.1

The Holy Spirit must not be studied independently

2.2

The principle does not exclude the Holy Spirit

3.

The Holy Spirit in always points men to Jesus Christ
John 14:16-20,26
16
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you
forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as
orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see
me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and
you are in me, and I am in you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send
in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
John 15:26
26
“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who
goes out from the Father—he will testify about me.
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John 16:7-16
7
But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the
Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he will prove
the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin, because
people do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where
you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands
condemned. 12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he,
the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own;
he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me
because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to
the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known
to you.”
The Disciples’ Grief Will Turn to Joy
16
Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while
you will see me.”
Romans 9:5-11
5
Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is
God over all, forever praised! Amen.
God’s Sovereign Choice
6
It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel.
7
Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is
through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 8 In other words, it is not the children by
physical descent who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded
as Abraham’s offspring. 9 For this was how the promise was stated: “At the appointed time I
will return, and Sarah will have a son.” 10 Not only that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived
at the same time by our father Isaac. 11 Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything
good or bad—in order that God’s purpose in election might stand:
Galatians 4:6
6
Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls
out, “Abba, Father.”
3.1

Whatever draws attention to other than Jesus is NOT of the Holy Spirit! (eg. current emphasis
on Spirit above and after Jesus Christ)
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4.

The Holy Spirit in the Believer is the way Jesus Christ does His work in the World today

4.1

Advocate (Comforter, Helper)

4.1.1

The Holy Spirit – God toward Man
John 14
Jesus Comforts His Disciples
1
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house
has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a
place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with
me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”
Jesus the Way to the Father
5
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the
way?” 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on,
you do know him and have seen him.” 8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be
enough for us.” 9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among
you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show
us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The
words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who
is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at
least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes
in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these,
because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.
Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit
15
“If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept
him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and
will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world
will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day
you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my
commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my
Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”
22
Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and
not to the world?” 23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will
love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not
love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the
Father who sent me. 25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of
everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 28 “You heard
me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would be glad
that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now before it
happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. 30 I will not say much more to you, for
the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold over me, 31 but he comes so that the world
may learn that I love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me. “Come
now; let us leave.
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John 15
The Vine and the Branches
1
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more
fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I
also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can
you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain
in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do
not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are
picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you,
ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved
you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I
have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy
may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as
I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
14
You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a
servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything
that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose
you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that
whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other.
The World Hates the Disciples
18
“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it
would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out
of the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my
teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 They will treat you this way because of my name, for they
do not know the one who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be
guilty of sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father as
well. 24 If I had not done among them the works no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin.
As it is, they have seen, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. 25 But this is to fulfill
what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’
The Work of the Holy Spirit
26
“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who
goes out from the Father—he will testify about me. 27 And you also must testify, for you have
been with me from the beginning.
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John 16
1
“All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 2 They will put you out of the synagogue;
in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will think they are offering a service to
God. 3 They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. 4 I have told you
this, so that when their time comes you will remember that I warned you about them. I did not
tell you this from the beginning because I was with you, 5 but now I am going to him who sent
me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 Rather, you are filled with grief because I
have said these things. 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless
I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he
comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment:
9
about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going
to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the prince of
this world now stands condemned. 12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now
bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not
speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.
14
He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you.
15
All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what
he will make known to you.”
The Disciples’ Grief Will Turn to Joy
16
Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while
you will see me.” 17 At this, some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by
saying, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me,’
and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” 18 They kept asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little
while’? We don’t understand what he is saying.” 19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about
this, so he said to them, “Are you asking one another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while
you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me’? 20 Very truly I tell you,
you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to
joy. 21 A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but when her baby
is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world. 22 So with
you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take
away your joy. 23 In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father
will give you whatever you ask in my name. 24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my
name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. 25 “Though I have been speaking
figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but will tell you
plainly about my Father. 26 In that day you will ask in my name. I am not saying that I will ask
the Father on your behalf. 27 No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and
have believed that I came from God. 28 I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am
leaving the world and going back to the Father.”
29
Then Jesus’ disciples said, “Now you are speaking clearly and without figures of speech.
30
Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need to have anyone ask
you questions. This makes us believe that you came from God.” 31 “Do you now believe?” Jesus
replied. 32 “A time is coming and in fact has come when you will be scattered, each to your own
home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me. 33 “I have told
you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But
take heart! I have overcome the world.”
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4.1.1

Jesus – man toward God
I John 2:1
1
My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have
an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.

4.2

Mediator – toward God – ONLY JESUS (The mediatorial work was His sinless life, atoning death,
resurrection,glorification – The One Who came in the FLESH)
I Timothy 2:5
5
For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus,

4.3

The Body of Christ is animated by the Spirit of Christ
James 2:26
26
As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.

4.4

The Holy Spirit in us in the way Jesus works in our lives
John 14:16-20
16
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you
forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as
orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see
me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and
you are in me, and I am in you.
Matthew 28:20
20
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.”

4.4.1

Gifts and fruit
Galatians 5:22
22
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
John 15:5
5
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

4.4.2

Aid preaching Christ
John 14:26
26
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all
things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
I Corinthians 1:22-23
22
Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,
Acts 2:4
4
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit
enabled them.
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4.4.3

Strengthen within
Ephesians 3:16-17
16
I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in
your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you,
being rooted and established in love,
Philippians 4:13
13
I can do all this through him who gives me strength.

4.4.4

Glorifies Christ
John 16:14
14
He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you.

4.4.5

Sanctifies and leads
Romans 8:13-14
13
For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
misdeeds of the body, you will live. 14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children
of God.
Ephesians 2:10
10
For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.

4.4.6

Resurrects
Romans 8:11,13-14
11
And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.
13
For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
misdeeds of the body, you will live. 14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children
of God.
John 5:2
2
Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda
and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades.

4.5

The Holy Spirit in you is to have Jesus in your heart
I John 3:24
24
The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we know
that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.
I John 4:13
13
This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit.
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5.

The Holy Spirit in you is to have Jesus in your heart
Ephesians 5:18
18
Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit,
John 4:14
14
but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will
become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
John 7:37-39
37
On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone
who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers
of living water will flow from within them.” 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who
believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus
had not yet been glorified.

5.1

Every Christian already has the Spirit indwelling by promise
Acts 2:38
38
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

5.2

To Be “FILLED” can happen many times and should be continual
Ephesians 5:18
18
Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit,
Acts 4:8,31
8
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people!
31
After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

5.3

Like an “artesian well” – flowing up from within

5.4

Be SATURATED WITH JESUS!

5.4.1

Set your mind, speech, direction, behavior toward Him

5.4.2

And the Spirit of Christ will well up within

6.

Thinking of the Spirit can be like thinking of the wind. LOOK TO JESUS – The Spirit will work in
your life
CONCLUSION
The Holy Spirit is calling you to make Jesus Christ your Lord
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19

JESUS THE MEDIATOR
I Timothy 2:15
15
But women will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith, love and holiness
with propriety.
1.

What is a Mediator?

1.1

“Go-between”, one interposed

1.2

Many intercessors; one mediator, Jesus Christ

2.

Why do we need a Mediator?

2.1

Nature of God: Immortal, eternal, invisible, spiritual, infinite, Holy, dwelling in inapproachable
light
Romans 11:33
33
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his
judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!

2.2

Nature of man: mortal, fallible, blinded to spiritual things, sinful, rebellious
Romans 3:10-12
10
As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who understands;
there is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless;
there is no one who does good, not even one.”

2.3

Jesus: The bridge over the gap
I Corinthians 2:14-16
14
The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God
but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only
through the Spirit. 15 The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a
person is not subject to merely human judgments, 16 for, “Who has known the mind of the Lord
so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.

2.3.1

lllustration = two circles – joined

2.3.2

The UNIQUE ONE – Son of God – God was in Christ Son of Man

2.3.3

Without His nature, He could not be the mediator. John 1:14 “Like begets like”; “begotten”,
related to God and man
John 1:14
14
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of
the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

3.

How does He intercede?

3.1

Two-ways
Galatians 3:20
20
A mediator, however, implies more than one party; but God is one.
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3.2

Illustrations (types)

3.2.1

Moses – representative God – Man
Galatians 3:17
17
What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant
previously established by God and thus do away with the promise.

3.2.2

High priest
Hebrews 5:1
1
Every high priest is selected from among the people and is appointed to represent the people
in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.
Hebrews 6:20
20
where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever,
in the order of Melchizedek.
Hebrews 7:26-27
26
Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from
sinners, exalted above the heavens. 27 Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer
sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed
for their sins once for all when he offered himself.
Hebrews 9:1-4
1
Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary. 2 A
tabernacle was set up. In its first room were the lampstand and the table with its consecrated
bread; this was called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most
Holy Place, 4 which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant.
This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the stone tablets
of the covenant.
John 11:51
51
He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die
for the Jewish nation,

3.3

Jesus represented God to Man
John 1:18
18
No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest
relationship with the Father, has made him known.
John 14:8-10
8
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 9 Jesus answered: “Don’t
you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that
I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my
own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.
John 17:11
11
I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you.
Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may
be one as we are one.
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3.4

Jesus represented God to Man
Hebrews 9:11-14
11
But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, he went
through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that
is to say, is not a part of this creation. 12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and
calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal
redemption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who
are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more,
then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to
God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!
Hebrews 9:24-28
24
For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with human hands that was only a copy of the
true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. 25 Nor did he enter
heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place
every year with blood that is not his own. 26 Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many
times since the creation of the world. But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of
the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 Just as people are destined to die
once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of
many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who
are waiting for him.

3.5

He does God’s work on earth (creates, communicates, rules, etc). II Corinthians 5:19 – He does
man’s work in Heaven (speaks on our behalf, is our righteousness) II Corinthians 5:21
II Corinthians 5:19
19
that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against
them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.
II Corinthians 5:21
21
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

3.6

Both aspects as seen: 1) Revelations 5:5-9 – He is Man to Heaven. 2) Revelations 5:13 – He is God
to Man
Revelations 5:5-9
5
Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root
of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.” 6 Then I saw a Lamb,
looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne, encircled by the four living
creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits
of God sent out into all the earth. 7 He went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who
sat on the throne. 8 And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four
elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full
of incense, which are the prayers of God’s people. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are
worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you
purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation.
Revelations 5:13
13
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and
all that is in them, saying: “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor
and glory and power, for ever and ever!”
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3.6.1

Wrath of God against sin

3.6.2

Jesus interposed Himself – stepped in between

3.6.3

He lived the life, died the death, received the glory

3.4

The REPRESENTATIVE: God (to man) – Man (to God)

4.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN TO US?

4.1

We know God hears our PRAYER – through Christ – No promise except in Jesus’ Name!
John 16:23-28
23
In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you
whatever you ask in my name. 24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my name.
Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. 25 “Though I have been speaking
figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but will tell you
plainly about my Father. 26 In that day you will ask in my name. I am not saying that I will ask
the Father on your behalf. 27 No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and
have believed that I came from God. 28 I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am
leaving the world and going back to the Father.”

4.2

We can have BOLDNESS toward God
Hebrews 10:19-22
19
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by
the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his
body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with
a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to
cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.
Hebrews 4:14-16
14
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable
to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just
as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

4.3

We can have ASSURANCE of victory, CONFIDENCE, PEACE with God
I Corinthians 15:57
57
But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 3:12
12
In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.

4.4

We (who are in Him) can ACT WITH HIS AUTHORITY
Luke 10:17
17
The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your
name.”
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Acts 3:6,12
6
Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.”
12
When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do
you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?
Acts 16:18
18
She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and
said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” At that
moment the spirit left her.
4.5

We know there is NO OTHER WAY TO GOD

4.5.1

One only mediator
I Timothy 2:5
5
For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus,
John 14:6
6
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.

4.5.2

One REPRESENTATIVE: – One who lived the perfect life – One who died for our sins –
One who rose victorious over death – One who sits at God’s right hand
Philippians 2:8-11
8
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
death—even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him
the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
CONCLUSION
I John 2:23 “The one who confesses the Son has The Father also”
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20

ONLY JESUS SAVES
John 3:13-19
13
No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14
Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,
15
that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 16 For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only
Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of
light because their deeds were evil
1.

The whole point of the God/man relationship is salvation. (Man’s salvation glorifies God)

1.1

“As in Adam all die....”

1.2

BUT I DON’T WANT TO DIE!

1.3

“I came that you might have life...”

2.

To be lost is to:

2.1

Lose out on the resurrection

2.2

Be without the Lord for ages on ages

2.3

Face the “wrath and indignation from the face of the Lord”

3.

The question on many tongues: “How can I be saved?”

3.1

Rich young ruler
Matthew 19:16
16
Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get
eternal life?”

3.2

Pentecost
Acts 2:37
37
When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

3.3

Philippian jailor
Acts 16:30
30
He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

3.4

Paul on Damascus road
Acts 22:10
10
“‘What shall I do, Lord?’ I asked. “ ‘Get up,’ the Lord said, ‘and go into Damascus. There you
will be told all that you have been assigned to do.’
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4.

There are many passages of scripture relating to gaining or losing salvation – Things that save
(partial listing):

4.1

Faith
John 6:47
47
Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life.
Romans 3:28
28
For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law.
Romans 5:1
1
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we[a] have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ,

4.2

God’s love
John 3:15-17
15
that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 16 For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through him.

4.3

Grace – Ephesians 2:4-8; Titus 2:11; Mercy – Titus 3:5
Ephesians 2:4-8
4
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even
when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us
up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in
the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness
to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God—
Titus 2:11
11
For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people.
Titus 3:5
5
he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved
us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,

4.4

Name of Jesus
Acts 4:12
12
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind
by which we must be saved.”

4.5

Blood of Jesus
Revelation 1:5
5
and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of
the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood,

4.6

Resurrection
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I Corinthians 15:16-19
16
For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17 And if Christ has not
been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen
asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most
to be pitied.
4.6

The Gospel
Revelation 1:5
5
and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of
the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood,

4.7

Repentance
Acts 3:19
19
Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing
may come from the Lord,
Acts 2:38
38
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

4.8

Baptism
Acts 2:38
38
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
I Peter 3:21
21
and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the
body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ,

4.9

Endurance
Matthew 10:22
22
You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be
saved.

4.10

Hope
Romans 8:24
24
For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what
they already have?

4.11

Obedience
Hebrews 5:9
9
and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him

4.12

Confessing Christ
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Romans 10:9-10
9
If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified,
and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.
Matthew 10:32-33
32
“Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in
heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven.
4.13

Sanctification
Hebrews 12:14
14
Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will
see the Lord.

5.

But like everything in scripture, it all comes back to Jesus Christ

5.1

All things summed up in Jesus Christ – Ephesians 1:10
Ephesians 1:10
10
to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in
heaven and on earth under Christ.

5.2

He is the author and finisher (beginning and end) of our faith – Hebrews 12:2
Hebrews 12:2
2
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

5.3

“He that has the Son has life….”
I John 5:12
12
Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

5.4

Every one of the above points finds its meaning ONLY IN JESUS CHRIST

5.4.1

Faith – trust in HIS doing and dying

5.4.2

God’s love displayed in Christ
John 15:13-14
13
Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends
if you do what I command.

5.4.3

Grace – made possible by HIS death

5.4.4

Name of Jesus – HIS character and authority
Philippians 2:8-10
8
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to deatheven death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name
that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth,
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5.4.5

Blood of Jesus – HIS sacrificial death

5.4.6

Resurrection – HIS resurrection is ours

5.4.7

Gospel
I Corinthians 15:3
3
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures,

5.4.8

Repentance – toward Christ

5.4.9

Baptism – into His death, burial, resurrection

5.4.10

Endurance – hanging on to HIM, never trusting anything or anyone else

5.4.11

Hope – of HIS coming again

5.4.12

Obedience – HE IS OUR LORD

5.4.13

Confessing Christ – to be who HE is, to have done what HE has done

5.4.14

Sanctification
I Corinthians 1:30
30
It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—
that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.
Ephesians 2:10
10
For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.
Galatians 2:20
20
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live
in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

5.4.15

ONLY that which finds its merit, worth, meaning, in the nature, character, doing and dying of
Jesus leads to salvation. THERE IS NO OTHER WAY – AND SEEING HIM WE WANT NO OTHER
ALTERNATIVE
CONCLUSION
I CORINTHIANS 2:2 – “FOR I DETERMINED TO KNOW NOTHING…
EXCEPT JESUS CHRIST…. CRUCIFIED.”
MAKE HIM THE CENTRE OF YOUR LIFE
THE SUBSTANCE OF YOUR WITNESS
THE DIRECTION OF YOUR EFFORTS
THE HOPE OF YOUR SALVATION
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JESUS IN THE OLD
TESTAMENT

21

SCRIPTURE SHOULD NOT BE READ FOR ITS OWN SAKE,
BUT TO FIND CHRIST
1.

People often have difficulty seeing significance of Old Testament

1.1

Written so long ago

1.2

Contains Jewish laws, ceremonies, rituals, history

1.3

Strange stories of strange times

1.4

Ended 400 B.C.

1.5

Whereas- New Testament gives life, teachings and church of Christ

2.

In Jesus’ day, Old Testament was the only scripture

2.1

Jesus and apostles often referred to and quoted O.T.

2.2

O.T. used to lead to Christ
Acts 8:26-35
26
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian
eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen
of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was
sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that
chariot and stay near it.” 30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah
the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 31 “How can I,” he said,
“unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 This is
the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 33 In his humiliation
he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the
earth.” 34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or
someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good
news about Jesus.
II Timothy 3:14-15
14
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because
you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

2.3

O.T. a tutor to lead to Christ
Galatians 3:24-29
24
So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might be justified by faith. 25 Now that
this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian. 26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children
of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves
with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s
seed, and heirs according to the promise.
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2.3.1

No longer under a tutor when in Christ

2.3.2

Wonderful promises in Christ

3.

Jesus is most definitely in the Old Testament

3.1

Nothing makes sense without Him
Genesis 12:3
3
I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”
Genesis 29:10
10
When Jacob saw Rachel daughter of his uncle Laban, and Laban’s sheep, he went over and
rolled the stone away from the mouth of the well and watered his uncle’s sheep.

2.3.2

All fits - WITH HIM

2.3.3

He is the unifying and unfolding message of all scripture
Acts 10:43
43
All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of
sins through his name.”

I.

He is the creator, controller, sustainer and revealer
Genesis 1:1,26
1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
26
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over
all the creatures that move along the ground.”
Colossians 1:15-17
15
The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is
before all things, and in him all things hold together.
Hebrews 1:1-3
1
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various
ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all
things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory
and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he
had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
John 1:3,10,18
3
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
10
He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not
recognize him.
18
No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest
relationship with the Father, has made him known.
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II.

He is the “Jehovah” of the Old Testament
Matthew 3:3
3
This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the
wilderness,‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”
Isaiah 40:3
3
A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the
desert a highway for our God.

III.

HE IS:

1

The One who walked with Adam
Genesis 3:8
8
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden
in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

2

Who spoke to Noah
Genesis 6:13-22
13
So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with
violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 14 So make
yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. 15 This
is how you are to build it: The ark is to be three hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide and thirty
cubits high. 16 Make a roof for it, leaving below the roof an opening one cubit high all around.
Put a door in the side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks. 17 I am going to bring
floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the
breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. 18 But I will establish my covenant with you,
and you will enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. 19
You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive
with you. 20 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature that
moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. 21 You are to take every kind of food
that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them.” 22 Noah did everything just
as God commanded him.

3

Who ate with Abraham at Oak of Mamre
Genesis 18:1-3
1
The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the
entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 2 Abraham looked up and saw three men standing
nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed
low to the ground. 3 He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your
servant by.

4

Who talked to Moses from the burning bush
John 8:58
58
“Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”
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Exodus 3:1-15
1
Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led
the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There
the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that
though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this
strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over
to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I
am.” 5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are
standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father,the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look
at God. 7 The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard
them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So
I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out
of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of
the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the
Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So
now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”
11
But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out
of Egypt?” 12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who
have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this
mountain.” 13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of
your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell
them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I
AM has sent me to you.’” 15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God
of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to
you.’ “This is my name forever, the name you shall call me from generation to generation.
5

Who stood in the furnace with the three young men
Daniel 3:25
25
He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the
fourth looks like a son of the gods.”

IV.

He was predicted:

1

As the destroyer of Satan
Genesis 3:15
15
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he
will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”

2

As Messiah and King
Luke 24:27,44
27
And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all
the Scriptures concerning himself.
44
He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled
that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
Acts 1:3
3
After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he
was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of
God.

3

As priest and sacrifice
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Hebrews 10:5-7, 11-12, 21
5
Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,
but a body you prepared for me; 6 with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased.
7
Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll— I have come to do your will, my
God.’” 11 Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he
offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when this priest had offered
for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 21 and since we have a
great priest over the house of God,
Hebrews 9:11
11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, he went
through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is
to say, is not a part of this creation.
4

As prophet and teacher
Matthew 5:17
17
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish
them but to fulfill them.

5

As Saviour and Lord
John 5:39
39
You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These
are the very Scriptures that testify about me,

V.

He was foreshadowed (The things and events in the O.T. were small pictures or foreshadowings
of what we have in Christ)

1

O.T. ceremonies, events, rituals were types of Christ

2

Types/antitypes are like: Negatives/photographs; mirror images/real images; shadows/real
images
Colossians 2:16-17
16
Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious
festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of the things that
were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.
I Corinthians 10:1-13
1
For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were
all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into
Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the same
spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock
was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered
in the wilderness. 6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts
on evil things as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The
people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” 8 We should not commit
sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died.
9
We should not test Christ, as some of them did—and were killed by snakes. 10 And do not
grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by the destroying angel. 11 These things
happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the
culmination of the ages has come. 12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you
don’t fall! 13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is
faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted,
he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.
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Hebrews 9:1-14
1
Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary. 2 A
tabernacle was set up. In its first room were the lampstand and the table with its consecrated
bread; this was called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most
Holy Place, 4 which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant.
This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the stone tablets
of the covenant. 5 Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement
cover. But we cannot discuss these things in detail now. 6 When everything had been arranged
like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer room to carry on their ministry. 7 But only
the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never without blood,
which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance. 8 The Holy
Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed
as long as the first tabernacle was still functioning. 9 This is an illustration for the present time,
indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of
the worshiper. 10 They are only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings—
external regulations applying until the time of the new order.
The Blood of Christ
11
But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, he went
through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that
is to say, is not a part of this creation. 12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and
calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal
redemption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who
are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more,
then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to
God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!
Hebrews 10:1-20
1
The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves.
For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make
perfect those who draw near to worship. 2 Otherwise, would they not have stopped being
offered? For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have
felt guilty for their sins. 3 But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins. 4 It is impossible
for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world,
he said: “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; 6 with burnt
offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased. 7 Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about
me in the scroll—I have come to do your will, my God.’” 8 First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings,
burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them”—though
they were offered in accordance with the law. 9 Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do
your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second. 10 And by that will, we have been
made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11 Day after day every
priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices,
which can never take away sins. 12 But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 and since that time he waits for his enemies to
be made his footstool. 14 For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being
made holy. 15 The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: 16 “This is the covenant
I will make with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will
write them on their minds.” 17 Then he adds: “Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no
more.” 18 And where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer necessary. A Call to
Persevere in Faith 19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most
Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain,
that is, his body,
VI.

He was promised
Acts 13:32-33
32
“We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors 33 he has fulfilled for us, their
children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: “‘You are my son; today I have
become your father.’
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1

He was promised
Acts 13:32-33
32
“We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors 33 he has fulfilled for us, their
children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: “‘You are my son; today I have
become your father.’

2

All the O.T. might be summed up as an UNFULFILLED PROMISE – UNTIL CHRIST
Ephesians 1:10
10
to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in
heaven and on earth under Christ.

3

O.T. told what he would be like
Hebrews 1:5-6, 8-13
5
For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have become your
Father”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? 6 And again, when God brings
his firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.
8
But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a scepter of justice
will be the scepter of your kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil
of joy.” 10 He also says, “In the beginning, Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the
heavens are the work of your hands. 11 They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out
like a garment. 12 You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But you
remain the same, and your years will never end.” 13 To which of the angels did God ever say, “Sit
at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”?
Hebrews 11:13
13
All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were
foreigners and strangers on earth.
Hebrews 11:32-40
32
And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and
Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through faith conquered
kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions,
34
quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was
turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 35 Women
received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were tortured, refusing
to be released so that they might gain an even better resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and
flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were put to death by stoning; they were
sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins,
destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in
deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground. 39 These were all commended
for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, 40 since God had planned
something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect.
Hebrews 12:1-2
1
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance
the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the
joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God.
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CONCLUSION
IF THE SCRIPTURES DON’T MAKE SENSE WITHOUT CHRIST,
CAN YOUR LIFE MAKE SENSE WITHOUT HIM?
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WHO OWNS YOUR LIFE?
1.

Matthew 6:24 says , “No man can serve two masters”

1.1

Serve = be a slave of

1.2

Master = owner

1.3

Inference = everyone (even most independent) is a slave of someone

2.

Numerous Scriptures (as those used in this sermon) refer to our BELONGING TO SOMEONE OR
SOMETHING

2.1

Related words and concepts (used over 200 times in NT)

2.1.1

Member, body = dependence, can’t function alone

2.1.2

Steward, stewardship = responsibility to another

2.1.3

Slave, bond-servant = self-ownership relinquished

3.

Christians belong to Christ
I Cointhians 6:19-20
19
Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you
have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor
God with your bodies.
Acts 20:28
28
Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.
Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.

3.1

Because He paid the price on the Cross

3.2

Because we have signed the “deed of sale” when we entered into the “new covenant”

4.

Christians do not belong to the world
I Corinthians 7:23
23
You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of human beings.
Acts 5:29
29
Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings!

4.1

Romans 12:1-2 – Don’t let the world force you into its mold

4.2

Don’t be guided, directed by what the World thinks or does

4.3

The World’s opinions, customs, standards, styles, practices, attitudes are NOT OUR
STANDARDS

5.

Christians do not belong to themselves
I Corinthians 6:19-20
19
Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you
have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor
God with your bodies.

Making Jesus Central: Who Owns Your Life?

22-1

22

5.1

Sin = SELFishness (pride, lust, rebellion, disobedience, etc.)

5.2

Illustration = Man , “I’m my own man”

5.1.1

Not so – II Peter 2:19
II Peter 2:19
19
They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity—for “people are
slaves to whatever has mastered them.”

5.1.2

SIN
John 8:34
34
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.”

5.1.3

RIGHTEOUSNESS
Romans 6:16
16
Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves
of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience,
which leads to righteousness?

5.1.4

Invictus – (attached)

5.1.5

Illustration = Roy Hudson – sales motivation – “I can do anything if I concentrate hard enough!”
NOT TRUE
Ecclesiastes 9:11-12
11
I have seen something else under the sun: The race is not to the swift or the battle to the
strong, nor does food come to the wise or wealth to the brilliant or favor to the learned; but
time and chance happen to them all. 12 Moreover, no one knows when their hour will come: As
fish are caught in a cruel net, or birds are taken in a snare, so people are trapped by evil times
that fall unexpectedly upon them.

6.

YOUR LIFE DOES HAVE INFLUENCE AND USEFULNESS

6.1

Whether you think so or not
Romans 14:8
8
If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die,
we belong to the Lord.

6.2

The Lord intends to use you for His own ends

6.3

He has the right to do with you whatever He chooses

6.4

Commitment = unconditional surrender

6.5

“Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him,” Job 13:15

6.6

Your obligation: continually, in all things, recognise His ownership. YOU ARE NOT YOUR OWN!

7.

Does a man “BELONG” to Christ if:

7.1

his thoughts don’t belong to Christ?

7.2

his time doesn’t belong to Christ?

7.3

his possessions don’t belong to Christ?

7.4

his loyalty doesn’t belong to Christ?

7.5

his influence doesn’t belong to Christ?
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8.

Your whole duty: to glorify Him and look after His interests – and trust Him to provide for and
defend you (seek ye first the kingdom of God… Matthew 6:33)
CONCLUSION
His ownership of us recognized in Heaven
Revelations 5:9
9
And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals,
because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe
and language and people and nation.
One day He is coming back
Matthew 11:28-30
28
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
TO CLAIM WHAT IS HIS OWN POSSESSION!!!
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HEAVEN & HELL
John 5:24-29
24
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life
and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25 Very truly I tell you, a time is
coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who
hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life
in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 28 “Do not
be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice
29
and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done
what is evil will rise to be condemned.
1.

Heaven and hell are not myths, fables or jokes and ultimately EVERYONE will know of their
reality

2.

It is customary to speak of them either not at all or else as traditional folk-lore

3.

But Heaven and hell are real – Just as real as here and now!

3.1

Biblical statements; for example:

3.1.2

Matthew 13:37-43 – Wheat end tares

3.1.3

Matthew 22:1-13, 14 – Wedding feast

3.1.4

Matthew 24:45, 51 – Wicked slave

3.1.5

Matthew 25:1-13 - 10 – Virgins

3.1.6

Matthew 25:14-30 – Talents

3.1.7

Matthew 25:31-46 – Judgement

3.2

Logical inference:

3.2.1

Universal acceptance of life after death

3.2.2

Justice of God

4.

People often ask, “Where is heaven and hell? What are they like?”

4.1

Description largely figurative (give illustrations)

4.2

Probably beyond accurate comprehension

4.3

Unimportant that we have physical, geographical understanding

5.

The Important facts about Heaven and Hell

5.1

Heaven is where God and His Son are
John 14:3
3
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you
also may be where I am.
Acts 7:55-56
55
But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God.”
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5.1.1

God and perfect – nothing could be better!

5.1.2

“Life” = Unity with God
John 14:6
6
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.

5.1.3

Blessed with a perfect body to enjoy a perfect relationship with God

5.2

Hell is absence from God and His Son
II Thessalonians 1:9
9
for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to
God from idols to serve the living and true God,
Revelations 6:16
16
They called to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us[a] from the face of him
who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!

5.2.1

DEATH = Separation from God and His Son

5.2.2

Trapped in decaying, worm-eaten body of agony with no escape – no rest
Revelations 14:11
11
And the smoke of their torment will rise for ever and ever. There will be no rest day or night
for those who worship the beast and its image, or for anyone who receives the mark of its
name.”

4.2.3

Bottomless pit, fiery lake, outer darkness

5.2.4

ABSOLUTE ABSENCE OF ANYTHING GOOD! Illustration = imagine absolute zero, darkness, etc.

5.3

Heaven is for those who belong to God, purchased by Christ
Colossians 1:13-14
13
For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the
Son he loves,
Revelations 5:9
9
And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals,
because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe
and language and people and nation.

5.4

Hell is for those who do not belong to God
Matthew 25:41
41
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal
fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
Revelations 20:15
15
Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of
fire.

5.5

Bride, bridegroom
John 3:29
29
The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and
listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it
is now complete.
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Revelations 21:9
9
One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said
to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.”
Ephesians 5:25-30
25
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to
make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present
her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and
blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who
loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and
care for their body, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of his body.
5.6

Our relationship with Christ is the DECIDING FACTOR – Matthew 7:22-23; I John 5:12 – He that
has the Son has life – John 3:36
Matthew 7:22-23
22
Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your
name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them
plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’
I John 5:12
12
Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.
John 3:36
36
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for
God’s wrath remains on them.

5.7

One or the other – you will be there

5.8

I LOVE HIM WHO DIED TO SAVE ME FROM HELL AND MADE OPEN THE WAY TO LIFE
CONCLUSION
CONSIDER JUDE’S PICTURE OF THE MAN WHO GOES IT WITHOUT GOD
Jude 13
13
They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering stars, for whom blackest
darkness has been reserved forever.
OR THE ONE WITH GOD
Jude 20-25
20
But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the
Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ
to bring you to eternal life. 22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 save others by snatching them
from the fire; to others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by
corrupted flesh.
Doxology
24
To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious
presence without fault and with great joy— 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty,
power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore!
Amen.
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FACT, FAITH & FEELING
Matthew 24:37-42
37
As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days
before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the
day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood
came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two
men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with
a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not
know on what day your Lord will come.
II Peter 3:3-13
3
Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following
their own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our
ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” 5 But they
deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was
formed out of water and by water. 6 By these waters also the world of that time was deluged
and destroyed. 7 By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being
kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 8 But do not forget this one thing,
dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.
9
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 10 But
the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements
will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. 11 Since
everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live
holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day
will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.
13
But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth,
where righteousness dwells.
1.

Facts are facts, whether people believe them or not

2.

Men are often ignorant of the truth – but that doesn’t change the facts

2.1

Illustration = believing the world is flat

2.2

Illustration = believing poison is headache powder

2.3

I Corinthians 2:8 – Ignorance crucified Christ

3.

Men often believe a lie
I Corinthians 2:8
8
the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;
I Timothy 4:1-2
1
But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying
attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars
seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron,
II Timothy 3:13
13
But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.
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Matthew 24:24
24
For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to
mislead, if possible, even the elect.
Romans 16:18
18
For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their
smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.
4.

Many think the significance lies in HOW YOU FEEL ABOUT SOMETHING – WHAT IT MEANS TO
YOU

4.1

As if truth were relative to our feelings and beliefs

5.

Man’s sincere feelings are not necessarily a reflection of the FACTS

5.1

Can be ignorant and happy in the face of disaster. Illustration = Belshazzar’s feast in Daniel 5.

5.2

Can be unhappy (or happy, frightened, sorrowful, etc) as a result of believing a lie. Illustration =
Wife falsely told that her husband was killed – sorrowed just as if he had been

5.3

Feelings can be influenced by health, weather and demons

6.

Sin can also influence our feelings
Genesis 4:4-7
4
Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions. And the
LORD had regard for Abel and for his offering; 5 but for Cain and for his offering He had no
regard. So Cain became very angry and his countenance fell. 6 Then the LORD said to Cain,
“Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you do well, will not your
countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire
is for you, but you must master it.”
Psalm 38:15
15
For I hope in You, O LORD; You will answer, O Lord my God.

7.

It is very common – but dangerous – to allow ourselves to be motivated by our feelings and
emotions

7.1

Illustration = “But why should I do that if I don’t WANT to?”

7.2

“But how can I be wrong when I’m so sincere?”

7.3

What good is heartfelt sincerity and zeal IF THE FACTS ARE FALSE?
Proverbs 14:12
12
There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.
Proverbs 21:1
1
The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He
wishes

7.4

You can think you are right – but you are wrong
I Corinthians 4: 3-4
3
But to me it is a very small thing that I may be examined by you, or by any human court; in
fact, I do not even examine myself. 4 For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not
by this acquitted; but the one who examines me is the Lord.
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7.5

You can think you are wrong – but be right
I John 3:8-22
8
the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son
of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one who is born of
God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of
God. 10 By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does
not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother. 11 For this
is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another; 12
not as Cain, who was of the evil one and slew his brother. And for what reason did he slay him?
Because his deeds were evil, and his brothers were righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, brethren,
if the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love
the brethren. He who does not love abides in death. 15 Everyone who hates his brother is a
murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 We know love by
this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17
But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against
him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love with word or with
tongue, but in deed and truth. 19 We will know by this that we are of the truth, and will assure
our heart before Him 20 in whatever our heart condemns us; for God is greater than our heart
and knows all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before
God; 22 and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and
do the things that are pleasing in His sight.

7.6

No assurance is safe if based on feelings.

7.7

Must not depend on instincts, feelings.
II Peter 2:12
12
But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed,
reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be
destroyed,
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Jude 10
1
Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are the called,
beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: 2 May mercy and peace and love be
multiplied to you. 3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common
salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith
which was once for all handed down to the saints. 4 For certain persons have crept in unnoticed,
those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn
the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 5 Now
I desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all, that [e]the Lord, after saving a
people out of the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And angels
who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal
bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day, 7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and
the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and
went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal
fire. 8 Yet in the same way these men, also by dreaming, defile the flesh, and reject authority,
and revile angelic majesties. 9 But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and
argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but
said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 10 But these men revile the things which they do not understand;
and the things which they know by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these things they are
destroyed. 11 Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay they have rushed
headlong into the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.
12
These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you without
fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees
without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; 13 wild waves of the sea, casting up their own shame
like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black darkness has been reserved forever. 14 It was
also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying,
“Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, 15 to execute judgment upon all,
and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly
way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” 16 These are
grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people
for the sake of gaining an advantage.
Keep Yourselves in the Love of God
17
But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 18 that they were saying to you, “In the last time there will be mockers,
after their own ungodly lusts.” 19 These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded,
devoid of the Spirit. 20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying
in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. 22 And have mercy on some, who are doubting; 23 save others,
snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment
polluted by the flesh. 24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make
you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, 25 to the only God our Savior,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and
now and forever. Amen.
7.7.1

Our likes, dislikes, instincts and opinions are CARNAL

8.

THEN WHAT CAN WE TRUST?

8.1

Facts – outside ourselves
Hebrews 11:1
11
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

8.2

Illustration = Flying sideways – on “feelings”

8.3

Need an unchanging standard
Romans 10:17
17
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

8.4

Satan is a deceiver but he can’t change the facts
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9.

SALVATION – ALL SINCERITY WON’T GIVE IT

10.

GOSPEL – FACTS
I Corinthians 15: 1-8
1
Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you
received, in which also you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which
I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance
what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He
was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred
brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 7 then
He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He
appeared to me also.
John 20:31
31
but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;
and that believing you may have life in His name.

11.

IN FAITH, WE LOOK AT THE UNCHANGEABLE FACT OF JESUS CHRIST!

12.

HOW DO I KNOW I’M SAVED?

12.1

God says so
Acts 16: 30-31
30
and after he brought them out, he said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
The Jailer Converted 31 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and
your household.”
Mark 16:15-16
15
And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 16 He
who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be
condemned.

12.2

FAITH – ACCEPTANCE OF FACTS, DEPENDING ON SOMETHING OUTSIDE YOURSELF – JESUS
CHRIST!

12.3

Forgiveness takes place IN THE MIND OF GOD, NOT IN YOU

12.4

The RESULT of KNOWING THE FACTS is a wonderful EXPERIENCE
Acts 8:30-31; 39
30
Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, “Do you understand
what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “Well, how could I, unless someone guides me?” And he
invited Philip to come up and sit with him.
39
When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the
eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.

12.5

But Satan wants to get you seeking the EXPERIENCE rather than CHRIST: so he can deceive you by
manipulating your feelings

13.

JESUS didn’t say, “seek an experience”, but “Seek His kingdom and His righteousness…”

14.

Colossians 3:1-3 “SET YOUR MIND ON THINGS ABOVE WHERE CHRIST IS…”

15.

JESUS SAID IT, I BELIEVE IT, THAT SETTLES IT!
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THE POWER AND
AUTHORITY OF JESUS

25

1.

We live in a universe composed of energy (power)

2.

But ENERGY always comes from ENERGY. There is no power in this universe which springs up
spontaneously

3.

Jesus is the SUPERNATURAL POWER which is the source of all the natural power in the universe
John 1:1-3
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was
with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made.

4.

He made the world (by His great power) and then came into the world
John 1:10-14
10
He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not
recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet
to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s
will, but born of God. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and
truth.

5.

He demonstrated the POWER which He had. Calmed the sea, -multiplied loaves and fish, healed
the sick, raised the dead, and changed water into wine
Psalm 8
1
LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory in the
heavens. 2 Through the praise of children and infants you have established a stronghold against
your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger. 3 When I consider your heavens, the work of
your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 4 what is mankind that you
are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them? 5 You have made them a little lower
than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor. 6 You made them rulers over the
works of your hands; you put everything under their feet: 7 all flocks and herds, and the animals
of the wild, 8 the birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.
9
LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

6.

Purpose of demonstration of POWER: to demonstrate that He has the authority
Hebrews 1:1-3
1
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various
ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all
things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory
and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he
had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
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Hebrews 2:1-4
1
We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not
drift away. 2 For since the message spoken through angels was binding, and every violation
and disobedience received its just punishment, 3 how shall we escape if we ignore so great a
salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those
who heard him. 4 God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and by gifts of
the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.
6.1

If power, then authority
Matthew 9:1-8
1
Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. 2 Some men brought to
him a paralyzed man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man, “Take
heart, son; your sins are forgiven.” 3 At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves,
“This fellow is blaspheming!” 4 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you entertain evil
thoughts in your hearts? 5 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and
walk’? 6 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So
he said to the paralyzed man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.” 7 Then the man got up and
went home. 8 When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who
had given such authority to man.

6.2

POWER: strength, might, ability. AUTHORITY: (legal term) right, jurisdiction

7.

POWER & AUTHORITY go together

7.1

Power alone is brute force – can be mindless like storm or earthquake; can be illegal and chaotic
like a rampaging mob; can be tyrannical like a dictator or neighborhood bully

7.2

Authority alone is meaningless without the power to enforce the law

7.3

lllustration = Judge on the bench may be physically weak, but is backed by police force or even
army

8.

JESUS HAS BOTH POWER AND AUTHORITY

8.1

John 5:1-21,27; Son of God = Power; Son of man = authority
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John 5:1-21,27
1
Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. 2 Now there is
in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is
surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—
the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. [4] [b] 5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirtyeight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for
a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?” 7 “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one
to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else
goes down ahead of me.” 8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.”
9
At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked. The day on which this took
place was a Sabbath, 10 and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been healed, “It is
the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.” 11 But he replied, “The man who made me
well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’ ” 12 So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who
told you to pick it up and walk?” 13 The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus
had slipped away into the crowd that was there. 14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said
to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.” 15 The
man went away and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made him well.
The Authority of the Son
16
So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to
persecute him. 17 In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very
day, and I too am working.” 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he
breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with
God. 19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself;
he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also
does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even
greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead
and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it.
27
And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.
8.2

Matthew 28:18 GIVEN to Him: WHY? I Corinthians 15:22-28
Matthew 28:18
18
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me.
I Corinthians 15:22-28
22
For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in turn: Christ, the
firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 24 Then the end will come, when he
hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and
power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy
to be destroyed is death. 27 For he “has put everything under his feet.” Now when it says that
“everything” has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put
everything under Christ. 28 When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to
him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.

8.3

His nature, character and works
Philippians 2:8-11
8
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
death—even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him
the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

8.4

Power-divine, Authority - earned by obedience
Romans 1:4
4
and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power by his
resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.
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9.

Two important facts we must learn from this

9.1

We must learn to claim and use His authority

9.2

We must never claim or usurp any authority as if it were our own
Matthew 16:19
19
I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

10.

His Power and Authority are available to us!
II Corinthians 9:8
8
And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you
need, you will abound in every good work.
Romans 8:32
32
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along
with him, graciously give us all things?
John 15:5
5
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

10.1

Everything we need to OBEY – Nothing to legislate (or make laws)

11

Jesus spoke with Authority
Matthew 7:29
29
because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.
Luke 4:32
32
They were amazed at his teaching, because his words had authority.

11.1

We speak only with His authority

11.2

No denominational or Hierarchical authority is valid

12.

He is Head of the Church
Ephesians 1:19-23
19
and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty
strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name
that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all
things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is
his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

12.1

Body upholds the ONE Head; sheep look to shepherd

12.2

Bridegroom – bride – spiritual adultery

13.

He has authority over evil spirits
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Matthew 8:16
16
When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove
out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick.
13.1

He gave us authority (but not power)
Luke 10:17-20
17
The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your
name.” 18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 I have given you authority
to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will
harm you. 20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names
are written in heaven.”

13.2

ONLY IN HIS NAME

14.

He has authority to forgive sins
Matthew 9:6
6
But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said
to the paralyzed man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.”

14.1

We can only offer His forgiveness
John 20:23
23
If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not
forgiven.”
Luke 24:47
47
and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem.

14.2

He died for sins – no man or priest or denomination

15.

He is at God’s RIGHT HAND

15.1

We speak to God in prayer by His authority
John 16:23-28
23
In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you
whatever you ask in my name. 24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my name.
Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. 25 “Though I have been speaking
figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but will tell you
plainly about my Father. 26 In that day you will ask in my name. I am not saying that I will ask
the Father on your behalf. 27 No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and
have believed that I came from God. 28 I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am
leaving the world and going back to the Father.”

16.

WHAT AUTHORITY RULES YOUR LIFE?

16.1

Beware self-rule is actually Satanic
II Timothy 3:5
5
having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people.
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16.2

Turn from authority of Satan to God
Acts 26:18
18
to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God,
so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by
faith in me.’

16.3

Control within or from without

17.

ULTIMATE TRIUMPH OF HIS DIVINE POWER AND AUTHORITY
I Corinthians 15:24
24
Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has
destroyed all dominion, authority and power.
Philippians 2:10-11
10
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

17.1

Receive Him = Receive Power
John 1:12
12
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God—
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26

ONE IN CHRIST
I Corinthians 11:17-19
17
In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do more harm than
good. 18 In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions
among you, and to some extent I believe it. 19 No doubt there have to be differences among you
to show which of you have God’s approval.
1.

Perhaps the most notable characteristic of the World-wide “Christian” community is Division

1.1

Disagreement, competition, antagonism, jealousy

1.2

Two kinds of division:

1.2.1

Between individuals and groups within congregations

1.2.2

Between groups – denominations or movements (Catholic, Protestant, Reformed, Liberal,
Charismatic, etc.)

2.

The Sin of division Cannot be overstated

2.1

The World has God-given right to judge the church:

2.1.1

John 13:34-35 – whether we are disciples
John 13:34-35
34
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one
another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

2.1.2

Whether Jesus is of God
John 17:21,23
21
that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be
in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
23
I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will
know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

2.2

Division – causes world to disbelieve

2.3

Division – brings disrepute in the Church of Jesus - Illustration = Gandhi, Ireland, etc.
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3.

Many scriptural warnings

3.1

Main theme of I Corinthians
I Corinthians
1
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 2 To
the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy people,
together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord
and ours: 3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Thanksgiving
4
I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you
have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge— 6 God thus
confirming our testimony about Christ among you. 7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift
as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will also keep you firm to the
end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, who has
called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
A Church Divided Over Leaders
10
I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you
agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that
you be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11 My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s
household have informed me that there are quarrels among you.
12
What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another,
“I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for
you? Were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I did not baptize any of you
except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (Yes, I
also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone
else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom and
eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.
Christ Crucified Is God’s Power and Wisdom
18
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the
intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher
of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God
was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews
demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom,
23
but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but
to those whom God has called,both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom
of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is
stronger than human strength. 26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were
called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many
were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this
world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so
that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has
become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.
31
Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”
Matthew 24:24
24
For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to
deceive, if possible, even the elect.
II Corinthians 12:20
20
For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as I want you to be, and you may not
find me as you want me to be. I fear that there may be discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish
ambition, slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder.
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Jude 17-19
17
But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 18 They said
to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.”
19
These are the people who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the
Spirit.
Acts 20:28-31
28
Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.
Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 29 I know that after
I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your
own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them.
31
So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you
night and day with tears.
3.2

Lord’s Supper

4.

Causes of Divisions: ALWAYS = SEPARATION FROM CHRIST

4.1

False teachers

4.2

Following outstanding man

4.3

Attempted reformation of apostate churches

4.4

Man-made traditions or inventions

4.5

State religions

4.6

Human authorities, heads, hierarchies, councils, etc.

4.7

Human writings made binding

5.

Usual Answers and Proposed Solutions

5.1

Mergers, W.C.C., Institutional “Super Church”

5.2

Disregard doctrines – Unite on “subjective reality”

5.3

Claim we are united – “Invisible Church”

5.4

That division and diversity is good or irrelevant

5.5

“Ours is the TRUE CHURCH”

6.

WHAT IS CHRIST’S SOLUTION?

6.1

John 17: 20-23 – One “in Father and Son”
John 17: 20-23
20
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their
message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May
they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the
glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so
that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and
have loved them even as you have loved me.

6.2

Love of the brethren
John 13:35
35
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

6.3

Avoid those who cause division, false teachers
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Romans 16:17-18
17
I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles
in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them.
18
For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk and
flattery they deceive the minds of naive people.
I Timothy 6:3-5
3
If anyone teaches otherwise and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus
Christ and to godly teaching, 4 they are conceited and understand nothing. They have an
unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife,
malicious talk, evil suspicions 5 and constant friction between people of corrupt mind, who have
been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain.
II Timothy 2:23
23
Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they
produce quarrels.
6.4

Lose all identity except belong to Christ
Colossians 3:3
3
For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.
Matthew 16:25
25
For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it.

6.5

Preach and hold to the Gospel
I Corinthians 1:1-3
1
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 2 To
the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy people,
together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord
and ours: 3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

7.

What must we do about the sin of division?

7.1

Preach CHRIST – uphold loyalty to HIM ALONE!

7.2

Love those who name Jesus as Lord in any denomination – BUT don’t be caught up yourself in
their system. (We are brothers, in spite of, not because of, sect or segment)

7.3

Don’t look down on those you disagree with – help them look up to Christ, alone

7.4

NO CREED BUT CHRIST – NO BOOK BUT THE BIBLE - NO NAME BUT CHRISTIAN

7.5

Pray for unity
CONCLUSION

1.

We have nothing to offer the World but Jesus!

2.

Don’t make Him do competition in your life with anything else

3.

Repent of any cause of division and turn your eyes on Jesus only
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JESUS CHRIST: GOD’S
BEST EVIDENCE

27

Hebrews 11:1-6
1
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is
what the ancients were commended for. 3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed
at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 4 By faith Abel
brought God a better offering than Cain did. By faith he was commended as righteous, when
God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith Abel still speaks, even though he is dead. 5 By faith
Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death: “He could not be found,
because God had taken him away.” For before he was taken, he was commended as one who
pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to
him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
1.

The world is full of skeptics – God wants believers
I Corinthians 1:18-29
18
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the
intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher
of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God
was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.
22
Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser
than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. 26 Brothers
and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by
human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose
the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to
shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the
things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him.
I Corinthians 2:2-5, 7, 10
2
For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.
3
I came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling. 4 My message and my preaching
were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5 so
that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power. 7 No, we declare God’s
wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time
began. 9 However, as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no
human mind has conceived”—the things God has prepared for those who love him—10 these
are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep
things of God.

2.

People need evidence, reasons
Hebrews 11:1, 6
1
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 6 And
without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
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3.

The Bible doesn’t defend, argue for, God’s existence

3.1

Genesis 1:1 – Assumes that God is
Genesis 1:1
1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
Psalm 14:1
1
The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no
one who does good.
Psalm 19:1
1
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
Romans 1:18
18
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness
of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness,

3.2

JESUS CHRIST IS THE ULTIMATE PROOF – ARGUE FOR GOD BY ARGUING JESUS CHRIST

4.

Purpose of Scripture – to reveal Christ
John 5:39
39
You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These
are the very Scriptures that testify about me,

4.1

Christ – God’s best evidence

4.2

I Corinthians 1:21-24 – Only know God by preaching Christ “Christ”, the power of God, the
wisdom of God”
I Corinthians 1:21-24
21
For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was
pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews
demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block
to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
John 20:30-31
30
Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in
this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
John 14:8-11
8
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 9 Jesus answered: “Don’t
you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that
I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my
own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when
I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the
works themselves.
John 8:19
19
Then they asked him, “Where is your father?” “You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus
replied. “If you knew me, you would know my Father also.”
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4.3

IN REVEALING CHRIST, WE COME TO KNOW GOD

5.

The character and deeds of Jesus

5.1

Unique, incomparable, peerless, matchless, unexcelled greatness, never another life like his

5.2

Both Gospel record and secular history agree Jesus was the greatest man who ever lived

5.3

Defend the Gospel record. No disciple could have dreamed Him up

6.

If God became man, what would we expect Him to be like?

6.1

Not interested in physical characteristics or conditions of His time

6.2

What would His character have been?

6.2.1

Sinless
John 8:46
46
Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me?
II Corinthians 5:21
21
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
Hebrews 4:15
15
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.
I Peter 2:22
22
“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

6.2.2

Holy – (sacred, sanctified)
Hebrews 7:26
26
Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from
sinners, exalted above the heavens.

6.2.3

His words would be the greatest words ever spoken – (their influence felt even today)
John 7:46
46
“No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards replied.

6.2.4

Personality – with the most profound impact – Matthew 4:23-25 – with authority and power –
Matthew 7:29 – with humility – John 13:3-15
Matthew 4:23-25
Jesus Heals the Sick 23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among
the people. 24 News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill
with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures,
and the paralyzed; and he healed them. 25 Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem,
Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.
Matthew 7:29
29
because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.
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John 13:3-15
3
Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from
God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and
wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to
wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came
to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You do
not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall
never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 9 “Then,
Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 10 Jesus
answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean.
And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him,
and that was why he said not every one was clean. 12 When he had finished washing their feet,
he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?”
he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now
that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.
15
I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.
6.3

One who could work supernaturally
John 3:2
2
He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come
from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.”
Matthew 8:27
27
The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves
obey him!”
Matthew 11:1-6
1
After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and
preach in the towns of Galilee. 2 When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of
the Messiah, he sent his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we
expect someone else?” 4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see:
5
The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6 Blessed is anyone who does
not stumble on account of me.”

6.4

One who would manifest both LOVE and Wrath of God – Love John 15:13-14
wrath – John 2:14-17; Luke 11:29-52
John 15:13-14
13
Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends
if you do what I command.
John 2:14-17
14
In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at
tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple
courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned
their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s
house into a market!” 17 His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will
consume me.”
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Luke 11:29-52
The Sign of Jonah
29
As the crowds increased, Jesus said, “This is a wicked generation. It asks for a sign, but none
will be given it except the sign of Jonah. 30 For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will
the Son of Man be to this generation. 31 The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with
the people of this generation and condemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth to
listen to Solomon’s wisdom; and now something greater than Solomon is here. 32 The men of
Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented
at the preaching of Jonah; and now something greater than Jonah is here.
The Lamp of the Body
33
“No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a bowl. Instead
they put it on its stand, so that those who come in may see the light. 34 Your eye is the lamp of
your body. When your eyes are healthy, your whole body also is full of light. But when they are
unhealthy, your body also is full of darkness. 35 See to it, then, that the light within you is not
darkness. 36 Therefore, if your whole body is full of light, and no part of it dark, it will be just as
full of light as when a lamp shines its light on you.”
Woes on the Pharisees and the Experts in the Law
37
When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went in and
reclined at the table. 38 But the Pharisee was surprised when he noticed that Jesus did not first
wash before the meal. 39 Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside
of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40 You foolish people!
Did not the one who made the outside make the inside also? 41 But now as for what is inside
you—be generous to the poor, and everything will be clean for you. 42 “Woe to you Pharisees,
because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you
neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter without leaving the
former undone. 43 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important seats in the
synagogues and respectful greetings in the marketplaces. 44 “Woe to you, because you are like
unmarked graves, which people walk over without knowing it.” 45 One of the experts in the
law answered him, “Teacher, when you say these things, you insult us also.” 46 Jesus replied,
“And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you load people down with burdens they can
hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them. 47 “Woe to you, because
you build tombs for the prophets, and it was your ancestors who killed them. 48 So you testify
that you approve of what your ancestors did; they killed the prophets, and you build their
tombs. 49 Because of this, God in his wisdom said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some
of whom they will kill and others they will persecute.’ 50 Therefore this generation will be held
responsible for the blood of all the prophets that has been shed since the beginning of the
world,
7.

He would be the most DIVINE man who ever lived
John 1:14,18
14
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory
of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 18 No one has ever
seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the
Father, has made him known.

8.

One who could display a SUBLIME purpose – I Corinthians 2:9 – Beyond imagination of man
I Corinthians 2:7-8 – The atonement – Romans 5:6-8. One who was immortal – death could not
hold Him – Acts 2:24, II Timothy 1:10, Romans 1:4
I Corinthians 2:9
9
However, as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human
mind has conceived”—the things God has prepared for those who love him—
I Corinthians 2:7-8
7
No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our
glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
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Romans 5:6-8
6
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly
dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.
Acts 2:24
24
But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was
impossible for death to keep its hold on him.
II Timothy 1:10
10
but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has
destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
Romans 1:4
4
and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power by his
resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.
CONCLUSION
GOD BECAME MAN THROUGH HIS SON, JESUS CHRIST
THERE IS NO ACCOUNTING FOR JESUS EXCEPT AS THE DIVINE SON OF GOD
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28

TO GOD BE THE GLORY!
Romans 8:16 – 30, 37
16
The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, heirs
also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also
be glorified with Him. 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the anxious longing of the
creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected
to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself
also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children
of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth
together until now. 23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons,
the redemption of our body. 24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not
hope; for who hopes for what he already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with
perseverance we wait eagerly for it.
Our Victory in Christ
26
In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we
should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 27 and He
who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the
saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that God causes all things to work together
for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 29 For those
whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so
that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He
also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also
glorified. 37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.
I Peter 4:11
11
Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is
to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may
be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever.
Amen.
1.

Vss. 16-18

1.1

As children of God, something wonderful awaits us

1.2

We will see GLORY beyond our imaginations

1.3

Let’s consider now that GLORY:

2.

Vss. 19-22

2.1

The creation is under a curse – lost Glory

2.2

But even so, consider its glory:

2.2.1

All His works
Psalm 111:2-3
2
Great are the works of the LORD; They are studied by all who delight in them. 3 Splendid and
majestic is His work, and His righteousness endures forever.
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2.3

Thunder
Psalm 29:1-9
1
Ascribe to the LORD, O sons of the mighty, Ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 2 Ascribe to
the LORD the glory due to His name; Worship the LORD in holy array. 3 The voice of the LORD is
upon the waters; The God of glory thunders, The LORD is over many waters. 4 The voice of the
LORD is powerful, the voice of the LORD is majestic. 5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
Yes, the LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. 6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, And
Sirion like a young wild ox. 7 The voice of the LORD hews out flames of fire. 8 The voice of the
LORD shakes the wilderness; The LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 9 The voice of the LORD
makes the deer to calve And strips the forests bare; And in His temple everything says, “Glory!”

2.4

A flower
Matthew 6:28
28
And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not
toil nor do they spin,

2.5

Heavens
Psalm 19:1
1
The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the work of His
hands.

2.6

From vastly large to vastly small:
I Corinthians 15:40-41
40
There are also heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is one, and
the glory of the earthly is another. 41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the
moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory

2.6.1

Space, stars, moon, planets

2.6.2

Flower, a beautiful sunset, snowflake

2.6.3

World’s scenery

3.

Vss. 23-25

3.1

Yet we look forward to something greater
I Corinthians 15:42-43
42
So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an
imperishable body; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is
raised in power;

4.

Romans Vss. 26-27

4.1

But we need help to see and know GLORIOUS THINGS

4.2

When we’ve been in darkness, dazzling light hurts our weak eyes!

5.

Rom. Vs. 28

5.1

We look to God, the source of all God, Ultimate Glory:

5.2

Consider the supremacy of the Creator over His Creation
Psalm 19:1
1
The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the work of His
hands.
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5.3

The Glorification of God: the Ultimate Purpose
Psalm 24:10
10
Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah.
Psalm 72:19
19
And blessed be His glorious name forever; And may the whole earth be filled with His glory.
Amen, and Amen.
Psalm 115:1
1
Not to us, O LORD, not to us, But to Your name give glory because of Your loving kindness,
because of Your truth.
I Timothy 1:17
17
Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and
ever. Amen.
I Timothy 6:15-16
15
which He will bring about at the proper time—He who is the blessed and only Sovereign,
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, 16 who alone possesses immortality and dwells in
unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal
dominion! Amen.
Isaiah 6:1-5
1
In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with
the train of His robe filling the temple. 2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings:
with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one
called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of
His glory.” 4 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out,
while the temple was filling with smoke. 5 Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I
am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the
King, the LORD of hosts.”
I Corinthians 10:31
31
Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God
I Corinthians 15:28
28
When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One
who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in all.
Matthew 6:13
13
‘And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil.[For Yours is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever. Amen.’]

6.
Romans 8 Vss. 29-30,17
29
For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image
of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He
predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He
justified, He also glorified.
17
and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with
Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.
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6.1

The Glorification of God: the Ultimate Purpose
Hebrews 1:3
3
And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all
things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high,
Hebrews 2:7,9
7
“You have made him for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned him with glory
and honor, and have appointed him over the works of your hands;
9
But we do see Him who was made [a]for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus,
because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He
might taste death for everyone.
John 1:14, 17
14
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
17
For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.
Philippians 2:8-11
8
Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point
of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed
on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL
BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue
will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

6.2

Those IN CHRIST have ALREADY been glorified

6.2.1

Romans Vs. 30 – and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He
called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified (PAST TENSE)

6.2.2

Ephesians 1:20; Ephesians 2:5-6
Ephesians 1:20
20
which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His
right hand in the heavenly places,
Ephesians 2:5-6
5
even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace
you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus,

6.3

Christ, our HOPE
Romans 8 Vss. 23-25
23
And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves
groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.
24
For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he
already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for
it.
Romans 8 Vs. 29
29
For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His
Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; (BE LIKE HIM)

Making Jesus Central: To God be the Glory!

28-4

I John 3:2
2
Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We
know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.
Philippians 3:21
21
who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory,
by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.
II Corinthians 3:7-18
7
But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, came with glory, so that the sons of
Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses because of the glory of his face, fading as it
was, 8 how will the ministry of the Spirit fail to be even more with glory? 9 For if the ministry of
condemnation has glory, much more does the ministry of righteousness abound in glory. 10 For
indeed what had glory, in this case has no glory because of the glory that surpasses it. 11 For if
that which fades away was with glory, much more that which remains is in glory. 12 Therefore
having such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech, 13 and are not like Moses, who used
to put a veil over his face so that the sons of Israel would not look intently at the end of what
was fading away. 14 But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the
old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ. 15 But to this day
whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; 16 but whenever a person turns to the Lord,
the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
II Corinthians 4:4
4
in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they
might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
7.

Christ in us, the hope of Glory
Colossians 1:27
27
to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Colossians 3:1-2
1
Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that
are on earth.

7.1

One goal: Glorify God in EVERYTHING!
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EVERY SPIRITUAL
BLESSING IN CHRIST

29

SCRIPTURE VERSES

Great themes of the gospel - Ephesians 1 and Romans 8
Ephesians 1
1
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To God’s holy people in Ephesus, the faithful
in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Praise for Spiritual Blessings in Christ
3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious
grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished
on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will
according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the
times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.
11
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works
out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first
to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were included in
Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed,
you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing
our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his
glory.
Thanksgiving and Prayer
5
For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s
people, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep
asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart
may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches
of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who
believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and
authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age
but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be
head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything
in every way.
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Romans 8
1
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.
3
For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin
in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who
do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 Those who live according to the
flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the
Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind governed by the flesh is death,
but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile
to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the
flesh cannot please God. 9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm
of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of
Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is
subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit
of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will
also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 12 Therefore, brothers
and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. 13 For if you
live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the
body, you will live. 14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The
Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit
you received brought about your adoption to son ship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The
Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then
we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order
that we may also share in his glory.
Present Suffering and Future Glory
18
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be
revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be
revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will
of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage
to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the
whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23
Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for our adoption to son ship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But
if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 26 In the same way, the Spirit
helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.
28
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And
those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also
glorified.
More Than Conquerors
31
What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
32
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along
with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God
has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus
who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also
interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we
face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor demons,neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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PART 1

ADOPTION/INHERITANCE
1.1

Election/predestination (objects of salvation)

1.2

Redemption (means of salvation)

1.3

Adoption/inheritance (rewards of salvation)

1.4

Eternal security (scope of salvation)

2.

Introduction:

2.1

In Christ, we are predestined/elect/chosen

2.2

Predestined for what? (what is the end/object?)

2.2.1

Redemption: bought out of slavery

2.2.2

Adoption: inducted into God’s family

2.2.3

As sons we are heirs, inherit great blessings!

2.2.4

Proposition: apply the principle of Christ-centredness and discover what it means to be adopted/
heirs of God
Ephesians 1:5,11,14
5
he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his
pleasure and will—
11
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works
out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,
14
who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s
possession—to the praise of his glory.
Romans 8:14-25,29
14
For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received
does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought
about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry,“Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies
with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs
of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also
share in his glory.
Present Suffering and Future Glory
18
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be
revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be
revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will
of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage
to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the
whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23
Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if
we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
29
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he
might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.
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3.

Jesus the only-begotten son

3.1

Son = a very special relationship

3.2

Like begets like

3.3

Son of a king = heir of throne

3.4

Owner of the universe

4.

He was: (some facts re. Nature, character and deeds of Jesus Christ)

4.1

With the father
John 16:28
28
I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to
the Father.”

4.2

Gave up position/benefits of sonship – Became like us – Paid the price to redeem from death,
slavery
Philippians 2:6
6
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to
his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross!

4.3

Re-born from the dead
Colossians 1:18
18
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among
the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.

4.4

Enthroned
Philippians 2:9-11
9
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every
name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.
Ephesians 1:18-23
18
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope
to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength
20
he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that
is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things
under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body,
the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

4.5

Inherited kingdom
Hebrews 1:2,13
2
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,
and through whom also he made the universe.
13
To which of the angels did God ever say, “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a
footstool for your feet”?
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5.

When we are in him, this applies to us: He did it for us! (notice how it all only has meaning
through/in Christ)
Hebrews 2:9-15
9
But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned
with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste
death for everyone. 10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for
whom and through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect
through what he suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made
holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters.
12
He says, “I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; in the assembly I will sing
your praises.” 13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again he says, “Here am I, and
the children God has given me.” 14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in
their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of
death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear
of death.

5.1

Imputed sonship – In Christ we are adopted
Ephesians 1:5
5
he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his
pleasure and will—
Romans 8:14-16
14
For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received
does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought
about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies
with our spirit that we are God’s children.

5.2

Fellow heirs with Christ
Romans 8:17
17
Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

5.3

Inheritance held in store by him
Ephesians 1:3
3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.
Ephesians 2:4-7
4
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even
when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us
up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in
the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness
to us in Christ Jesus.
Romans 8:17-19,23
17
Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
Present Suffering and Future Glory 18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager
expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have
the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the
redemption of our bodies.
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I Peter 1:3-5
3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you,
5
who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready
to be revealed in the last time.
5.4

Seed begotten, by faith
I John 5:1,4-5
1
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the
father loves his child as well.
4
for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the
world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God.

5.5

Birth from the dead pre-figured
John 3:3-5
3
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born
again.” 4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they
cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly
I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit.
Romans 6:3-6
3
Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him
in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body
ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—
Galatians 3:26-27
26
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

5.6

Ultimate re-birth
Romans 8:29
29
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he
might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.
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I Corinthians 15:39-50
39
Not all flesh is the same: People have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another
and fish another. 40 There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the
splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another.
41
The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs
from star in splendor. 42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown
is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there
is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So it is written: “The first man Adam became
a living being”; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 46 The spiritual did not come first, but the
natural, and after that the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the dust of the earth; the second
man is of heaven. 48 As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the
heavenly man, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 And just as we have borne the image of
the earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly man. 50 I declare to you, brothers
and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable
inherit the imperishable.
I John 3:1-2
1
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!
And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
2
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.
But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.
Philippians 3:20-21
20
But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.
Titus 3:5-7
5
he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved
us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on
us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we
might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
5.7

Shall be enthroned with him
Ephesians 2:4-7
4
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even
when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us
up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in
the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness
to us in Christ Jesus.

5.8

Inherit: Kingdom
Matthew 25:31-34
31
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his
glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep
on his right and the goats on his left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you
who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world
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5.9

Eternal life
Matthew 19:29
29
And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or
children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life.

5.10

Promise of Abraham
Hebrews 6:11-12
11
We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, so that what you hope for
may be fully realized. 12 We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through
faith and patience inherit what has been promised.

5.11

The blessing
Hebrews 12:17
17
Afterward, as you know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. Even
though he sought the blessing with tears, he could not change what he had done.
I Peter 3:9
9
Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing,
because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.
Romans 4:13
13
It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he
would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith.
Genesis 12:1-3
1
The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household
to the land I will show you. 2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make
your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever
curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
Genesis 15:1
1
After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am
your shield, your very great reward.”
Genesis 27:27-29
27
So he went to him and kissed him. When Isaac caught the smell of his clothes,he blessed him
and said, “Ah, the smell of my son is like the smell of a field that the LORD has blessed. 28 May
God give you heaven’s dew and earth’s richness—an abundance of grain and new wine. 29 May
nations serve you and peoples bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, and may the sons
of your mother bow down to you. May those who curse you be cursed and those who bless you
be blessed.”
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Deuteronomy 28:3-13
3
You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country. 4 The fruit of your womb will be
blessed, and the crops of your land and the young of your livestock—the calves of your herds
and the lambs of your flocks. 5 Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed. 6 You
will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out. 7 The LORD will grant that
the enemies who rise up against you will be defeated before you. They will come at you from
one direction but flee from you in seven. 8 The LORD will send a blessing on your barns and on
everything you put your hand to. The LORD your God will bless you in the land he is giving you.
9
The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you keep the
commands of the LORD your God and walk in obedience to him. 10 Then all the peoples on earth
will see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they will fear you. 11 The LORD will
grant you abundant prosperity—in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the
crops of your ground—in the land he swore to your ancestors to give you. 12 The LORD will open
the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all
the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations but will borrow from none. 13 The LORD
will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay attention to the commands of the LORD your
God that I give you this day and carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, never at
the bottom.
CONCLUSION
1

Imagine what it means to be part of God’s family!

2

How do “sons of God’’ act?
Job 38:7
7
while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?
Revelations 21:7
7
Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my
children.

3

Adoption = Legally declared a son / New birth certificate / New name / New percentage
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PART 2

ETERNAL SECURITY
1. 1

Election/predestination (objects of salvation)

1.2

Redemption (means of salvation)

1.3

Adoption/inheritance (rewards of salvation)

1.4

Eternal security (scope of salvation)
Ephesians 1:13-14
13
And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,
14
who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s
possession—to the praise of his glory.
Romans 8:33-39
33
Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies.
34
Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who
was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or
nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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2.

Introduction:

2.1

In Christ, we are predestined/elect/chosen/foreknown

2.2

Predestined/foreknown for what? (What is the end/object?)

2.2.1

Redemption: bought out of slavery

2.2.2

Adoption: inducted into God’s family

2.2.3

As sons we are heirs, inherit great blessings!

2.2.4

Those in Christ are saved = eternally secure!

2.3

We do need assurance; “faith” implied trust, confidence

2.4

Proposition: Apply the principle of Christ-centredness and discover what assurance/security we
have in regard to salvation (is it possible to fall from God’s saving grace?)

3.

Scenario one: Salvation is accomplished entirely as a sovereign act of God:

3.1

Salvation is entirely by grace; we can do nothing to deserve it; it is a gift

3.2

We are inherently too sinful to be able to have faith; man’s part in salvation is zero! Luther:
every good work, though performed as well as possible, is still a venial sin...Yea, every action of
a just man is damnable, and a mortal sin. Melanchthon: all our actions and exertions are sins.
Calvin: never, yet, has a plus person done a pius work which is not damnable in the sight of God

3.3

“Regeneration” = a work the Holy Spirit does in us to make it possible to believe

3.4

We are foreknown, then we cannot lose our inheritance, or God’s foreknowledge would be
wrong!

3.5

Therefore we can do nothing to lose it

3.6

Therefore: eternal security is the necessary corollary to predestination! Once- saved, always
saved!

3.7

Perporting to base all on God, it is man-centred (individual is/is not predestined, redeemed, etc.)

3.8

Salvation is based as much on what is done in/to man as in what Christ has done in/with
himself!

3.9

Man is less than the image of God, a robot forced to repent /believe

4.

Scenario two: Predestination/election finds its meaning only in Jesus Christ:

4.1

Christ is the predestined one

4.2

God had a plan from the beginning

4.3

That plan centred on character/nature/deeds of Jesus

4.4

No question as to the ultimate outcome of events

4.5

Redemption/regeneration, adoption/inheritance find meaning only in Jesus Christ (not in us!)

4.6

Has been experienced only by Christ

4.7

Our standing now = imputed by virtue of Jesus Christ

4.8

Ours by faith (one day by experience)

4.9

Faith is a real choice – man will (image of God) Finds meaning in nature of creator

4.10

Jesus Christ: the elect/eternally secure one
Romans 6:8-11
8
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we know that since
Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.
10
The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 In the
same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
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4.11

Therefore his body (being himself) = eternally secure

4.12

No question as to its eternal destiny

4.13

Therefore members of Christ’s body (his property)

4.14

Individuals choose to be/not be in a safe position!

4.15

Can an individual, once in a saved state , “fall from grace”,?

4.16

Yes: because “eternal security” applies to Christ, his body

4.17

Yes: witness of Scripture
Matthew 10:22
22
You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be
saved.
I Corinthians 9:27
27
No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I
myself will not be disqualified for the prize.
Galatians 5:4
4
You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen
away from grace.
Hebrews 3:12-14
12
See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns
away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so
that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 14 We have come to share in Christ, if
indeed we hold our original conviction firmly to the very end.
Hebrews 4:11
11
Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will perish by following
their example of disobedience.
Hebrews 6:4-6
4
It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift,
who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and
the powers of the coming age 6 and who have fallen away, to be brought back to repentance.
To their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public
disgrace.

4.18

Not locked in Him, but “in him, marked”
Ephesians 1:13-14
13
And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,
14
who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s
possession—to the praise of his glory.
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4.19

Compare: Never victims of circumstances beyond our control; never forcibly jerked away from
Jesus Christ
Romans 8:31-39
31
What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
32
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along
with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God
has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus
who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also
interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we
face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,
39
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
John 10:27-29
27
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and
they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given
them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.
I Peter 1:4-5
4
and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven
for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that
is ready to be revealed in the last time.

4.20

we will not be held hostage, either by sin or by God

4.21

Illustration = God is not like “Asimov’s mule”

4.22

No one is forced to believe in Jesus Christ

4.23

No one is forced to stay in Jesus Christ

4.24

We can go out- through the same door we came in!
CONCLUSION

1.

How to be eternally secure:

1.1

Saving relationship (covenant) with God through Jesus Christ

1.1.1

Grace = everything God has done (through Christ) including our created ability to
understand/respond

1.1.2

Faith = everything man does in response

1.2

Salvation is only in Jesus Christ
John 14:6
6
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.

1.3

Apart from Christ – no security (not even insecure possibility of salvation) – in Christ = total
security

1.4

We respond willingly/ accept his gift

1.5

We trust him rather than ourselves

1.6

In him, we could not be safer!

1.7

God is absolutely trustworthy
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PART 3

REDEMPTION
1.1

Election/predestination (objects of salvation)

1.2

Redemption (means of salvation)

1.3

Adoption (results of salvation)

1.4

Eternal security (scope of Salvation)

2.

Introduction: Christ Jesus = the elect/predestined one

2.1

In Christ, we are predestined/elect/chosen

2.2

Predestined for what? (what is the end/object?) – two great benefits of being the elect

2.2.1

Redemption: bought out of slavery

2.2.2

Adoption: inducted into God’s family

3.

Scriptures teach: redeemed in order to be adopted
Galatians 4:5-7
5
to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 6 Because you are
his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.”
7
So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you
also an heir.

3.1

Adopted in order to be redeemed
Hebrews 2:10-17
10
In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through
whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he
suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the same
family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. 12 He says, “I will declare your
name to my brothers and sisters; in the assembly I will sing your praises.” 13 And again, “I will
put my trust in him.” And again he says, “Here am I, and the children God has given me.”
14
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death
he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and
free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not
angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like them,
fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in
service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.

3.2

Adoption = redemption
Romans 8:23
23
Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies.
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4.

Both refer to great salvation events of past/present/future

4.1

Proposition: apply the principle of Christ-centredness and discover what it means to be redeemed

4.2

In heaven now, for our future
Ephesians 1:3,10
3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.
10
to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in
heaven and on earth under Christ.
Romans 8:28
28
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose.
Ephesians 1:7-8a
7
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the
riches of God’s grace 8a that he lavished on us.
Ephesians 1:13-14
13
And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,
14
who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s
possession—to the praise of his glory

5.

Definition of “redemption”:

5.1

Buy back, pay back (property pawned/attracted for debts?)

5.2

In this case, applies to human ransom = slavery /condemnation

5.3

Historical background: Old Testament redeemer (“the Lord our redeemer”)

5.4

Firstborn in Egypt
Exodus 13:13-15
13
Redeem with a lamb every firstborn donkey, but if you do not redeem it, break its neck.
Redeem every firstborn among your sons. 14 “In days to come, when your son asks you, ‘What
does this mean?’ say to him, ‘With a mighty hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, out of the
land of slavery. 15 When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed the firstborn of
both people and animals in Egypt. This is why I sacrifice to the LORD the first male offspring of
every womb and redeem each of my firstborn sons.’

5.5

Deliverance from Egypt
Exodus 6:6
6
“Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the
yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an
outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment.
Exodus 15:13
13
In your unfailing love you will lead the people you have redeemed. In your strength you will
guide them to your holy dwelling.
Psalm 78:35
35
They remembered that God was their Rock, that God Most High was their Redeemer.
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5.6

Kinsman – redeemer
Leviticus 25:25-27
25
“‘If one of your fellow Israelites becomes poor and sells some of their property, their nearest
relative is to come and redeem what they have sold. 26 If, however, there is no one to redeem it
for them but later on they prosper and acquire sufficient means to redeem it themselves, 27 they
are to determine the value for the years since they sold it and refund the balance to the one to
whom they sold it; they can then go back to their own property.
Leviticus 25:47-55
47
“‘If a foreigner residing among you becomes rich and any of your fellow Israelites become
poor and sell themselves to the foreigner or to a member of the foreigner’s clan, 48 they retain
the right of redemption after they have sold themselves. One of their relatives may redeem
them: 49 An uncle or a cousin or any blood relative in their clan may redeem them. Or if they
prosper, they may redeem themselves. 50 They and their buyer are to count the time from the
year they sold themselves up to the Year of Jubilee. The price for their release is to be based
on the rate paid to a hired worker for that number of years. 51 If many years remain, they must
pay for their redemption a larger share of the price paid for them. 52 If only a few years remain
until the Year of Jubilee, they are to compute that and pay for their redemption accordingly.
53
They are to be treated as workers hired from year to year; you must see to it that those to
whom they owe service do not rule over them ruthlessly. 54 “‘Even if someone is not redeemed
in any of these ways, they and their children are to be released in the Year of Jubilee, 55 for the
Israelites belong to me as servants. They are my servants, whom I brought out of Egypt. I am
the LORD your God.
Ruth 4:1-12
1
Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate and sat down there just as the guardian-redeemer
he had mentioned came along. Boaz said, “Come over here, my friend, and sit down.” So he
went over and sat down. 2 Boaz took ten of the elders of the town and said, “Sit here,” and
they did so. 3 Then he said to the guardian-redeemer, “Naomi, who has come back from Moab,
is selling the piece of land that belonged to our relative Elimelek. 4 I thought I should bring
the matter to your attention and suggest that you buy it in the presence of these seated here
and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, do so. But if you will not,
tell me, so I will know. For no one has the right to do it except you, and I am next in line.” “I
will redeem it,” he said. 5 Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the land from Naomi, you also
acquire Ruth the Moabite, the dead man’s widow, in order to maintain the name of the dead
with his property.” 6 At this, the guardian-redeemer said, “Then I cannot redeem it because I
might endanger my own estate. You redeem it yourself. I cannot do it.” 7 (Now in earlier times
in Israel, for the redemption and transfer of property to become final, one party took off his
sandal and gave it to the other. This was the method of legalizing transactions in Israel.) 8 So
the guardian-redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it yourself.” And he removed his sandal. 9 Then Boaz
announced to the elders and all the people, “Today you are witnesses that I have bought from
Naomi all the property of Elimelek, Kilion and Mahlon. 10 I have also acquired Ruth the Moabite,
Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property, so
that his name will not disappear from among his family or from his hometown. Today you are
witnesses!” 11 Then the elders and all the people at the gate said, “We are witnesses. May the
LORD make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, who together built
up the family of Israel. May you have standing in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. 12
Through the offspring the LORD gives you by this young woman, may your family be like that of
Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.”

5.7

from Babylonian captivity
Jeremiah 31:11
11
For the LORD will deliver Jacob and redeem them from the hand of those stronger than they.
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Jeremiah 50:33-34
33
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “The people of Israel are oppressed, and the people of
Judah as well. All their captors hold them fast, refusing to let them go. 34 Yet their Redeemer is
strong; the LORD Almighty is his name. He will vigorously defend their cause so that he may
bring rest to their land, but unrest to those who live in Babylon.
5.8

O.T. Refs. Were historical or legal, applied to Israel

5.9

O.T. Redemption preparatory, instructive
I Corinthians 10:11
11
These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on
whom the culmination of the ages has come.

6.

How does redemption apply to us?

6.1

God of order: there is both moral system and natural system

6.2

All human behaviour has (moral and/or natural) consequences

6.2.1

The soul that sins shall die/ the wages of sin is death

6.2.2

Sin brings slavery/bondage/condemnation

6.3

God must be just (Satan has right to demand impartiality)

6.4

We need redeeming/ransoming! Justice must be satisfied
Romans 3:23
23
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
Romans 6:20-21,23a
20
When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. 21 What benefit
did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in
death!
23
a For the wages of sin is death,
Romans 7:14,24
14
We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 24 What a
wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death?

6.5

God cannot be expected to break/destroy the order

6.6

Would be contrary to His nature

7.

Who pays the ransom? – self-redemption impossible
Psalm 49:7-9
7
No one can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for them— 8 the ransom for
a life is costly, no payment is ever enough— 9 so that they should live on forever and not see
decay.
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1.1

God’s work in Christ
Romans 3:23-26
23
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his
grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice
of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed
beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so
as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.
Romans 8:1-2,15
1
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.
15
The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the
Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”
I Corinthians 1:30
30
It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—
that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.

2.

Sinless, Christ became slave/sin
Philippians 2:7
7
rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human
likeness.
II Corinthians 5:21
21
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

2.1

Paid the price for all sin (not just “original sin”)

2.2

His work is done/complete/adequate/finished

3.

Wages of sin (death) forgiven
Ephesians 1:7
7
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the
riches of God’s grace
Romans 6:17
17
But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from
your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance.
Colossians 1:13-14
13
For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the
Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
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4.

Slaves to sin (death) but redeemed by God
Romans 6:17-23
17
But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from
your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. 18 You have been set
free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 19 I am using an example from everyday
life because of your human limitations. Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity
and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading
to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness.
21
What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those
things result in death! 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves
of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of
sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
I Timothy 2:6
6
who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has now been witnessed to at the proper
time.

5.

Christ is just and justifier
Romans 3:26
26
he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one
who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.
I Peter 3:18
18
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.
He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.

6.

Deliver those subject to slavery, propitiation
Hebrews 2:14-17
14
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death
he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and
free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not
angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like them,
fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in
service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.

7.

Freedom from death at price of death of Christ
I Peter 1:18-19
18
For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 19 but with the
precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.

8.

Benefits of redemption

8.1

Christ, having done his work, was raised from the dead
Acts 2:23-28
23
This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with
the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from
the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its
hold on him. 25 David said about him: “‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my
right hand, I will not be shaken. 26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body
also will rest in hope, 27 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, you will
not let your holy one see decay. 28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me
with joy in your presence.’
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Hebrews 2:14-17
14
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death
he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and
free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not
angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like them,
fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in
service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.
Acts 13:30-35
30
But God raised him from the dead, 31 and for many days he was seen by those who had
traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our people. 32
“We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors 33 he has fulfilled for us, their
children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: “‘You are my son; today I have
become your father.’ 34 God raised him from the dead so that he will never be subject to decay.
As God has said, “‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.’ 35 So it is also
stated elsewhere: “‘You will not let your holy one see decay.’
Philippians 2:8-11
8
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
death—even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him
the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Colossians 1:18
18
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among
the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.
Hebrews 1:3-5
3
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining
all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So he became as much superior to the angels as the
name he has inherited is superior to theirs.
The Son Superior to Angels 5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son;
today I have become your Father”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”?
8.2

Those in Christ share in his glorification
Acts 2:39-40
39
The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord
our God will call.” 40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.”
Acts 13:38-39
38
“Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins
is proclaimed to you. 39 Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a
justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses.
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8.3

Free from slavery and death (like Israel in Egypt)

9.

When does redemption take place?

9.1

Christ already paid the price

9.2

In Christ, we are legally declared free/redeemed

9.3

Will have benefits in experience

9.3.1

Redemption of body
Romans 8:23
23
Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies.

9.3.2

Day of redemption
Ephesians 4:30
30
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.

9.3.3

At Christ’s return
Titus 2:13-14
13
while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior,
Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for
himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.
CONCLUSION

1.

Jesus Christ paid the price = freedom from slavery/death

2.

He claimed the benefits: life out of death

3.

What applies to Him can apply to you:

3.1

Elect because he is the elect/predestined

3.2

Redeemed because he paid the price

3.3

Saved from death; raised; inherit life and immortality

4.

Look up! Your redemption draws near!
Luke 21:28
28
When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near.”
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PART 4
1.1

Texts: Ephesians 1:3-14; Romans 8:28-39
Ephesians 1:3-14
3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to son ship
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious
grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished
on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will
according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the
times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.
11
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works
out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first
to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were included in
Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed,
you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing
our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his
glory.
Romans 8:28-39
28
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And
those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also
glorified.
More Than Conquerors
31
What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
32
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along
with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God
has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus
who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also
interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we
face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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1.2

Four great issues which have excited, challenged and divided the thinking of God’s people for
centuries

1.3

Election/ predestination

1.4

Redemption

1.5

Adoption

1.6

Eternal security

1.7

(Every Christian should be familiar with these four concepts)

1.8

General proposition: apply the principle of Christ-centeredness and discover what marvelous light
this throws on these great themes

2.

ELECTION

2.1

Definition: Elect = select, choose/chosen, beloved; Related to foreknowledge (fore-love); calling
and election
II Peter 1:10
10
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For
if you do these things, you will never stumble,

2.2

Related to salvation
II Thessalonians 2:13
13
But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because
God chose you as firstfruits to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through
belief in the truth.

2.3

Implication; (e.g. per Augustine and Calvin) Salvation is the gift of God; faith also is the gift of God;
God has pre-chosen (from eternity) some for Salvation, rejected all others for their sin

2.4

Why? God’s ways are hidden and unknowable; no-one can resist God’s choice/grace; nothing can
change this choice, or God’s foreknowledge is wrong arguments mostly man-centred: two classes
of humanity: those predestined to salvation/ those who are not

2.5

Proposition: election/predestination is Christ-centred, not man – centred
Ephesians 1:8b -10
8b
With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will according
to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach
their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.

3.

Christ is the elect

3.1

Christ was predestined – foreknowledge of God/eternal plan; Isaiah 42:1; Luke 9:35;
Acts 2:23-24; Acts 4:27-28; I Peter 1:20 - Predestined to come, live, die, raise, and be
glorified
Isaiah 42:1
1
“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on
him, and he will bring justice to the nations.
Luke 9:35
35
A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.”
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Acts 2:23-24
23
This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with
the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from
the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its
hold on him.
Acts 4:27-28
27
Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in
this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your
power and will had decided beforehand should happen.
I Peter 1:20
20
He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your
sake.
3.2

God does not change; nor do his standards of perfection; therefore God chose only the one who
met the standards

3.3

Those in Christ are also the elect/predestined of God

3.4

Israel = I Corinthians 10:4; Romans 11:5-7
I Corinthians 10:4
4
and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied
them, and that rock was Christ.
Romans 11:5-7
5
So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace. 6 And if by grace, then it
cannot be based on works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace. 7 What then? What the
people of Israel sought so earnestly they did not obtain. The elect among them did, but the
others were hardened,

3.5

Church = Ephesians 1:4-5; Ephesians 1:10-11 chose/predestined in Him; The “elect” when applied
to men (other than Christ) is applied to groups (not individuals themselves) (Israel, church)
Jacob/Esau = lineage; we are not elected into Christ, but elect in Christ: (in Christ, we are elect;
out of Christ rejected) Christ is the elect one; church, Christ’s body = Christ; election is imputed
just as righteousness is imputed
Ephesians 1:4-5; 10-11
4
For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.
In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to son ship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his
pleasure and will—
10
to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in
heaven and on earth under Christ. 11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined
according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his
will,

3.6

God’s choice/predestination is in/based on faith in Christ

3.7

Ephesians 1:13; Ephesians 2:8-10; Romans 9:30-33 – God takes the initiative in salvation;
Christ’s predestination is the cause of our own; God gave Christians to Christ: Ephesians 1:22-23;
Ephesians 5:28-30 – as bride is given (relationship); as body belongs to head as slaves =
Romans 6:16 willingly submit ownership to him;

Making Jesus Central: Every Spiritual Blessing in Christ

29-24

Ephesians 1:13
13
And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,
Ephesians 2:8-10
8
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
Romans 9:30-33
30
What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained
it, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but the people of Israel, who pursued the law as the way
of righteousness, have not attained their goal. 32 Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith
but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone. 33 As it is written: “See, I lay
in Zion a stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who
believes in him will never be put to shame.”
Ephesians 1:22-23
22
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for
the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
Ephesians 5:28-30
28
In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his
wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for
their body, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of his body.
Romans 6:16
16
Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves
of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience,
which leads to righteousness?
4.

“Every spiritual blessing” on the elect of God
Ephesians 1:18-23
18
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope
to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength
20
he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that
is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things
under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body,
the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

4.1

In Heaven now – for our future!
Ephesians 1:3
3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.
Romans 8:28
28
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose.

Making Jesus Central: Every Spiritual Blessing in Christ

29-25

4.2

Holy and blameless before him (in his sight)
Ephesians 1:4
4
For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In
love
Ephesians 1:5-6
5
he predestined us for adoption to son ship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his
pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One
he loves.

4.4

Not condemned
Romans 8:1,33-34
1
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,
33
Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies.
34
Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who
was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.

4.5

Saved, abolished death, life/immortality
II Timothy 1:8-10
8
So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather, join with
me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 9 He has saved us and called us to a holy
life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This
grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 10 but it has now been revealed
through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought
life and immortality to light through the gospel.

4.6

Identity, into light, mercy
I Peter 2:4-10
4
As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to
him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him
will never be put to shame.” 7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who
do not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8 and, “A stone
that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they
disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for. 9 But you are a chosen people,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of
him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but
now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received
mercy.

4.3

Adoption as sons

4.7

God will take the side of his chosen ones
Luke 18:7
7
And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night?
Will he keep putting them off?
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4.8

Matthew 24:22; Mark 13:20 will intervene in final affairs. The church/body is chosen/predestined
for eternal salvation!
Matthew 24:22
22
“If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect
those days will be shortened.
Mark 13:20
20
“If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for the sake of the elect,
whom he has chosen, he has shortened them.
CONCLUSION

1.

God is truly God – he saves!

2.

Man is truly man – he responds!

2.1

Choose to be God’s chosen
Isaiah 65:9,12
9
I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, and from Judah those who will possess my
mountains; my chosen people will inherit them, and there will my servants live.
12
I will destine you for the sword, and all of you will fall in the slaughter; for I called but you did
not answer, I spoke but you did not listen. You did evil in my sight and chose what displeases
me.”

2.2

Don’t miss God’s plan for our salvation
II Timothy 2:10
10
Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation
that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.

2.3

Make sure, don’t stumble
II Peter 1:10
10
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For
if you do these things, you will never stumble,

2.4

There is a real basis for you to: Glorify Christ, for all salvation is based on him; Know you are able
to make personal decision; Claim the salvation Christ has gained for you
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30

IN HIM WAS LIFE
1.

God alone has immortality (deathlessness) God is also incorruptible (undecaying, having
perpetuity)
I Timothy 6:16
16
who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can
see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen.

1.1

Immortality is an attribute exclusively attributable to God; the characteristics of being
deathless – endless existence by virtue of His nature. Unlike immortality which is the exclusive
attribute of God, angels, etc. are incorruptible, being more than physical, yet still capable of death
e.g. the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. Physical decay
(corruptibility) is not the only cause of death
Romans 1:23
23
and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human
being and birds and animals and reptiles.
I Timothy 1:17
17
Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and
ever. Amen.

2.

John 5:19-29 – The Son of God has power, but all that He did, said or was, could be a attributed
to His Father, and was not His own by virtue of His basic nature. (See also Matthew 28:18;
John 5:30,36; John 6:3; John 7:16,28-29; John 9:4; John 12:44-50; John 14:6-11,29; John 15:15;
I Corinthians 8:6; Colossians 1:15-17; I Timothy 2:5). Only the Father has life in Himself, (an
attribute of His nature is life, immortality) and has given to the Son to have that same attribute.
Jesus said, “I live by the Father…” John 6:57
John 5:19-29
19
Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can
do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
20
For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even
greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead
and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the
Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son
just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who
sent him. 24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has
eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25 Very truly I tell you,
a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and
those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also
to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.
28
“Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his
voice 29 and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have
done what is evil will rise to be condemned.
Matthew 28:18
18
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me.
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John 5:30,36
30
By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to
please myself but him who sent me.
36
“I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to
finish—the very works that I am doing—testify that the Father has sent me.
John 6:3
3
Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples.
John 7:16,28-29
16
Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from the one who sent me.
28
Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple courts, cried out, “Yes, you know me, and you know
where I am from. I am not here on my own authority, but he who sent me is true. You do not
know him, 29 but I know him because I am from him and he sent me.”
John 9:4
4
As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one
can work.
John 12:44-50
44
Then Jesus cried out, “Whoever believes in me does not believe in me only, but in the one
who sent me. 45 The one who looks at me is seeing the one who sent me. 46 I have come into the
world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. 47 “If anyone hears
my words but does not keep them, I do not judge that person. For I did not come to judge the
world, but to save the world. 48 There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept
my words; the very words I have spoken will condemn them at the last day. 49 For I did not
speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me to say all that I have spoken.
50
I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has
told me to say.”
John 14:6-11,29
6
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do
know him and have seen him.” 8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough
for us.” 9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such
a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words
I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is
doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at
least believe on the evidence of the works themselves.
29
I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe.
John 15:15
15
I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead,
I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to
you.
I Corinthians 8:6
6
yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live;
and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we
live.
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Colossians 1:15-17
15
The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers
or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all
things, and in him all things hold together.
I Timothy 2:5
5
For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus,
John 6:57
57
Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me
will live because of me.
3.

Christ died, evidence of His lack of immortality at that time. He gave up His life, He died
John 10:11,15
11
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
15
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep.
I Corinthians 15:3
3
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance[a]: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures,

4.

“Mortal” means “capable of dying”. He was because He did. Christ, while His body was in the
grave, went in the Spirit to preach to the Spirits of those who had been disobedient in an earlier
age – I Peter 3:18-20; I Peter 4:6; Matthew 12:40; Ephesians 4:7-10. Existing as a disembodied
spirit is not “life”. Life is dependent on a resurrection – John 5:29. To be further developed later
I Peter 3:18-20
18
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.
He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 19 After being made alive, he went
and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits— 20 to those who were disobedient long ago
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few
people, eight in all, were saved through water,
I Peter 4:6
6
For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they
might be judged according to human standards in regard to the body, but live according to God
in regard to the spirit.
Matthew 12:40
40
For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man
will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
Ephesians 4:7-10
7
But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This is why it says:
“When he ascended on high, he took many captives and gave gifts to his people.” 9 (What does
“he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10 He who
descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole
universe.)
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5.

By the power of God, Christ was raised from the dead, His body receiving life again and being
changed. By the resurrection He was saved from death and corruption – Acts 2:22-32;
John 10:17-18; Romans 8:11; Acts 13:28-39; Psalm 16:10; Hebrews 5:7-9. Christ was not the
same after His resurrection, His body was different, for now God had freed Him from corruption
and the capacity to die, and had given Him life and immortality – I Corinthians 15:35-47,
John 20:19,26; Luke 24:16,31,36-43
Acts 2:22-32
22
“Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by
miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know.
23
This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with
the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him
from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to
keep its hold on him. 25 David said about him: “‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is
at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my
body also will rest in hope, 27 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, you
will not let your holy one see decay. 28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill
me with joy in your presence.’ 29 “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch
David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew
that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne.
31
Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not
abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to
life, and we are all witnesses of it.
Romans 8:11
11
And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.
Acts 13:28-39
28
Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him
executed. 29 When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down
from the cross and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead, 31 and for many
days he was seen by those who had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now
his witnesses to our people. 32 “We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors
33
he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm:
“‘You are my son; today I have become your father.’ 34 God raised him from the dead so that
he will never be subject to decay. As God has said, ‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings
promised to David.’ 35 So it is also stated elsewhere: ‘You will not let your holy one see decay.’
36
“Now when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was
buried with his ancestors and his body decayed. 37 But the one whom God raised from the
dead did not see decay. 38 “Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. 39 Through him everyone who believes is set free from
every sin, a justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses.
Psalm 16:10
10
because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, nor will you let your faithful one
see decay.
Hebrews 5:7-9
7
During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries
and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent
submission. 8 Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once
made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him
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I Corinthians 15:35-47
35
But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?”
36
How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 When you sow, you do not
plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 38 But God
gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body. 39 Not all
flesh is the same: People have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish
another. 40 There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of
the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. 41 The sun
has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in
splendor. 42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable,
it is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it
is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural
body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living
being”; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 46 The spiritual did not come first, but the natural,
and after that the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the dust of the earth; the second man is of
heaven.
John 20:19,26
19
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors
locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you!”
26
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”
Luke 24:16,31,36-43
16
but they were kept from recognizing him. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized
him, and he disappeared from their sight. 36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus
himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37 They were startled and
frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do
doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a
ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 40 When he had said this, he showed
them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement,
he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish,
43
and he took it and ate it in their presence.
6.

Christ, now having life and immortality in Himself, gives the gift of life and immortality to those
who receive Him through faith – John 3:13-18, John 6:57; John 11:25-26; John 5:21-27;
II Corinthians 5:14-15; I Corinthians 15:45. Christ has brought life and immortality to light
through the Gospel – II Timothy 1:10. The Gospel is defined in I Corinthians 15:1-3 as the death,
burial and resurrection of Christ. Through Christ’s resurrection we obtain an incorruptible
inheritance – I Peter 1:3-4; Colossians 3:1-4; John 14:19. Our inheritance, reserved in heaven is
“a salvation which shall be revealed…”
John 3:13-18
13
No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.
14
Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,
15
that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 16 For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only
Son.
John 6:57
57
Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me
will live because of me.
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John 11:25-26
25
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live,
even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe
this?”
John 5:21-27
21
For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom
he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment
to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor
the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him. 24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my
word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over
from death to life. 25 Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead
will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in
himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority
to judge because he is the Son of Man.
II Corinthians 5:14-15
14
For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all
died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him
who died for them and was raised again.
I Corinthians 15:45
45
So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam, a life-giving
spirit.
II Timothy 1:10
10
but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has
destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
I Corinthians 15:1-3
1
Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which
you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you
hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 3 For what I
received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures,
I Peter 1:3-4
3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you,
Colossians 3:1-4
1
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3
For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life,
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
Colossians 3:1-4
1
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3
For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life,
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
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John 14:19
19
Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also
will live.
7.

Ephesians 1:3-23 – The life and immortality which we receive through Him is called our
“inheritance”. We are adopted as God’s sons and become joint heirs with Christ. We inherit
promises – Hebrews 6:12, and a blessing, which is ‘’life and good days” – I Peter 3:7-10, because
we are “heirs of the grace of life”. “Everlasting life” is our inheritance – Matthew 19:29, because
we then have life immortally. We shall inherit a kingdom – Matthew 25:34; James 2:5,
but only after we have received life and immortality at the resurrection, because “flesh
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God,” I Corinthians 15: 50. Those who practice the
“deeds of the flesh” – Galatians 5:19-21, and the immoral – Ephesians 5:5, will not inherit
the kingdom, but the righteous are rewarded with immortality – Romans 2:7. But no one is
righteous, and salvation is through the righteousness of Christ, who died that we might share
his life – Romans 3:9-26. Our redemption comes as a result of the forgiveness of our sins, –
Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:12-14. We are given the Holy Spirit as the pledge of our inheritance,
looking forward to that time when God shall redeem His possession – Ephesians 1:11-14. This
possession which He shall redeem is our bodies – I Corinthians 6:19-20. When we are adopted
as sons in the fullest sense will be when our bodies have been redeemed from corruption –
Romans 8:16-24. It is our redemption through Christ which brings our adoption as sons –
Galatians 4:1-7; Hebrews 9:15. Only as heirs do we have life eternal, Titus 3:7 and inherit
salvation – Hebrews 1:14
Ephesians 1:3-23
3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious
grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished
on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will
according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the
times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.
11
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works
out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first
to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were included in
Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed,
you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing
our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his
glory.
Thanksgiving and Prayer
15
For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all
God’s people, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I
keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart
may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches
of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who
believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms,
21
far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not
only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet
and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness
of him who fills everything in every way.
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Hebrews 6:12
12
We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience
inherit what has been promised.
I Peter 3:7-10
7
Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with
respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing
will hinder your prayers.
Suffering for Doing Good 8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another,
be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the
contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a
blessing. 10 For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep their tongue from evil
and their lips from deceitful speech.
Matthew 19:29
29
And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or
children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life.
I Peter 1:3-4
3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you,
Matthew 25:34
34
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.
I Peter 1:3-4
3
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you,
James 2:5
5
Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the
world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him?
I Corinthians 15: 50
50
I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God,
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.
Galatians 5:19-21
19
The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and
witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and
envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this
will not inherit the kingdom of God.
Ephesians 5:5
5
For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a person is an
idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
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Romans 2:7
7
To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give
eternal life.
Romans 3:9-26
9
What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have already
made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. 10 As it is written:
“There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who understands; there is no one
who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one
who does good, not even one.” 13 “Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit.”
“The poison of vipers is on their lips.” 14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”
15
“Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 ruin and misery mark their ways, 17 and the way of
peace they do not know.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 19 Now we know that
whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be
silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared
righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious
of our sin.
Righteousness Through Faith
21
But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the
Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all
who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption
that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the
shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness,
because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it
to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies
those who have faith in Jesus.
Ephesians 1:7
7
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the
riches of God’s grace
Colossians 1:12-14
12
and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of
his holy people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.
Ephesians 1:11-14
11
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works
out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first
to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were included in
Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed,
you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing
our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his
glory.
I Corinthians 6:19-20
19
Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you
have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor
God with your bodies.
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Romans 8:16-24
16
The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children,
then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in
order that we may also share in his glory.
Present Suffering and Future Glory
18
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be
revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be
revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will
of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage
to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the
whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23
Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for our adoption to son ship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have?
Galatians 4:1-7
1
What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave,
although he owns the whole estate. 2 The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until the time
set by his father. 3 So also, when we were underage, we were in slavery under the elemental
spiritual forces of the world. 4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption
to son ship. 6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit
who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are
his child, God has made you also an heir.
Hebrews 9:15
15
For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may
receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free
from the sins committed under the first covenant.
Titus 3:7
7
so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal
life.
Hebrews 1:14
14
Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?
8.

The entire hope of the Christian is dependent on the coming resurrection, and that resurrection
in turn depends on Christ’s resurrection – I Corinthians 15:12-20; Romans 5:10. When He gives
life to those who are His, we shall nave a new body which shall no longer contain the capacity
for death and decay – I Corinthians 15:36-57. While we do not know what our bodies shall be
like, they shall be like Him – I John 3:2; Philippians 3:20-21
I Corinthians 15:12-20
12
But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that
there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even
Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is
your faith. 15 More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have
testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the
dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either.
17
And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those
also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we
are of all people most to be pitied. 20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first
fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
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Romans 5:10
10
For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son,
how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!
I Corinthians 15:36-57
36
How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 When you sow, you do not
plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 38 But God
gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body. 39 Not
all flesh is the same: People have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and
fish another. 40 There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor
of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. 41 The
sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from
star in splendor. 42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is
perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there
is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So it is written: “The first man Adam became
a living being”; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 46 The spiritual did not come first, but the
natural, and after that the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the dust of the earth; the second
man is of heaven. 48 As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the
heavenly man, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 And just as we have borne the image of
the earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly man. 50 I declare to you, brothers
and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable
inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be
changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must
clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has
been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is
written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 55 “Where, O death, is your
victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the
law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
I John 3:2
2
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.
But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.
Philippians 3:20-21
20
But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.
8.1

Mortality is generally related to having a body, but to be immortal does not mean that has no
body. There are other kinds of bodies than ours, and it is certain that although flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven. Jesus had a body after the resurrection, changed though
it was. He even said it was flesh and bone. But is it drawing too much from the Scripture to
note that His blood has been shed, and the new body was of different flesh? He could suddenly
appear in the midst of a locked and barred room where the frightened disciples were huddled.
He could be known by them or conceal His identity. He ate and drank, was touched and handled
to establish His identity and reality – Acts 10:41 – yet, free from the restrictions of earth,
disappeared into the clouds at the ascension
Acts 10:41
41
He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
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8.2

The Son of God was “mortal” even before the incarnation, before He “came in the flesh”. Did He
have a body then? Certainly He had a body when He left earth, Matthew 24:30, will have a visible
form when He returns. And oft en He taught that He was returning to where He was before the
incarnation. In various O.T. events, hints are given – Daniel 3:25; Daniel 7:13-14;
Numbers 12:7-8; Exodus 33:18-34. Angels who are not subject to the same limitations which
we are, often appeared in bodily form as men – Genesis 19:1-16; Matthew 28:2-5; Mark 16:56; Luke 24:4; John 20:12; Acts 1:10. An interesting account is of the three “men” who stopped
by Abraham’s tent on the way to destroy Sodom – Genesis 18:1. One of them was the Lord –
Hebrews: Jehovah – and the other two were the angels who went to Lot.
See Genesis vs. 18:2,13,22,33;19:1
Matthew 24:30
30
“Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth
will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and
great glory.
Daniel 3:25
25
He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the
fourth looks like a son of the gods.”
Daniel 7:13-14
13
“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with
the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 14 He
was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language
worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his
kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.
Numbers 12:7-8
7
But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. 8 With him I speak face
to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid
to speak against my servant Moses?”
Exodus 33:18-34
18
Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.” 19 And the LORD said, “I will cause all my
goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I
will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have
compassion. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.” 21 Then
the LORD said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 22 When my glory
passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by.
23
Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.”
Matthew 28:2-5
2
There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going
to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his
clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became
like dead men. 5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are
looking for Jesus, who was crucified.
Mark 16:5-6
5
As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right
side, and they were alarmed. 6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the
Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him.
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Luke 24:4
4
While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like
lightning stood beside them.
John 20:12
12
and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the
other at the foot.
Acts 1:10
10
They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed
in white stood beside them.
Genesis 18:1
1
The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the
entrance to his tent in the heat of the day.
Genesis 18:2,13,22,33;19:1
2
Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from
the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground.
13
Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child,
now that I am old?’
22
The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the
LORD.
33
When the LORD had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and Abraham returned home.
1
The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of the city.
When he saw them, he got up to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground.
9.

The Son was “mortal” because He was capable of dying. To die, He of necessity had to take on
a fleshly form, but that He was capable of doing well – Hebrews 2:9. Jesus was the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the World – Revelations 13:8. The fact of His death is total proof of His
capacity to die, even though a change of form was necessary – Philippians 2:6-9. It was only
after His death that He was to die no more. Romans 6:7,9. “Death hath no longer dominion
over Him. Until Christ came in the flesh and died, Satan was still the one who had the power of
death, but the Lord’s victory rendered the evil one powerless – Hebrews 2:14-15;
I Corinthians 15:54-57. All of this was part of the predetermined plan of God – Isaiah 42:1-9;
Hebrews 10:5
Hebrews 2:9
9
But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned with
glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death
for everyone.
Revelations 13:8
8
All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not been written in
the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb who was slain from the creation of the world.
Philippians 2:6-9
6
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to
his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the
highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,
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Romans 6:7,9
7
because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.
9
For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer
has mastery over him.
Hebrews 2:14-15
14
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death
he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free
those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.
I Corinthians 15:54-57
54
When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with
immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up
in victory.” 55 “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 56 The sting of
death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Isaiah 42:1-9
1
“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on
him, and he will bring justice to the nations. 2 He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in
the streets. 3 A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In
faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 4 he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes
justice on earth. In his teaching the islands will put their hope.” 5 This is what God the LORD
says— the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, who spreads out the earth with all
that springs from it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it: 6 “I, the
LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will
make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, 7 to open eyes that are
blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.
8
“I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not yield my glory to another or my praise to idols.
9
See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring into
being I announce them to you.”
Hebrews 10:5
5
Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,
but a body you prepared for me;
9.1

What blessings await us at the resurrection! According to the teachings of Christ –
Luke 20:35-38 – we then cannot die, are in some ways like angels, are sons of God. We shall live,
because God is God of the Living. When we are freed from mortality and corruption, creation
shall be likewise blessed. We shall inherit the earth – Matthew 5:5; Romans 4:13;
Galatians 3:29 – and eventually, a hew heavens and new earth – Revelations 21:7
Luke 20:35-38
35
But those who are considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the
resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 36 and they can no
longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the
resurrection. 37 But in the account of the burning bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise,
for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ 38 He is
not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.”
Matthew 5:5
5
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
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Romans 4:13
13
It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he
would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith.
Galatians 3:29
29
If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
Revelations 21:7
7
Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my
children.
10.

Man is a composite creature composed of body, soul and spirit, I Thessalonians 5:23. Too often
Christians seem to think God is only interested in the survival of the spirit. But He has shown us
how we should value the soul – Matthew 10:28; 16:26.
The whole man was created by God His body was made from dust, into which was breathed the
“breath” of life. Hebrews: NeSHAMAH “Spirit” as well as “breath”) And man became a living
soul. Man does not “have” a soul, so much as he is a soul. Soul is the animated body. The body
without the spirit is dead – James 2:26. When the Spirit separates from the body, no longer is
that soul an animated body. The spirit is the elemental life force from God.
Man was made in the image of God – Genesis 1:26 – but God is a spirit – John 4:24 – and a spirit
does not have flesh and bone – Luke 24:37-39. So it is not our bodies but our spirits which are
similar to God. The body alone is dust; the soul is the animation of that body; but the spirit is
that part of us which is like God. Even animals have a “soul” life – Numbers 31:28. The spirit has
a different kind of life. It is because man has this that he is different from the animals.
Romans 8:16; I Corinthians 2:11; Colossians 2:5. Man like God, has the attributes of personality.
All men have this special life from God, but it is doomed to die unless it is made immortal
by Christ, John 1:4 – “In Him (Christ) was life, and the life was the light of men.” “Light” is
understanding, rationality. All men have this special life from God, but it is doomed to die
unless it is made immortal by Christ, John 5:25. Immortality does not mean mere continued
existence of a disembodied Spirit. See I Peter 3: 18-20, and witness those in Scripture who
were possessed by “unclean” “Spirits” who certainly do not share in the immortality promised
through Christ.
I Thessalonians 5:23-24
23
May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit,
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you
is faithful, and he will do it.
Matthew 10:28; 16:26
28
Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the
One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
26
What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can
anyone give in exchange for their soul?
James 2:26
26
As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.
Genesis 1:26
26
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over
all the creatures that move along the ground.”
John 4:24
24
God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”
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Luke 24:37-39
37
They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are
you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I
myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.”
Numbers 31:28
28
From the soldiers who fought in the battle, set apart as tribute for the LORD one out of every
five hundred, whether people, cattle, donkeys or sheep.
Romans 8:16
16
The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.
I Corinthians 2:11
11
For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way no
one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.
Colossians 2:5
5
For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit and delight to see
how disciplined you are and how firm your faith in Christ is.
John 1:4
4
In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.
John 5:25
25
Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of
the Son of God and those who hear will live.
I Peter 3:18-20
18
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.
He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 19 After being made alive, he went
and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits— 20 to those who were disobedient long ago
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few
people, eight in all, were saved through water,
11.

The plan of God is to save us from death, body – Romans 8:23; I Corinthians 15:35-44;
Romans 8:11 – Soul, James 5:20; Hebrews 10:39 – and Spirit – I Corinthians 5:5. Christ’s body
was in the grave, dead, when He had “given up the Spirit”, Matthew 27:50. With the uniting of
His spirit and body after three days, He was once more a living Soul! His soul was not left in the
grave – Acts 2:31. Now, possessed of immortality, He is the resurrection and the life –
John 11:25-26. Through Him, the whole man, body, soul and spirit, shall raise, live meet
Him in the air, and always be with the Lord, I Thessalonians 4:13-17. Our hope of salvation,
our inheritance from God our only possibility of life and immortality, rests on the coming
resurrection. The whole man must be united: if there is no body, there can be no soul. If there
is no soul, the body is dead. The spirit is necessary to the life of each, Luke 8:55. If there were
only body and soul, man would be no different than the animals, and would have no intellect,
emotions and will, no “image of God”. If there were only Spirit, we would be “unclothed”,
II Corinthians 5:4 and unpossessing of the immortal celestial body. I Corinthians 15:40,47-49
Romans 8:23
23
Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we
wait eagerly for our adoption to son ship, the redemption of our bodies.
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I Corinthians 15:35-44
35
But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?”
36
How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 When you sow, you do not
plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 38 But God
gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body. 39 Not all
flesh is the same: People have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish
another. 40 There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of
the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. 41 The sun
has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in
splendor. 42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable,
it is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it
is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural
body, there is also a spiritual body.
Romans 8:11
11
And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.
James 5:20
20
remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will save them from death
and cover over a multitude of sins.
Hebrews 10:39
39
But we do not belong to those who shrink back and are destroyed, but to those who have
faith and are saved.
I Corinthians 5:5
5
hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on
the day of the Lord.
Matthew 27:50
50
And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.
Acts 2:31
31
Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not
abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay.
John 11:25-26
25
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live,
even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe
this?”
I Thessalonians 4:13-17
13
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death,
so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have
fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who
are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.
16
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of
the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After
that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.
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Luke 8:55
55
Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to
eat.
II Corinthians 5:4
4
For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be
unclothed but to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be
swallowed up by life.
I Corinthians 15:40,47-49
40
There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly
bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another.
47
The first man was of the dust of the earth; the second man is of heaven. 48 As was the earthly
man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the heavenly man, so also are those who
are of heaven. 49 And just as we have borne the image of the earthly man, so shall we bear the
image of the heavenly man.
12.

The word of God pierces far enough to divide, separate the soul from the spirit, Hebrews 4:12.
This happens when one is judged by the words of Christ, – John 12:48-50, Luke 9:24-26; John
6:63 – and that separation is death
Hebrews 4:12
12
For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the
heart.
John 12:48-50
48
There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; the very words I
have spoken will condemn them at the last day. 49 For I did not speak on my own, but the Father
who sent me commanded me to say all that I have spoken. 50 I know that his command leads to
eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say.”
Luke 9:24-26
24
For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it.
25
What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self?
26
Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he
comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.
John 6:63
63
The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are
full of the Spirit and life.
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13.

Christ has abolished death through the Gospel – but obviously only for those who obey the
Gospel: “…The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming
fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the
gospel of our Lord Jesus. And these will pay the penalty of eternal (“age-long”) destruction,
away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power…” II Thessalonians 1:7-9.
Death – Revelations 20:12-15 – shall exist until that time referred to in I Corinthians 15:26 when
the last enemy has been destroyed
II Thessalonians 1:7-9
7
And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s
message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become
known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 9 for they themselves
report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve
the living and true God,
Revelations 20:12-15
12
And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened.
Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what
they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death
and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to
what they had done. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of
fire is the second death. 15 Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was
thrown into the lake of fire.
I Corinthians 15:26
26
The last enemy to be destroyed is death.
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JESUS CHRIST:
OUR STANDARD OF
MEASUREMENT

31

1.

EVERY SPIRITUAL THING MUST FIND ITS BASIC AND ESSENTIAL MEANING IN JESUS CHRIST: HIS
NATURE, CHARACTER AND DEEDS

1.1

“...SPIRITUAL THING...”: whatever relates to GOD and our relationship to Him; e.g. doctrines,
values, concepts, practices, scriptures, sermons, etc.

1.2

“...BASIC AND ESSENTIAL MEANING...”: the main idea, to such an extent that if that basic meaning
is not included, the entire concept becomes meaningless nonsense

1.3

“...HIS NATURE... “: He is the divine and Only-begotten Son of God, who became the Son of Man,
the perfect reflection of the nature of God the Father

1.4

“...CHARACTER...”: sinless perfection, in perfect harmony with the Father in His attitudes,
behaviour, ethics, motivations and goals

1.5

“...DEEDS...”: His perfectly righteous life, atoning death, triumphant resurrection, glorification to
the Father’s throne, and ultimate return in power and glory

1.6

JESUS CHRIST – ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES
John 1:14
14
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of
the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:18
18
No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest
relationship with the Father, has made him known.
John 3:31
31
The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the
earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above all.
John 5:22
22
Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son,
John 10:30
30
I and the Father are one.”
John 14:6,9
6
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.
9
Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?
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I Corinthians 1:24
24
but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God.
I Corinthians 2:2
2
For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.
I Corinthians 3:11
11
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.
I Corinthians 8:6
6
yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live;
and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we
live.
II Corinthians 4:4
4
The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of
the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
Ephesians 1:10
10
to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in
heaven and on earth under Christ.
Ephesians 4:21
21
when you heard about Christ and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in
Jesus.
Philippians 1:21
21
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
Philippians 2:6,9
6
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his
own advantage; 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that
is above every name,
Colossians 1:15-16,18
15
The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers
or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him
18
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among
the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.
Colossians 1:27
27
To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Colossians 2:9
9
For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form,
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Colossians 3:4
4
When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
Colossians 3:11
11
Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or
free, but Christ is all, and is in all.
I Timothy 2:5
5
For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus,
Titus 2:13
13
while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior,
Jesus Christ,
Hebrews 1:3
3
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining
all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
Hebrews 4:13
13
Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare
before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
Hebrews 12:2
2
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Hebrews 13:8
8
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
I Peter 2:25
25
For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd and
Overseer of your souls.
I Peter 4:11
11
If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone
serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be
praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.
Revelations 22:13
13
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.
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THE DOCTRINE OF
CHRIST

32

II John 1:9-11
9
Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God;
whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you
and does not bring this teaching, do not take them into your house or welcome them. 11 Anyone
who welcomes them shares in their wicked work.
1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Some Christians down grade “Doctrine” as unimportant, looking on it as a hindrance to unity,
even somehow “unspiritual”

1.2

Doctrine = teaching; Reject DOCTRINE = reject all teaching, facts, information, e.g. pre-existence
of Christ , virgin birth, sinless life, death, resurrection, etc.

1.3

Romans 6:17 – We all OBEY (live by) some “doctrine”
Romans 6:17
17
But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from
your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance.

2.

TRUE CHRISTIANS ARE THOSE WHO LIVE BY THE TRUE DOCTRINE

2.1

Doctrine of Christ or doctrines of men”
Matthew 15:9
9
They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.’”
Colossians 2:22
22
These rules, which have to do with things that are all destined to perish with use, are based
on merely human commands and teachings.

2.2

Two points of importance

2.2.1

Origination, authority, source – John 7:16-17; I Timothy 4:1; Matthew 16:12; Acts 2:42
John 7:16-17
16
Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from the one who sent me. 17 Anyone
who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching comes from God or
whether I speak on my own.
I Timothy 4:1
1
The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving
spirits and things taught by demons.
Matthew 16:12
12
Then they understood that he was not telling them to guard against the yeast used in bread,
but against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
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Acts 2:42
42
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to prayer.
2.2.2

Subject, direction
Acts 13:12
12
When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the
teaching about the Lord
Acts 17:19
19
Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him,
“May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting?
Romans 16:17-18
17
I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles
in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them.
18
For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk and
flattery they deceive the minds of naive people.
Ephesians 4:14-15
14
Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and
there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful
scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the
mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ.

2.3

State principle of Christocentricity

4.

Doctrine must be AUTHORITY OF CHRIST – Matthew 7:28; Matthew 28:18; but also ABOUT
CHRIST – I Corinthians 1:28, I Corinthians 2:2
Matthew 7:28
28
When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching,
Matthew 28:18
18
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me.
I Corinthians 1:28
28
God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are
not—to nullify the things that are,
I Corinthians 2:2
2
For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.

5.

Problems of doctrines centering on men = humanism and existentialism

6.

What directs your life, motivation; influences you?
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Titus 1:9
9
He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can
encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.
Titus 2:1
1
You, however, must teach what is appropriate to sound doctrine.
DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOU BELIEVE AND STAND FOR?

Making Jesus Central: The Doctrine of Christ

32-3

THE SUMMING UP OF ALL
THINGS IN CHRIST
33
Ephesians 1:10
10
to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in
heaven and on earth under Christ.

Ha v

e Jesus, Have the Fathe
r

e Jesus, Have the Spir
Hav
it

GOD

JESUS CHRIST

THE FATHER

THE SON

HOLY SPIRIT

Speaks through His Son.

Send in the name of Jesus.

Hebrews 1:2
2
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his
Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and
through whom also he made the universe.

John 14:26
26
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, will teach you all
things and will remind you of everything I have
said to you.

Acts through the agency of His Son.

Bears witness of Jesus

I Corinthians 8:6
6
yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from
whom all things came and for whom we live; and
there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom
all things came and through whom we live.

John 15:26
26
“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send
to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who
goes out from the Father—he will testify about
me.

Is honoured when His Son is honoured.

Glorifies Jesus.

John 5:23
23
that all may honor the Son just as they honor
the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does
not honor the Father, who sent him.

John 16:13-14
13
But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will
guide you into all the truth. He will not speak
on his own; he will speak only what he hears,
and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He
will glorify me because it is from me that he will
receive what he will make known to you.
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1.

See the Son = see the Father
John 12:45
45
The one who looks at me is seeing the one who sent me.
John 14:9
9
Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?

1.1

The only mediator
I Timothy 2:5
5
For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus,

1.2

The only access to God
John 14:6
6
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.

1.3

Everything to be done in His name
Colossians 3:17
17
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.

1.4

To have first place in everything
Colossians 1:18-20
18
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among
the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have
all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things
on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

1.5

Has all authority in heaven and earth
Matthew 28:18-20
18
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

1.6

Head over all things to the church
Ephesians 1:22-23
22
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for
the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
Jesus, the Man. Godliness is likeness to Him in whom dwelt the fullness of the Godhead bodily.
THE DIVINE CHRIST
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